gorges Arab action to help Iraqis 

.RO (AP) — His Majesty King Hussein has urged Arab 
•rernments to support his plans for bringing political change in 
xaq and warned that without such change the beleaguered country 
could disintegrate. In an interview with the London-based weekly 
A* Wasat, the King said Iraq’s fragmentation “will have grave 
consequences on the entire region,” “We are warning Iraqis and 
Arabs that Iraq is practically divided, and they have to work as fast 
as they can to prevent this," he said in an interview to be published 
Monday that was made available to the Associated Press. King 
Hussein said he bad tried but failed to convince the Iraqi 
leadership to talk to the opposition. He renewed his appeal to the 
Iraqi regime's opponents to join ranks to "safeguard Iraq through 
a dialogue to End a satisfactory formula for their country.*' In the 
interview. King Hussein insisted Iraq's future should be left for the 
Iraqis to decide. 
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Merry Christmas 

THE JORDAN TIMES will not be published on 
Tuesday, Dec. 26, due to the Christmas holiday on 
Monday. The next issue Of the paper will appear on 
Wednesday Dec. 27. The editor and staff of the 
Jordan Times wish the paper’s readers and adver- 
tisers a Merry Christmas. 
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King receives 
message from 
Saleh 


MONDAY, 


25, 1995, SHA’BAN 3, 1416 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Sunday received a message 
from Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh dealing with 
bilateral relations. The mes- 
sage was delivered to King 
Hussein by the visiting 
Yemeni Minister of Legal 
and Parliamentary Affairs 
Abdullah Ahmad Ghanem, 
during an audience at A1 
Nadwa Palace. Mr. Ghanem 
briefed King Hussein on the 
latest developments of the 
Eritrean- Yemeni conflict 
over the Red Sea Island Han- 
ish. 

Israeli soldiers 
abandon post 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israeli 
paratroopers stationed on the 
Lebanon border abandoned 
their outpost as the result of a 
dispute with their comman- 
ders, the army confirmed 
Sunday. A group of 35 sol- 
diers from an elite para troop 
unit complained that their 
commanders were ignoring 
their advise and treating 
them like raw recruits instead 
of experienced fighters. 
According to the daily Yediot 
Ahronot, the soldiers walked 
about half a kilometre from 
the base before high-ranking 
officers caught up with diem 
and orderea them to return. 
The army spokesman's office 
confirmed that the soldiers 
left their post because of 
“grave complaints” against 
their commanders. They left 
one soldier in charge of the 
base. 

Militiaman killed 
in Lebanon 

MARJAYOUN, Lebanon 
(AFP) — Gunmen on Sun- 
day killed a militiaman with 
the Israeli-backed South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) and 
wounded a Lebanese civilian 
in an attack in southern 
Lebanon, SLA officials said. 
The attack took place near 
Jerri ne, the main town in the 
• Israeli-occupied strip in 
southern Lebanon. 

Israeli soldier 
shot in Gaza 

: OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Palestinian guerrillas 
•in the self-ruled Gaza Strip 
on Sunday shot and wounded 
an Israeli soldier who was on 
a border patrol inside Israel, 
i senior military sources said. 

1 The sources said he was in 
: fair condition. They said it 
; happened in the north of the 
\ Gaza Strip, handed over to 
' Palestinian self-rule by Israel 
in mid- 1994 under a peace 
.deal with the PLO. “An 
-'•Israeli force patrolling the 
border system encountered a 
'number of terrorists who 
fired at them from inside the 
jautonomous area. The force 
returned fire at the terror- 
lists,'' one of the sources said. 

!5 Egyptian 
deputies under 
(Investigation 

CAIRO (AFP) — Prosecu- 
tors will begin investigations 
into five members of parlia- 
ment suspected of involve- 
ment in tne murder of three 
people and defrauding banks 
of over $110 million, officials 
said on Sunday. Parliament 
on Saturday refused a justice 
ministry request to lift their 
immunity from prosecution, 
but did allow them to be 
questioned, an official in the 
parliament's legal committee 
said. 

Report claims Iraq 
hides Scuds near 
border 

KUWAIT (R) — An Iraqi air 
force captain who defected to 
Kuwait told interrogators 
that Baghdad had moved 
eight Scud missile batteries to 
underground storage close to 
Kuwait's northern border, a 
newspaper said on Sunday. 
"The defecting captain said 
Iraq moved eight Scud mis- 
sile batteries to Basra (in 
southern Iraq) in May,” AI 
Seyassah newspaper quoted 
informed sources as saying. 
Kuwaiti security officials had 
no immediate comment. 


Bethlehem 

marks 

Christmas, 

freedom 


BETHLEHEM (R) — 
Palestinians hailed both the 
start of Christinas and free- 
dom from Israeli occupation 
on Sunday, cheering the 
arrival of the Latin Patriarch 
of the Holy Land while 
church bells pealed. 

After 28 years of occupa- 
tion, Israel handed over 
Bethlehem, the traditional 
birthplace of Jesus, on Thurs- 
day to PLO leader Yasser 
Arafat, who celebrated with 
thousands of residents and 
pilgrims and called Christ a 
Palestinian. 

“It is upon this message of 
peace and love that a new 
Palestinian freedom could be 
built and not on the external 
manifestations and celebra- 
tions of Christmas,” Pat- 
riarch Michel Sabbafa said on 
leaving his home in Jeru- 
salem for Bethlehem. 

“And the beginning of this 
Palestinian society is also a 
beginning of the reconcilia- 
tion between the two peoples 
— Israelis and Palestinians,” 
he said in remarks broadcast 
by Israeli Army Radio. 

Israeli police on horseback 
and in jeeps escorted Pat- 
riarch Sabbah’s convoy to 
Bethlehem, where Palesti- 
nian police in cars and on 
horseback met the entourage 
and from there accompanied 
them to the dty’s Church of 
the Nativity. 

People in the city of 45,000 


— 60 per cent of whom are 
Muslims and 40 per cent of 
whom are Christians — 
waved wildly and whistled as 
the patriarch, himself a 
Palestinian, arrived at the 
church off the city’s central 
Manger Square. 

Armenian Father Nerses 
Krozian, who said he had 

S i for this day for years, 
: “It’s like a dream- 
come-true now that the 
Israeli soldiers have gone and 
the Palestinian authority has 
taken over. 

“I am now praying with 
feelings of freedom," he said. 

Organisers of Christmas 
Eve festivities said they ex- 
pected 50,000 pilgrims to 
take part in the midnight 
mass along with Mr. Arafat. 

“This is tire first Christinas 
in 30 years we feel free to 
come to the square and really 
celebrate. We could not enter 
tile square when Israelis were 
here. There were too many 
soldiers. We were cursed and 
spent hours being searched," 
said Arij Al Hayek, a 42- 
year-old housewife from 
Bethlehem. 

“Now we have an Arab 
Palestinian authority, Palesti- 
nian police allowing us free 
entry and movement. There 
are a lot of police here but it’s 
basically because the presi- 
dent is in Bethlehem,” she 

(Continued on page 7) 
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The awwwai Christmas procession in Beth- nians and Christian pilgrims make their way 

lebem gets underway Sunday as religious to the Church of the Nativity, traditional 
banners, choir boys and thousands of Palesti- birthplace of Jesus Christ (Reuters photo) 


Kabariti, Israeli official discuss ties, peace process 
Israel to decide ‘soon’ on fate of Jordanian prisoners 


AMMAN (Agencies) — 
Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti and Israeli 
Deputy Foreign Minister Eli 
Dayan held talks Sunday on 
Jordanian-Israeli relations 
and Syrian-Israeli peace 
talks, which will resume in 
the United States Wednes- 
day. The talks also dealt with 
implementation of the peace 
treaty which Jordan and 
Israel signed in- October 
1994. 

A number of bilateral 
agreements remain under 
negotiation. 

‘There is a national con- 
sensus in Israel about peace 


with Jordan... We are going 
to sign the rest of the accords 
and develop our relations in 
tourism, trade and economic 
ties," said Mr. Dayan, who 
also met with Minister of 
Tourism Abdul Elah Al 
Khattib. 

Technical teams from both 
sides also reviewed on Sun- 
day a draft transport accord 
allowing free movement of 
private vehicle and commer- 
cial air traffic between the 
two countries. 

Officials expect the trans- 
port accord to be signed 
soon, helping give a boost to 


trade ties that are now held 
up as businessmen await rules 
of transport links. 

Mr. Dayan said at a press 
conference after the talks 
with Mr. Kabariti that Israel 
will decide soon on the fate of 
40 jailed Jordanians after set- 
ting up a committee to look 
into their cases. 

"We will solve the issue of 
the Jordanian prisoners who 
are still in Israel soon... We 
will discuss the issue inten- 
sively," Mr. Dayan said. 

Mr. Dayan said a special 
government committee had 
been set up that “has put a 


criteria to find positive solu- 
tions soon" to the plight of 
the prisoners whom Jorda- 
nian officials say are impris- 
oned on various charges of 
cross border infiltration and 
currency forgery. 

. Jordan’s Ambassador to 
Israel Marwan Muasher said 
he hoped the “first batch of 
Jordanian prisoners would be 
handed over to Jordan 
soon.” 

Mr. Dayan said that the 
Israeli foreign minister, Ehud 
Barak, will pay a visit to 
Jordan in the second half of 
the coming month, adding 


that the visit will be -in the 
framework of the ongoing 
“positive political dialogue 
between the two countries," 
according to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 

Referring to the Palesti- 
nian elections scheduled for 
Jan. 20, Mr. Dayan said that 
the elections will be a major 
event for the Palestinians, 
who are voting for the first 
time under Palestinian self- 
rule. 

Mr. Dayan said he was 
confident that the Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat will se- 
cure the majority of votes 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Israeli 
officials said Sunday that they 
are optimistic about the new 
rounds of peace talks that 
Damascus and Tel Aviv will 
start in the United States 
Wednesday. 

“We are more optimistic 
than a few weeks ago ... we 
see a wanner response com- 
ing from Syria,” Ehud Barak, 
Israel’s Foreign Minister, 
said after talks with his Egyp- 
tian counterpart Amr Musa. 

Mr. Barak, on his first visit 
to Cairo as Israel’s foreign 
minister, said “Peace with 
Syria is of strategic import- 
ance. We realise we need to 
take into account their in- 
terests, but they should also 
take into account our in- 
terests, including security." 

. Israel’s Deputy Foreign 
Minister Eli Dayan said 
Israel is ready to pay a 
“heavy price” for a peace 
settlement with Syria, but the 
Jewish state wants to find out 
how serious Syria is for a 
“real peace.” 

"The depth of our with- 
drawal for the Golan Heights 
will depend on the depth of 
peace,” Mr. Dayan told re- 
porters in English. 

“We need to bear about 
details like normalisation of 
relations, water and open 
borders, and then we will 
decide,” he said. 

Mr. Dayan warned that 
- time for making peace is H- 
mited and urged the Syrians 
to mov-e before Israel's par- 
liamentary elections next 
November. 

“They should know that 
we have very little time be- 
fore the elections and if the 
Syrians want to make busi- 
ness, they have to do it now," 
Mr. Dayan said. 

On Saturday, Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez Assad visited 
Cairo for talks with President 
Hosni Mubarak and also ex- 
pressed optimism over the 
upcoming negotiations. 

Asked what U.S. Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher 
offered that allowed the re- 
sumption of Syrian-Israeli 
negotiations, Mr. Assad said 
“a kind of new atmosphere 
indicating a new opening." 

Mr. Musa was asked if he 
relayed any messages from 
Mr. Assad to Mr. Barak, and 
he said he emphasised Syria's 
interest in reaching a peace 
deal with Israel. 

“There is progress in the 
general atmosphere and new 
ideas on die Syrian-Israeli 


front. There is a direction 
towards optimism,” Mr. 
Musa said. "The withdrawal 
from the Golan Heights is 
basic for Syria and their main, 
demand.” 

Mr. Barak declined to give 
any details on how far Israel 
was willing to compromise on 
the Golan, which Israel occu- 
pied in the 1967 Middle East 
war and later annexed. 

“We are very open 
minded. We need our early 
warning arrangements,” he 
said. "The depth of peace 
will influence the depth of 
withdrawal.” 

Israel and Syria resume 
their peace talks near 
Washington on Wednesday 
after a six month break amid 
an unprecedented wave of 
optimism that a break- 
through could be only few 
months away. 

Four years of on-off nego- 
tiations between Israel and 
Syria have failed to resolve 
differences over terms for an 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights. 

Syria demands a full Israeli 
withdrawal. Israel will not 
detail the depth of a pullback 
until Syria says if peace 
means full ties, open borders 
and trade. 

Recent statements by lead- 
ers of -both countries have 
offered hope that a settle- 
ment to their nearly half a 
decade conflict could be 
readied in 1996. 

Mr. Dayan said with 
cautioned optimism that 
“while Israel felt Syria was 
being more positive” this 
could only be “checked when 
we begin the dialogue.’’ 

Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres was “ready to make all 
die efforts to reach an accord 
with Syria,” Mr. Dayan said, 
adding a future summit meet- 
ing between Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad and Mr. 
Peres could only bring “posi- 
tive” results. 

Both Syria and Israel have 
demonstrated a resolve' to 
make headway since late 
prime minister Yitzhak 
Rabin’s assassination on 
Nov. 4 by a right-wing Jew 
oppposed to handing land to 
Arabs. 

Mr. Assad said on Satur- 
day that he backed the accel- 
eration of peace moves and 
praised the flexibility of Mr. 
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Administrative divisions 


670 hopefuls to contest 
Palestinian polls 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
Some 670 candidates had 
signed up to run in next 
month's first Palestinian self- 
rule elections to an 83-seat 
council when registration 
closed at midnight, officials 
said Sunday. 

Osama Abu Safieh, coordi- 
nator of the central election 
commission in Gaza City, 
said the majority of candi- 
dates were standing as inde- 
pendents, including a handful 
of activists linked to hardline 
movements officially 
opposed to the January 20 
poils. 

In the Gaza Strip, 295 
candidates signed up to run 
for the region's 34 council 
seats. Of the total, 229 reg- 
istered as independents, 
according to the provisional 
list available Sunday, Mr. 
Safieh told AFP. 

On the West Bank, 375 
candidates registered. There 
was no immediate break- 
down available of the West 
Bank candidates, Mr. Safieh 
said. 

In the Gaza Strip, 33 candi- 
dates are running" on the offi- 
cial Fateh Party list of Palesti- 
nian Authority President 
Yasser Arafat, including a 
former senior figure in the 
hardline Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas), Imad 
Faluji, Mr. Safieh said. 

Hamas is virulently 
opposed to Mr. Arafat's par- 


tial land-for-peace agree- 
ments with Israel and has 
refused to participate in the 
upcoming vote. 

However at reconciliation 
talks with the self-rule au- 
thority last week in Cairo, the 
movement agreed not to call 
formally for a boycott of the 
polls. 

Mr. Faluji, former editor 
of the official Hamas news- 
paper Al Watan, was ousted 
from the movement last week 
for working with Mr. Arafat’s 
Palestinian Authority. 

Mr, Safieh said other 
candidates represented _ a 
number of small parties, in- 
cluding the National Demo- 
cratic Group, a left-wing 
PLO faction headed by 
Haidar Abul Shafi, who 
beaded the PLO delegation 
to the 1991 Madrid peace 
conference. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Arafat 
dissolved the self-rule Palesti- 
nian Authority (PA), late 
Saturday, one week before 
the beginning of the electoral 
campaigns. 

Officials said nine mem- 
bers of the 24-member au- 
thority resigned at its meeting 
in the West Bank town of 
Bethlehem in order to stand 
in elections on Jan. 20. 

Palestinian official Saeb 
Erekat said: "We officially 
resigned tonight... this was 
the last Palestinian Authority 
meeting ." 


Islamists lead in early ‘unfair’ — deputy 

■ ** By Sa’eda Slant , ■ are expcc 

results of Turk elections as 


ANKARA (R) — The Islam- 
ist Welfare Party (RP) edged 
in front of its two conserva- 
tive rivals in early results 
from Sunday's elections, the 
state-run Anatolian news 
agency said. 

First returns showed Wel- 
fare in first place on 21.2 per 
cent, followed closely by the 
main Motherland Party 
(ANAP) on 20.1 per cent. 
Prime Minister Tansu Ciller’s 
True Path Party (DYP) was 
in third place with 19.9 per 
cent, Anatolian said. 

Just more than 13 per cent 
of votes had been counted, it 
said. It was unclear how these 
early results would translate 
into seats in the 550-member 
parliament. Seats are 
assigned under a complex 
system of proportional repre- 
sentation. 

The main Social Democra- 
tic Party, the Ultra- 
Nationalists and the Kurdish 
Party, meanwhile, are strag- 
gling for the 10 per cent of 
the national vote required to 
gain seats in parliament. 

“Your decision is to choose 
civilisation or darkness,” 
U.S. educated Prime Minis- 
ter Tansu Ciller warned the 
electorate in a final blast at 
Welfare. 

Later at a polling station 
near her Istanbul sedside 
home, a cheerful Ciller said 
as she cast her ballot; “We 


can see democracy here in 
our nation.” 

Islamist leader Necmertin 
Erbakan, voting in Ankara, 
left little doubt the polls went 
beyond Ms. Oiler’s Wester- 
nised notions of democracy. 

“Allah will make these 
elections the day of deliver- 
ance for ail the people of our 
country,” said Mr. Erbakan, 
to the loud acclaim of the 
party faithful gathered 
around him. 

But even RP voters, re- 
flecting the general malaise 
of an electorate bartered by 
runaway inflation, high un- 
employment and uneven eco- 
nomic growth, seemed less 
than committed. 

“Lex him come, and wel- 
come to him,” said one man 
awaiting Mr. Erbakan's arriv- 
al. “It will be change, and tie 
certainly can’t be worse (than 
others).” 

Voting ended in Western 
Turk'ey at four p.m. (1400 
GMT), one hour after polls 
dosed in the east. Opinion 
polls had the three parties 
jockeying for the lead with 
little between them. 

Horse-trading among the 
parties, none of which has 
any chance of an outright 
majority, is expecting to take 
weeks at least. 

In accordance with prece- 
dent, the president will ask 
the party with the most seats 


to try to form a government. 
But the leading parties have 
all said they would not join 
forces with the Islamists, 
should they get the mandate. 

Voters arrived at polling 
stations early in the capital 
Ankara, but the lowi-key 
atmosphere contrasted to the 
flag-waving motorcades and 
noisy soundtracks of recent 
days. Electioneering is strict- 
ly banned on polling day. 

In Istanbul, the RP forces 
even managed a show of 
strength at Ms. Gller's own 
polling station, in the Posh 
Yenikoy district. 

And m the remote eastern 
province of Tunceli, where 
offidals laid on 20,000 troops 
to ensure election security, 
long queues formed at polling 
stations. 

Ms. Gller and her right- 
wing rival Mesut Yilmaz, 
leader of ANAP, pursued a 
campaign alternatively slam- 
ming one another and their 
Islamist foe. 

However, Ms. Gller is in 
danger of losing her grasp on 
the DYP if she cedes domina- 
tion of the right to Mr. Yil- 
maz, a bitter personal rival. 
The two leaders have stub- 
bornly resisted calls, led by 
business circles, for a con- 
servative coalition. 

The prime minister was 

(Continued on page 7) 


By Sa’eda Kflani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An Islamist de- 
puty Sunday rejected asser- 
tions by Minister of Interior 
Salameh Hammad that the 
government follows legal 
procedures in determining 
administrative divisions in 
the Kingdom, charging that 
these divisions are “inaccu- 
rate and unjust.” 

Ahmed Kassasbeh, mem- 
ber of the 17-member Islamic 
Action Front parliamentary 
bloc, said that “administra- 
tive divisions in the Kingdom 
were shaped in a way to go 
band in band with the gov- 
ernment’s plans for the com- 
ing parliamentary elections" 
that will be held m 1997. 

In a written reply to an 
earlier question by Mr. Kas- 
sasbeh, Mr. Hammad said 
the government followed 
three rules when it changed 
administrative divisions. 
They were the number of 
inhabitants, the geographical 
area and the distance from 
the centre. 

He said administrative 
changes are usually effected 
to provide the best services 
for the inhabitants of gov- 
emorates, districts and sub- 
districts. 

Gting figures and data for 
all districts and sub-districts 
that have been effected by 
the administrative changes 
which were stated in the new 
regulations that the cabinet 
endorsed last October and 




are expected to be effective 
as of the beginning of next 
year, Mr. Kassasbeh said 
during a session of the Lower 
Honse of Parliament the 
changes were “illogical and 
unjust.” 

The new regulations, he 
said, divide the Kingdom into 1 
85 administrative units that 
include 12 govemorates, 39 
districts and 344 sub-districts. 

“Do we really need this 
high number of (administra- 
tive) divisions?” he asked. 
“Does not this entail a heavy 
financial and administrative 
burden” for the Kingdom? 
said Mr. Kassasbeh, on 
whose charges the govern- 
ment did not comment. 

Also during the House’s 
session Sunday, Deputy 
Nazeeh Amain said that a 
large number of Jordanians 
have been denied the right to 
food coupons, mainly the to 
administrative difficulties 
that prevented them from 
collecting their coupons. 

“The same thing happened 
last year,” Dr. Amarin said. 
"If the Ministry of Supplies 
continues to be stubborn, 
then 2000 families in Kerak 
alone will be deprived of 
these coupons." 

The government did riot 
comment on Dr. Amarin’s 
remarks either. 

Meanwhile, lawmakers 
continued discussions of the 
House’s bylaws during the 
session which House Speaker 
Sa ad Hayel Srour declared 
over after it lost quorum. 
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Sheikh Zayed renews call W" 

s \ 

for end to Iraqi suffering 4 



DUBAI (Agencies) — Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE) 
President Sheikh Zayed Ben 
Sultan AJ N ah ay an on Sun- 
day renewed his call for an 
end to- Iraqi suffering, stres- 
sing that Baghdad must fully 
comply with ail U.N. resolu- 
tions. 

Addressing a session of the 
consultative UAE national 
council, he also assured Iran 
of UAE readiness to accept 
in advance any ruling by the 
world court over three 
strategic Gulf islands dis- 
puted with Tehran. 

"While stressing the ne- 
cessity of Iraq's taking all 
necessary steps to implement 
international resolutions, we 
are not ignoring the big diffi- 
culties suffered by the Iraqi 
people in their day-to-day 
life," he said in a speech 
reported by the official 
WAM news agency. 

■ U.N. sanctions were im- 
posed on Iraq following its 


1990 invasion of Kuwait, 
from which it was ousted in 

1991 by a U.S.-led alliance. 

Sheikh Zayed, who in 

October said the time had 
come for lifting the sanctions, 
urged Iraq in his speech to 
make use of a Security Coun- 
cil resolution which allows it 
to sell $2 billion worth of oil 
over six months to buy food 
and other civilian goods. 

Baghdad has rejected the 
resolution, saying it violates 
its sovereignty. 

“Looking forward to the 
day when Iraq will bypass its 
present situation and become 
a constructive element in the 
Arab body, we strongly 
affirm our' full anxiety to 
maintain the unity and ter- 
ritorial integrity of Iraq." he 
said. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
has recently promoted the 
concept of a federation 
grouping the three major 
components of the popula- 


tion — the Kurds in the 
north, the Sunni Muslims 
who dominate under Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein, and 
the Shi'ite Muslims. 

On the dispute with Iran 
over three Gulf islands. 
Sheikh Zayed urged Tehran 
to end its occupation of the 
two Tumb islands and annual 
measures taken in the island 
of Abu Musa and accept 
peaceful means including re- 
sorting to the International 
Court of Justice. 

The dispute flared when 
Tehran tightened security 
measures in 1992 on Abu 
Musa, an island with several 
thousand inhabitants near oil 
shipping lanes at the mouth 
of the Gulf. 

The UAE responded by 
reasserting ■ its claim to the 
Tumbs. In the latest round of 
talks in Qatar in November 
the two sides failed to agree 
on an agenda for negotia- 
tions. 


“We renew our pledge 
which we made before to 
accept all the results that 
might come out as a result of 
the court’s ruling on the dis- 
pute over the islands,” he 
said. 

"We reiterate the call to 
our brothers in the Islamic 
Republic of Iran to respond 
to our initiatives and calls and 
end their occupation of the 
three islands and stick to the 
memorandum of understand- 
ing on Abu Musa,” he said. 

"A solution to this prob- 
lem should be in accordance 
with the international law 
and through peaceful means, 
including arbitration. This 
solution is in line with our 
historic friendly relations and 
mutual interests.” 

Two rounds of negotiations 
between the Gulf nations 
over the past three years have 
failed to end the dispute and 
ease tension in their once 
strong links. 
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Two Iraqi children, collecting empty bottles for sale as a means of supporting their families, pass by a Santa 
Claus Satnrday in Baghdad (AFP photo) 


Qatar still squeezed OAU accused of 

• ip a u 11 • meddling in Somalia 

in iruii Aran alliance 


DUBAI (R) — A dispute 
between Qatar and its Gulf 
Arab neighbours lingers on 
despite efforts by Doha to 
end its growing isolation. 
Gulf Arab official sources 
said. 

“Qatar offered nothing 
new at the talks,” said a 
well-placed source. “Qatar is 
in a critical position within 
the GCC ” 

Following talks on Satur- 
day in Abu Dhabi and Mus- 
cat to find a way out of the 
dispute and ease the anger of 
former supporters within the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC),. Qatari Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Hamad Bin 
Jassim Bin Jabr AJ Thani 
said: 

“Qatar’s stand is as it is 
and Ido not want to comment 
further than the declared 
Qatari position in this issue.” 

Hosts Oman-rabd'the Un- 
ited. Arab Emirates .(UAE) 
were, disappointed and 
angered when Qatar’s new 
emir Sheikh Hamad Bin Kha- 
lifa A1 Thani refused to 
attend the closing session of 
the annual GCC summit in 
Muscat Dec. 6. 

“Qatar has no friends left 
in the GCC. It was already at 
odds with Saudi Arabia. 


Bahrain and Oman.” said a 
Gulf source. 

Qatar took the embarras- 
sing step to protest against 
the method by which the 
alliance appointed Saudi 
national Jam eel AJ Hujilan as 
GCC secretary-general, 
dropping Doha's candidate. 

Its allies were further 
angered when the Qatari 
foreign minister threatened 
prior to the fence-mending 
tour to boycott all GCC and 
other Arab meetings if Mr. 
Hujilan is allowed to attend 
as secretary-general. He 
assumes the post in March. 

He had earlier proposed 
the formation of a GCC com- 
mittee to review the dispute 
and pledged to abide by its 
decision but a Gulf Arab 
official said late on Saturday: 
‘The ball is in their court, the 
solution lies with Qatar not 
with os (GCC states).” 

Qatar has stressed that it 
would host the next GCC 
summit, as scheduled, but it 
also angered its GCC part- 
ners, mainly the group’s 
dominant power Saudi Ara- 
bia, when it discussed the 
dispute with the United 
States and other world pow- 


ers. 

The minister's UAE visit 
coincided with the presence 
in Abu Dhabi of former 
Qatari emir. Sheikh Khalifa 
Bin Hamad A1 Thani, who 
-was toppled by his son in 
June while on a foreign tour. 

The Qatari minister de- 
scribed the visit as “normal 
and his right. We also wel- 
come him to visit his country 
Qatar and wish him good 
health and hope he visits 
Qatar some day." 

UAE officials stressed that 
the visit was set prior to the 
GCC summit and that Doha 
was informed of it several 
weeks ago. 

But in a sign of further 
pressure on Doha, the de- 
posed emir is expected to 
visit other GCC stales in the 
next few days, including 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait; and 
Bahrain, officials said. 

Late on Saturday, saudi 
television said Crown Prince 
Abdullah received a tele- 
phone call from the former 
emir to ask about the health 
of Saudi King Fahd who was 
discharged from hospital ear- 
lier this month after suffering 
what U.S. officials said was a 
stroke. 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
The faction of General 
Mohammad Farah Aideed 
has accused the Organisation 
of African Unity (OAU) of 
persistently interfering in 
Somalia's internal affairs, 
press reports said Sunday. 

In a speech delivered 
Saturday and widely reported 
by the press. General Jama 
Mohammad Qalib, the “fore- 
ign minister" of Gen. 
Aideed’s United Somali 
Congress/Somali National 
Alliance (USC/SNA) faction, 
said the OAU was “deter- 
minedly interfering in the in- 
ternal affairs of the Somali 
people.” 

Mr. Qalib also accused 
OAU Secretary-General 
Salim Ahmad Salim of en- 
couraging elements within 
Somalia who he charged are 
being manipulated by fore- 
igners. 

“Somalia is a sovereign 
state being ruled by a govern- 
ment supported . by the 
majority of the Somalia peo- 
ple,” Mr. Qalib said. 

The anger against the 
OAU was apparently promp- 
ted by reports of a proposed 
national reconciliation con- 
ference to be organised by 
the OAU to try to reconcile 
Somalia's warring factions. 

Apart from the OAU, the 


Arab League and other Isla- 
mic countries have also re- 
cently offered to mediate be- 
tween the Somali faction 
leaders. 

Aideed’s government was 
formed after a conference of 
his supporters declared him 
interim president of Somalia 
for three years in Mogadishu 
in June, but other Somali 
clan factions have refused to 
recognise it and have called 
for its disbandment. 

Other African countries, 
with the exception of Libya, 
have also refused to recog- 
nise Gen. Aideed's govern- 
ment. 

** Meanwhile, a Sharia court 
source in Mogadishu said a 
large number of heavily- 
armed Islamic militiamen 
have been ordered onto the 
streets of north Mogadishu to 
enforce strict application of 

Islamic Sharia laws. 

• 

The order came- during an 
address Saturday at a reli- 
gious gathering in northern 
Mogadishu given by Sharia 
court •chairman Sheikh Ali 
Mahmoud, who recently re- 
turned from a pilgrimage to 
Saudi Arabia. 

After be issued the order, 
Islamic militiamen descended 
on the streets of the northern • 
half of capital. 


Americans in S. Arabia plan low-key Christmas 


DUBAI (R) — Americans 
in Saudi Arabia are celeb- 
rating Christmas discreetly 
as always in the Muslim 
kingdom, undeterred by 
security warnings that more 
bombings may be planned 
against Westerners over 
the holiday. 

The U.S. State Depart- 
ment Saturday said it 
feared attacks against 
Americans and other Wes- 
terners in Saudi Arabia 
over the holiday after the 
car bomb in November at a 
U.S.-run military centre in 
Riyadh which killed five 
Americans and two Indi- 
ans. 

“We have received un- 
confirmed information that 
additional bombings may 
be planned against Western 
interests in Saudi Arabia.” 
the U.S. embassy in 
Riyadh told callers. 

There are about 35,008 


Americans in the kingdom. 

Security was tightened at 
U.S. facilities and walled 
compounds for foreigners 
after the car bomb. There 
have been no reported 
arrests but three groups 
claimed responsibility and 
cited opposition to 
Riyadh's dose ties with the 
West. 

“We believe that the up- 
coming holiday season 
could be a time of special 
concern,” the State De- 
partment said in Washing- 
ton. 

Americans in Saudi Ara- 
bia should exerdse caution, 
keep a low profile, and 
reduce travel within Saudi 
Arabia, it added. 

One American said on 
Sunday he saw two Christ- 
mas trees in the windows of 
the residential compound 
of the bombed complex. 

Christmas celebrations 


by Saudi Arabia’s expatri- 
ate community have always 
been discreet affairs. Most 
expatriate families leave 
Saudi Arabia over the holi- 
day, and those who stay 
behind celebrate quietly in 
compounds out of respect 
for the kingdom’s role as 
home of Islam’s holiest 
shrines. 

“It (the bombing) is al- 
ways at the back of our 
minds.” a Riyadh-based 
American lawyer said. 
“There are not many ex- 
patriates left in town. A 
huge number leave for the 
holidays. 

“Christmas parties go on 
all over the place, but 
they’re on the sedate side,” 
he told Reuters by tele- 
phone. 

Charles Vernon, an 
American working in Jed- 
dah, said “I live on a West- 
ern compound. There are 


no ostentatious Christmas 
displays. This is a very con- 
servative Islamic country 
and no-one wants to offend 
Islamic sensibilities.” 

"The Western com-, 
pounds are pretty insular,’’ 
said Steve Swager, an 
American businessman 
who works in Riyadh. 

Season's greetings cards 
sold in Saudi Arabia avoid 
religious symbols. One put 
a bedouin spin on the sea- 
sonal theme by depicting a 
camel draped in holly. 

Christmas trees also take' 
on a distinctly desert style. 

“The compound mana- 
ger puts up lights in the 
palm trees," said Mr. Swager. 
He said he saw a man in 
Saudi robes selling poinset- 
tias and pine trees from a 
truck outside a Western 
compound on Saturday. 

“Artificial trees are sold 


in Saudi stores as well as 
ornaments devoid of any 
Christian symbols.” said 
Mr. Swager. 

Religious services are 
prohibited but residents say 
some are quietly held on 
Western military com- 
plexes or embassies. 

A diplomat said the 
Saudi religious police, who 
ensure the kingdom’s con- 
servative Muslim values are 
observed in public, become 
increasingly vigilant at this 
time of year. 

Mr. Swager, a bachelor 
from Huntsville, Alabama, 
said he might spend Christ- 
mas day over a TV dinner 
but there was still a bright 
side to spending it in the 
kingdom. 

“A lot of people suffer 
from Christmas depress- 
ion," he said. “So being in 
Saudi away from all that 
commercialism is good.” 


Sudanese 

assembly 

passes 

election 

bill 

KHARTOUM (R) — 
Sudan’s appointed legislature 
has approved a bill by Presi- 
dent O mar Hassan A1 Bashir 
on the mechanism to elect a 
bead of state and his govern- 
ment, local media reported 
Sunday. 

The national assembly 
approved the 13th constitu- 
tional decree Saturday with 
minor changes. It sets proce- 
dures for electing the presi- 
dent and forming a cabinet, 
and the powers of the presi- 
dent and the duties of minis- 
ters. 

Sudan is due to hold par- 
liamentary and presidential j 
elections next year. Some ; 
newspapers have said both ! 
elections could take place as 
early as February. 

On June 30, 1989, Prime 
Minister Sadeq AJ Mahdi’s 
civilian government was top- 
pled in a coup which placed 
Gen. Bashir, a lieutenant 
general, as the head of a 
military government. 

Gen. Bashir’s decree has 
been an issue of debate by 
the legislature, which has 
more than once postponed its 
approval because of reserva- 
tions 

A proposal by some de- 
puties that the post of first 
vice president be reserved for 
southern Sudanese, who have 
long complained of being ex- 
cluded from the centre of 
power in Khartoum, was not 
adopted. 

Southerners have long felt 
they do not get a fair share of 
power in Khartoum but suc- 
cessive governments, includ- 
ing Gen. Bashir’s, have given 
the post of first vice president 
to a northerner and that of 
second vice president to a 
southerner. 

The independent Akhbar 
A1 Youm newspaper said that 
Jwang Twong, the bead of 
the peace committee and a 
leading southern Sudanese m 
the assembly, had withdrawn 
the proposal calling for a 
southerner to occupy the post 
of first vice president. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Israel denies role in Eritrean invasion 

CAIRO (AFP) — Israeli Foreign Minister Ehud Barak 
denied on Sunday his country had a hand in the conflict 
between Eritrea and Yemen over a strategic island at the 
mouth of the Red Sea. “I deny categorically,” reports of 
Israeli links to the bloody dispute. Mr. Barak said at a press 
conference in Cairo. “We didn't have any role in the past 
or in this present conflict. We are not aware of anything 
going on about those islands." Mr. Barak said. Yemen and 
the Egyptian press have implicitly accused Israel of backing 
Eritrea when it invaded the island of Hanish AI Kebir, 
claimed by both Asmara and Sanaa, and seized it a week 
ago. 

Arab urban population to reach 157m 

CAIRO (AFP) — The population of Middle Eastern cities 
will have increased fifty-fold over the course of the 20th 
century, an Arab League report said Sunday. In 1900, the 
urban population numbered 3.5 million in the Arab World 
and has now reached 130 million, while. the number of cities 
with over a million residents has increased to 15. the report 
said. By 2000 the urban population is expected to reach 157 
million, it said. The report, compiled in preparation for an 
urban conference to be held in Istanbul next June, warned 
of a “growing crisis in major Arab cities.” Unchecked 
urban growth could lead to “deterioration of economic 
performance and productivity, increased consumption and 
spending, as well as the social effects of widespread poverty 
among city residents.” the report said. 

Student causes bomb scare to avoid exam 

KUWAIT (R) — A Kuwait university student faces a 
five-year jail term for causing a bomb scare to avoid taking 
an exam, a local newspaper said Sunday. “Investigations 
revealed that the student was not ready for an examination. 
That drove him to think of a way to cancel it.” Al Seya&sab 
newspaper quoted security sources as saying. Prosecutors 
filed a suit against the student who might end up in jail for 
five years for disturbing the authorities, it said. The 
newspaper did not give the student's name, age or the 
subject of the examination. 

Egyptian sets himself ablaze 

CAIRO (AFP) — A Cairo man set himself on fire in a 
failed attempt to convince his wife to pawn her jewelry to 
buy a new video recorder, the daily Al Akhbar reported on 
Sunday. Mohammad Abdu Mohammad. 36, an employee 
in a cafe, doused himself with kerosene and threatened to 
immolate himself if his wife did not sell off her jewelry, the 
paper said. She called his bluff, so Mohammad struck a 
match and repeated his threat. She refused again, but then 
the flame accidentally caught Mohammad's soaking 
clothes. Neighbour’s burst into their fiat to find the. 
unidentified wife and her 15-year-old daughter standing 
watching the husband go up in flames, the paper said. 
Mohammad was taken to hospital with burns over 60 per 
cent of bis body. Police were told he had wanted the cash 
from the jewelry to buy a new video to replace one stolen 
from this cafe. 

Sudan to release 3,500 inmates over Christmas 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudanese President Lieutenant 
General Omar Hassan Al Bashir has ordered the release of 
3^500 prisoners as a goodwill gesture on the occasions of 
Christmas and his country’s independence anniversajy. 

gained independence from Britain Jan. 1. 1956. The 
official Sudan News Agency, SUNA, said on Sunday that 
Bashl / lss . ued ® decree dropping the remaining 
sentences of male and female prisoners who have com- 
pleted half of their terms on condition that any fines 
imposed on them are paid. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 
14:00 

Cartoon Movie: “A Boy Named 
Charlie Brown” 

1530 

Family Christmas Movie: "Ernest 
Saves Christmas'' 

17:00 

Children's programme — CEst 
Pas Sorrier 

1730 

Scric — Dcs Hcros Ordinaircs 

IM0 News in French 

19:15 Magazine — Nimbus 

1938 News Headlines 

1935 Home Improvement 

29:08 Inventions 

2035 The Bold and (be Beautiful 

21:10 StarTrck 

22:00 News in English 

22:25 

"The Man in Santa Claus suit'' 
2338 The Four Seasons 

PRAYER TIMES 

05:06 i Fajr 

06:28 (Sunrise) Duha 

11:35 Dhuhr 

14:19 Asr 

16:42 Maghreb 

18:05 Tsha 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Xazarctb Church 
SwefOefc, Tel. 810740 


Assemblies of God Church. Tel. 
632785. 

SC Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the AnnnndaHon Tel. 

637440. 

De fat Salle Church Tel. 661757 
T arswo s Church Td: 622366 
Church of the Ammndatkm Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826 
Armenian Catholic Church Td. 

771331. 

Arme nian Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman Inter na tional Church Td. 
652526. 

EvangeBcal Lutinan Church Tel: 
.824328. 

Gennan-speakiHg EvangeBcal Con- 
pegatkm Td. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 654932 
Church of Naarene Tcl.675691. 
The Eva ng e Bca l Local Church In 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Tel. 811295 


WEATHER 


Bulletin 
ment of 


‘in supplied by , 
of Meteorology. 


the Depart- 


Sunny weather conditions will 
prevail with temper a tures around 
average and winds southeasterly 
light to active. In Aqaba, winds will 
be northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 


MinJMax. temp. 


Amman 3/15 

Aqaba 10/20 

Deserts 2/16 

Jordan Valley 9/21 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 16. Aqaba 21 Humidity 
readings: Amman 56 per cent, 
Aqaba 56 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Gbaicb Zawaidcfa 7360 1 1 

Dr. Fakhcr Bctbcisi 663412 

Dr. Khalil AITusluq 757253 

Dr. Osama Al Husscini 847289 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy ......... 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AI Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisaai pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBUfc 

Dr. Ahmad Oanu 281484 

Alquds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 


Dr. Amin Abul Rub 982393 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 
Gvil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PabGc Security Department 63032! 

Hold Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water ano Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Com plaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Ovciscas Calk 010230 

Central Amman -Telephone ■. - 

Repairs 62310V 

Abdali Telephone Repair; 661 101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

‘ 815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 


’ Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Husscm Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khaltdi Maternity, J. Amn 

644281/6 

Alulch Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Mai has. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Sbmdsani 607071 

Shradsani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Ai-Muhajiccn ... 777101/3 
AI-Bashir.J. Ashfafich 775111/26 

Army, Marita 891611/15 

Queen AHa Hospital .... 602240/50 
Aroal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Center for Heart and 
Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 


IbnSina Hospital (09)986732 

AlHikna Modem Hospital (09)990990 

MU 

Princes Basra Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Catbofic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafces Hospital (02)247100 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia In- 
ternational Airport Tel. (08)53200- 
5. where it should always be veri- 
fied. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Rights 

(Terminal 1) 

Wl-M Sanaa (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

KM Damascus (RJ) 

99-J9 New Delhi I RJ) 

09:55 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

18*5 Beirut (RJ) 

1629 Cairo (RJ) 

18*9 Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

1909 Bangkok (RJ) 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 


Rooc(AZ) 

Khartoum | SD)- 

Cairo (MS) 


12^0 .... Muscat. Abu Dhabi (GF) 
Jf Vienna fOS) 

■■■■: Kicv(6U) 

Pans. Damascus (AF) 

Athens. Beirut (OA) 

01:28 Amsterdam (KL) 

departures 
R oyal Jordanian (RJ) 
Rights 
(Terminal 1 ) 

Beirut (RJ) 

„ — Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ ) 

Frankfurt, London (RJ) 

■—. Cairo (RJ) 

Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

zfjf Damascus (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi (Rjj 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

225 r«"c{az) 

Beinit (ME) 

1^2 Cairo (MS) 

Bahrain. Abu Dhabi. Muscat (GF) 
S Vienna (OS 

S3 ■.■■Amsterdam (KL) 

HIJAZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN 


Dep. Amman 8:00 every Monday 
Ait. Damascus 

5:00 p.m. every Monday 
Dtp. Damascus 

7:30 a.m. every Sunday 

AlT, Amman 

5:00 p.m. every Sunday 


market prices 

Uppcrflowcr price in fits per kg. 


*PP te 700/500 

““tana 680 

Banana (Mukammar) 620 

Banana (imported) 880700 

> abba « c 100/50 

260 / 150 * j 

Cauliflower 11050 ' 

Cucumbers Oatgc) 200/120 \ 

Cucumbers (small) 350/220 

38 Pk«‘ 200 1 100 : 

£ ari,c 750/500 

tarape Fruit 220/150 

Jf 1 ™" 250/180 

Marrow (large) 120/80 

Marrow (small) 230 / 150 : 

Onion (green) ’ 220/150 : 

Onion (dry) 230 / ISO 

° ra "BC 540/400 i 

pepper (hot) 260/180 j 

{'cppcr(sweei) 260/180 i 

™ta«o 260 1 180 l 

150/80 j 

3 "."** 120/80 

String Beans 530/450 

Tangerine 27 W 200 

Toma, ° 170/100 
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Home News 


Meeting to study ‘Health for All’ goal 

Ministry faces organisational obstacles in goal achievement 






AMMAN (Petra) — The Health Min- 
istry, which in 1980 pledged to achieve 
the goal run by the slogan “Health 
Services .for All By the Year 2000", 
has encountered a number of obsta- 
cles,' according to Sa’ad Kharabsheh, 
director of the ministry's Disease 
Control Department. 

Id his address Sunday to the opening 
session of a four-day meeting by 
countries in the east Mediterranean 
region. Dr. Kharabsheh said a great 
deal had, however, been achieved 
towards attaining that objective. 

The ministry feces the problem of a 
lack of coordination among various 
parties in the health sector, an absence 
of teamwork spirit and a lack of mean- 
ingful and effective participation on 
the part of local communities towards 

the achievement of the health goal, 
according to Dr. Kharabsheh. 

Dr. Kharabseh said his department 
has. been involved in promoting pri- 


mary health care among doctors and 
health cadres, providing training to 
staff and improving the operational 
management of health centres. 

According to the director, the min- 
istry has also been involved in cooper- 
ation with the Noor A1 Hussein Foun- 
dation (NHF) in the implementation 
of “The Improvement of Quality of 
Life" goal among various communi- 
ties, with backing and support from 
the World Health Organisation 
(WHO). 

Dr. Kharabsheh said he hoped the 
four-day meeting, attended by dele- 
gates from eight nations, will give 
assessment and evaluation reports on 
progress achieved so far in basic and 
primary health care services in the 
region. 

NHF Executive Director Ibrahim 
Badran outlined the foundation's 
efforts over the past decade towards 
improving conditions of less fortunate 


communities. He noted NHFs 
achievements in carrying out 34 pro- 
jects which aim to benefit 45, 000 
people in different communities. 

Omar Suleiman, WHO’s regional 
representative, said the 21st century 
will bring new challenges to health 
services. He said WHO's various 
regional offices will continue to coop- 
erate with national governments in 
order to overcome obstacles impeding 
the improvement of primary health 
services. 

Organised by the WHO regional 
office, the meeting is attended by del- 
egates from Jordan, Egypt, Tunisia, 
Yemen, Morocco, Djibouti, Iran and 
Pakistan, in addition to WHO experts. 

Delegates will review primary 
health services and examine the chal- 
lenges feeing various participating 
nations in attaining the goal “Health 
for All by the Year 2000.” 


Three sentenced to life for murder of newborn 
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By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 




AMMAN — One man was 
sentenced to life imprison- 
ment for the murder of his 
newborn son and two more, 
including a woman, were 
sentenced each to seven 
and a half years by the 
Criminal Court Sunday for 
participating in the crime, 
’i.®' Ali Yousef Zugheimat, 
" : : ; 27, first received the death 

sentence for killing his 
seven-days old son 
a - On tOrsjjj|. Mo hammad, but the sen- 
tence was reduced to life 
_ imprisonment because of 

- , _ the filial relation between 

the victim and the convict. 
Presiding Judge Abdul 
Rahman Tawfiq said. 

The mother of the new- 
born, Basina Rudwan, 20, 
was first sentenced to 15 
years but the verdict was 
reduced to half for the same 
legal reason. Judge Tawfiq 
added. 

Ahmad Radi Zugheimat, 




33, a close relative of the 
convicts also received 
seven and a half years for 
his role which was to bury 
the child in a deserted area 
to conceal the crime. 

According to court docu- 
ments, Ali married Basraa 
after learning that she 
became pregnant. The 
baby was delivered four 
months alter the couple had 
married. On Feb. 2, seven 
days alter Mohammad was 
born, the documents said, 
the couple “regretted feeir 
actions and decided to kill 
the newborn to cleanse 
their honour." 

The document said that 
the same evening, Ali 
placed blankets and pillows 
over his son's face and alter 
his son died, he asked 
Ahmad to help him get rid 
of the body. 

- Ahmad took the body and 
buried it in a deserted area. 
Two days later Ahmad 
informed the authorities, 
the document said. 


The verdict will automat- 
ically be reviewed by the 
Court of Cassation in the 
□ext 15 days. 

Also Sunday, the court 
beard testimonies of three 
witnesses in the case of a 
29-year-old man accused of 
robbing, killing and muti- 
lating a man in Salt in 
August 

Kayed Ahmad is charged 
with the brutal murder of 
Mohammad Ensour in his 
house in Salt on Aug. 14, 
stealing his money then 
cutting his body into parts 
over a money feud. The 
defendant pleaded not 
guilty to the charges during 
fee Nov. 6 opening session. 

Ahmad Ensour, brother of 
fee victim told the court 
feat he was informed by his 
brother feat fee defendant 
was helping him obtain a 
taxi licence. 

After his brother's disap- 
pearance, Ahmad said that 
he asked fee defendant 
Kayed about his brother's 


whereabouts “since he was 
informed by friends feat 
Kayed was fee last person 
to see his brother." 

“Kayed at first denied 
seeing my brother fee day 
he disappeared but then 
after confronting him he 
said he did see him, but bad 
no idea of his where- 
abouts,” Mr. Ensour told 
the court 

The court also beard testi- 
monies of two police offi- 
cers who retrieved part of 
fee evidence including a 
saw feat fee alleged killer 
used to cut Mr. Ensour’s 
body and some documents 
feat belonged to fee victim 
which was found in a bag in 
Salt by authorities. 

Presiding Judge Tawfiq 
set Jan. 13 to continue hear- 
ing the case. 

— Bsrr.tfe. 
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ets himself ablais 







AND MERRY CHRISTMAS TO YOU TOO: A somewhat underweight Father Christmas greets a 
group of curious children in Wadi Saqra street to give them their season’s wishes and, to the chil- 
dren’s delight, a lollipop each (Photo by Yousef A1 ‘Allan) 
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Prince Ra’ad visits ministry 

AMMAN (Petra) — Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra’ad Bin 
Zeid Sunday called at fee Ministry of Water and Irrigation 
where he was briefed by Minister Saleh Irsheidat on water 
projects being carried out by fee ministry, as pan of its 
ongoing efforts to meet citizens' water needs. Prince 
Ra’ad was also briefed on progress in fee water projects 
presented to fee Middle East and North Africa summit, 
which was held here OcL 29. Dr. Irsheidat presented a 
detailed briefing on the Jordan Rift Valley. 

Banks closed today 

AMMAN (Petra) — All banks and financial companies 
will be closed today in observance of Christmas, accord- 
ing to a co mmu nique issued by the Central Bank of Jor- 
dan. 

Business delegation to head to Kenya 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A Jordanian delegation of business- 
men and aviation officials will bead to Kenya on Jan. 20 
for talks on prospects of promoting economic and trade 
ties between Kenya and Jordan, according to Kenya s 
Honorary Consul in Jordan Amjad Hani Mousa Sunday. 
The consul said trade has doubled between fee two coun- 
tries over the past four years, with Jordan exporting fer- 
tilisers to the African country in exchange for Kenyan cof- 
fee, iron sheets, textiles and traditional jewellery He said 
fee delegation going to Kenya next month will discuss 


prospects for an air transport agreement between fee two 
countries and fee exchange of health expertise and schol- 
arships, in addition to talks on trade. 


Umra buses to obtain special permit 

AMMAN (Petra) . — The Public Security Department 
Sunday called on drivers of medium-sized vehicles and 
buses, carrying Umra passengers to Saudi Arabia to 
obtain a prior permit from the traffic department PSD 
sources said no vehicle, irrespective of whether it is car- 
rying private or public plates, will be allowed to operate 
services to Saudi Arabia unless fee drivers obtain special 
permits from the Traffic Department 

Committee holds workshop on poverty 

IRBID (Petra) — The National Jordanian Committee on 
Women's Affairs Sunday held a one-day workshop at 
Princess Basina Social Development Centre on fee role of 
women in identifying areas of poverty and in addressing 
poverty issues. A total of 30 women participants discussed 
working papers presented by the coordinator of Non-Gov- 
ernmental Organisations (NGOs), and representatives of 
fee Ministry of Social Development and Princess Basina 
Centre. The papers dealt wife issues such as reducing 
poverty effects and the role of women committees in 
fighting fee problem of poverty. 
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Accountability in Islam is general 
in nature, scholars tell court 


By Rana Husseini 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Two defence witnesses 
in the case of Atta Abu Risbteb, who is 
being tried for allegedly slandering 
His Majesty King Hussein. Sunday 
testified at fee State Security Court 
that accountability in Islam involved 
the ruler and his subjects in general 
and that personal advice made in pub- 
lic may become slanderous or libel- 
lous. 

Chief Islamic Justice Sheikh Izzed- 
din AI Khatib A1 Tamimi, 68, advisor 
to fee King and Sheikh Abdul Azziz 
Khayat, a senator and a former minis- 
ter of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
appeared in court in their capacity as 
Islamic scholars on fee rulings of 
Islam in fee relationship between the 
rulers and fee ruled. 

Mr. Abu Rishteh, spokesman of fee 
illegal Hezb Al Tahrir party (Libera- 
tion party), is also charged wife 
belonging to an illegal organisation. 

Last month, Mr. Abu Rishteh, who 
was apprehended by fee authorities on 
Oct. 15, following an interview with 
fee weekly Al Hiwar, pleaded inno- 
cent to both charges. 

On Dec. 17, Mr. Abu Rishteh told 
fee tribunal that fee newspaper inter- 
view was based on interpretations of 
fee Islamic Sharia and that he was 
only “following his right to question 
officials as embedded in fee Sharia.” 

However, on Sunday when asked by 
fee defence about political account- 
ability, Sheikh Tamimi told fee court 


that there are no special articles in 
Islamic Sharia that deal wife political 
accountability. 

Mr. Abu Rishteh’s defence was cry- 
ing to prove that the defendant’s inter- 
view was based on political account- 
ability in Islam which, he said, was 
fee right of every Muslim and one of 
the main pillars of Islamic Sharia. 

Sheikh Khayat testified feat it was 
permissible for Muslims to question 
or advise their rulers in general and 
not on specific issues. 

"The question or advice should be 
directed from the nation to its ruler 
and should not be in a slanderous 
form, otherwise it is no longer 
advice," Sheikh Khatib said. 

Asked by Mr. Abu Rishteh's artor- 
ney if negotiating with “infidels’’ was 
permissible in Islam, Sheikh Khayat 
said ir was. 

“Prophet Mohammad negotiated 
wife fee infidels on several occa- 
sions," he said. 

He cited an example when Prophet 
Mohammad negotiated with the Jews. 
Al Hudeibia pact, in which the 
Prophet considered the Jews as pan of 
fee Islamic nation and allowed them 
to keep their own religion and follow 
their own legislation. 

In another question, fee attorney 
asked Sheikh Khayat whefeer recog- 
nising a certain state, Israel, from a 
Sharia point of view was legal and 
whefeer establishing ties with it is per- 
missible. Sheikh Khayat said “it is 
acceptable by Islam." 

The defence also asked Sheikh 


Khayat on Islam's stand on negotiat- 
ing with “infidels" and relinquishing 
lands to them. 

“Relinquishing an occupied land 
depends on fee circumstances, if a 
ruler cannot regain these lands (by 
force), it is possible to negotiate 
instead." he added. 

Mohammad Salameh Dweik. one of 
Mr. Abu Rishteh’s attorneys, with- 
drew from court in fee course of the 
two-hour session, in protest against 
some legal procedures. 

“Since fee court writer was not tran- 
scribing what fee witness (Sheikh 
'Khayat) was saying and since 1 
protested against this, I was asked to 
be quiet by fee court and since my 
request does not violate any of fee 
court procedures, I request to with- 
draw from fee case." Mr. Dweik told 
the court. 

Judge Hafez Amin accepted Mr. 
Dweik’s request and ordered feat Mr. 
Dweik be warned for interrupting fee 
court while fee witness was testifying. 

Judge Amin adjourned the session 
until Dec. 30 to hear fee two witness- 
es who failed to show up at court. 
They are Munjid Namarat, reporter of 
Al Hiwar newspaper who interviewed 
Mr. Abu Rishteh and Mohammad 
Amin, director of fee Press and Publi- 
cations Department at the Ministry of 
Information. 

If convicted, Mr. Abu Rishteh could 
face up to three years imprisonment. 


Local firm to carry out JD 4.72m 

water network substitution 

«• ■ 

‘ Substitution of water networks will reduce water loss 9 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Ministry of Water and Irri- 
gation Sunday awarded a 
local firm a JD 4.72 million 
to cany out fee second part 
of fee -first phase of a pro- 
ject for fee substitution of 
-fee water network in fee 
Amman , ara a, ... 

Minister of Water and 
Irrigation Saleh Irsheidat 
told the press after the sign- 
ing ceremony at his office 
feat 80 per cent of fee pro- 
ject will be covered by a 
soft loan which the min- 
istry was granted by fee 
German Development 
Bank. 

The project, which will 
take two years to complete, 
entails substituting old 


water networks at Jabal 
Hussein and Nuzba and 
linking fee water mains 
wife residences in these 
two areas, fee minister said. 

The project is bound to 
reduce, by 25 per cent, 
water which is wasted 
through leakage from fee 
existing underground ne - 
work. 

The old network is 
responsible for the loss of 
50 per cent of its waters 
currently being pumped to 
residences and businesses 
in fee Amman region, the 
minister said. 

According to Dr. Irshei- 
dat, fee replacement of all 
water networks in Jordan is 
expected to cost JD 200 


million. 

The cost is expected to be 
covered by further sofi 
loans from (he German 
Development Bank. 

The company will sum 
work on fee project next 
month. 

Dr. Irsheidat also noted 
tbat fee ministry has so far 
substituted networks in 
Irbid and Zarqa, and 
expects to start work on fee 
water network in Mafraq 
next year. 

He added feat work is 
underway for substituting 
fee network in the Salt 
region, a project which is 
expected to be completed 
during 1996, 

The ministry aims to have 


all water networks in- fee 
Kingdom substituted wife 
new ones by fee end of this 
century, according to Dr. 
Irsheidat. 

On fee subject of sewage 
systems. Dr. Irsheidat said 
fee ministry will soon 
award a contract for laying 
the sewage network in 
Irbid; plans feat have been 
completed and approved by 
fee German Development 
Bank, which will also 
finance fee project. 

The sewage network in 
Irbid will cost JD 45 mil- 
lion, he said. 

So far, sewage networks 
serve 60 per cent of the 
population, according to 
fee minister. 


Government appoints 
two secretary generals 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The government appointed Khamis 
Abu Salim and Ibrahim Naghawai as secretary generals of 
the Ministry of Interior and Foreign Affairs respectively. 

Mr. Abu Saleem, who has been a civil servant for fee past 
24 years, and who started his Dew post on Saturday told fee 
Jordan Tunes that he intends to work closely wife gover- 
nors and local councils to enhance the process of decen- 
tralisation in the Kingdom. 

“I intend to cooperate wife governors in order to develop 
fee division of fee country into administrative units,” Mr. 
Abu Salim stated. 

The government recently made amendments to the struc- 
ture of the country’s goveraorate. The administrative divi- 
sions system, which was endorsed on Sunday, gives greater 
authority to local governors including protection of public 
freedoms and human rights, and ensuring stability and 
security. 

Mr. Abu Salim, born in 1945, succeeded Faisal. Kha- 
sawneh, who resigned this month. 

Before joining fee Ministry of Interior Mr. Abu Salim, 
who has a bachelor's degree in administrative development 
from Baghdad University, was the director of local coun- 
cils arfee Ministry of Municipal and Rural Affairs and fee 
Environment 

Mr. Naghawai.bom in 1936,was officially appointed on 
Sunday. He has been acting secretary general at fee Min- 
istry of Foreign Affairs for fee past three months. 

Mr. Naghawai, a career diplomat has, for fee past six 
years, been fee director *of Consulate Affairs at fee min- 
istry. 

Mr. Naghawai, who bolds a bachelor's degree in political 
science and history from the American University in 
Beirut succeeded Nayef Hadeed, who was appointed as 
Jordan’s ambassador to Morocco. 


Delegation returns after 
transport talks in Russia 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Jor- 
danian delegation returned 
to Amman Sunday from 
Russia and Hungary after 
conducting talks wife gov- 
ernment officials there on 
facilitating transport opera- 
tions wife Jordan. 

Talks between officials of 
both countries covered fee 
question of taxes and fees 
imposed on Jordanian 
trucks travelling to or pass- 
ing in transit through the 
two countries, according to 
Abdullah Jbour, who head- 
ed fee delegation. 

Mr. Jbour, who is head of 
fee ministry’s road trans- 
port department, said Rus- 
sia has agreed to exempt a 
certain number of Jordan- 
ian trucks from all imposed 
fees and taxes. These have 
lately amounted to nearly 
SI, 600 per truck for each 
trip, he said, adding feat 
Jordan will offer Russia 
reciprocal treatment. 

This agreement is bound 
to have positive as well as 
beneficial effects on trade 
exchanges and fee market- 
ing of Jordanian paxiucis, 
Mr. Jbour said. 


The two sides agreed to 
embark on preparing a draft 
transport agreement to reg- 
ulate transport operations 
between both countries. 
Drafts would first be scruti- 
nised by authorities from 
both sides before they are 
endorsed, Mr. Jbour said. 

Mr. Jbour said he con- 
veyed an invitation to a 
Russian delegation to visit 
Jordan in fee second quar- 
ter of 1996 to pursue negoti- 
ations on fee transport 
agreement. 

Referring to talks which 
took place in Hungary, Mr. 
Jbour said discussions also 
covered taxes and fees on 
Jordanian trucks. 

The two sides agreed to 
secure fee approval of con- 
cerned authorities in both 
Hungary and Jordan to 
exempt a limited number of 
trucks from taxes and fees 
upon border entry to Hun- 
gary, either in transit to 
other countries or for the 
transportation of goods 
destined to either countries. 



EXHIBITIONS 

Photography exhibition. Kingdom Of Peace, by 
Zohrab Marlcarian at The National Gallery, Jabal 
Weibdeh. (Until Dec. 26th). 

• Works by artist Hind Nasser at Darat Al Funun 
(until Jan. 6). 


•Photography by poet Ibrahim Nasrallah entitled 
"The Autobiography of an Eye" at Darat Al Funun, 
Jabal Weibdeh. (Until Jan. 4).* Photography exhibi- 


tion "Biblical Itineraries" at the French Cultural 
Centre. (Until Dec. 30). 


CHRISTMAS SALE 

•Gifts and crafts by Suha Lallas Kassisieh at the Jor- 
dan Design and Trade Centre of the Noor AI Hus- 
sein Foundation, off Wadi Saqra Street (until Dec. 
31). 
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•Tamil rebels rout army patrol; 
'Sri Lanka vows to hit back. 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — 
The Tamil Tiger guerrillas 
ended a three-week lull in 
major violence by routing an 
entire army patrol in eastern 
Sri Lanka and the military 
responded by vowing to bit 
bade hard. 

•' Dozens of gunmen from 
the separatist Liberati on Ti - 
gers of Tamil Eelam (Li l t) 
surprised the troops in the 
eoastai district of Batticaloa 
Saturday despite an alert for 
pre-Christmas attacks in the 
region, officials said. 

• A military spokesman said 
34 soldiers were killed on the 
spot and another 36 wounded 
in a two-hour gun battle. The 
military claimed killing at 
least 60 rebels in a counter 
Offensive. 

t * Army chief Lieutenant- 
General Gerry De Silva Sun- 
day claimed his men were 
better prepared to fight in the 
eastern region where the Ti- 
gers had taken over vast 
areas after losing their Jaffna 
bastion in the north, 
t- ••We will take them 
(LTTE) on. We are in a 
-better position now,” Geir. 
De Silva was quoted as saying 
in the Sunday Times. 'They 
.fire down but not out. They 

■ have to redeem lost prestige, 
'but we are prepared for 
; that.” 

• Saturday's attack was the 

• worst against the army since 
; troops captured the rebel 
; citadel of Jaffna on Dec. 2 

• after nearly 50 days of fight- 

■ ing that left some 500 soldiers 
.-and an estimated 2,000 rebels 
•dead. 

• Def ence officials said the 
I LTTE was stepping up its 


hit-and-run attacks in the east 
after the fall of Jaffna, the 
capital of a de facto state the 
rebels had run since 1990. 

The army was currently 
gearing to withdraw troops 
from the Jaffna peninsula to 
re-deploy them in the east in 
a bid to take on guerrilla 
jungle bases in the region. 

The military was training 
men on the use of new artil- 
lery guns and counter mortar 
systems to meet the rebel 
challenge, particularly in the 
eastern regions where 
Sinhalese and Muslim com- 
munities have been exposed 
to rebel attacks. 

Scores of army camps in 
Batticaloa, . Ampara and 
Trincomalee districts were 
dismantled just before the 
military launched its bi ggest 
offensive against the LTTE 
on Oct. 17 to take Jaffna. 

With the army th innin g out 
in the east, the LTTE was 
accused of killing at least 125 
members of the majority 
Sinhalese community at six 
villages in the eastern region. 

Half way through the Jaff- 
na offensive, the LTTE 
wiped out another army pat- 
rol in the Batticaloa district, 
killing at least 38 soldiers and 
wounding 24 on Nov. 24. 

Le ss tha n two weeks later, 
the LTTE struck again in the 
same district, this time using 
a kamikaze-style bomber to 
lead a raid against an elite, 
police commando unit to kill 
23 constables and six civi- 
lians. The Tigers too lost 28. 

There was no . imm ediate 
word from the LTTE about 
the fighting but in a state- 


ment from its London office, 
the Tigers said Hindu priests 
were praying Sunday to end 
the suffering of Tamils dis- 
placed in the north. 

.A three-hour special reli- 
gious ceremony will be held 
across Hindu temples in areas 
u nder their control, the 
LTTE said in the one-page 
statement sent here from its 
London office. 

“This is to get the blessings 
of -gods to alleviate the untold 
miseries of the refugees and 
for a harmonious life for the 
people” the LTTE said. 
However, there was no im- 
mediate word from the LTTE 
about the latest fight in the 
east. 

Most of Sri Lanka's minor- 
ity Tamils are Hindus while 
the main religion of the 
majority Sinhalese commun- 
ity is Bu ddhis m. 

The LTTE is leading a 
guerrilla campaign for an in- 
dependent homeland called 
Eelam. The separatist strug- 
gle has claimed more than 
50,000 lives in the past 23 
years. 

The ferocious Tamil guer- 
rilla ambush has raised the 
spectre of a renewed rebel 
hit-and-run campaign, de- 
fence officials and analysts 
said Sunday. 

The rebel ambush revived 
grim memories of how 
marauding groups of Tigers 
mauled army patrols in the 
east three years ago, analysts 
said. 

Security forces were plan- 
ning major offensives in the 
east to destroy large groups 
of rebels who have infiltrated 
into the region and re- 


grouped, the officials and 
analysts said. 

An army officer said the 
army and paramilitary Spe- 
cial Task Force police com- 
mandos, backed by air force 
ground troops and police, 
planned a series of operations 
to flush the rebels from their 
jungle ba ses- 

“The LTTE is planning to 
destabilise the east, especial- 
ly Batticaloa. in a major 
way," he said. 

“Our intelligence indicates 
that more than 1,000 terror- 
ists have come to jungle bases 
in Vakarai," he told Reuters. 
“The Tigers who carried out 
Saturday's ambush came 
from Vakarai.” 

Vakarai is south of the 
eastern port of Trincomalee. 

A defence official said a 
two-storey building near the 
Vakarai camp was equipped 
with satellite dish and com- 
munications antennae and 
was reported to be the office 
of the rebels’ eastern leader 
Karikalan. 

Security forces gained the 
upper band in the east only 
by early 1994 after a pro- 
tacted, low key counter- 
insurgency campaign. 

The rebels have already 
launched a campaign of eco- 
nomic sabotage in the east by 
cutting power supplies and 
disrupting transport, defence 
officials said. 

Other sources said the re- 
bel campaign in the east 
could be a feint to draw 
troops away from Jaffna and 
.pave the way for the Tigers to 
launch a big counter-attack to 
retake Jaffna town. 


N.Korean soldier defects to South 


SEOUL (AFP) — A North 
Korean army soldier has de- 
fected to South Korea across 
.the demilitarised zone 
(DMZ), where tension has 
been heightened by massive 
exercises on both sides. De- 
fence Ministry officials here 
said. 

The defector walked across 
an eastern extension of die 
DMZ into a South Korean 
frontline post Saturday and 
identified himself as. private 
first class Choe' Kwang- 
Hyok, 25, the officials said. 

Choe was in North Korean 
army uniform but carried no 
weapon, they said. 


TOKYO (AFP) — More 
'than 100 people rallied here 
Sunday, denouncing both 
French nuclear testing and 
‘Japan’s fast-breeder reactor 
.programme which has been 
maned by an explosive leak 
of sodium collant at a pro- 
totype plant. 

.. Fears persisted over the 
safety of Japan's nuclear 
.programme the day after four 
senior officials lost thier jobs 
iat the fat-breeder reactor 
,Monju plant for allegedly 
^covering up crucial informa- 
tion about the Dec. 8 acci- 
dent. 

- “Stop nuclear tests and 
-Monju as well,” the demon- 
strators shouted as they mar- 
'cbed in the bustling enter- 
tainment district of Shibuya 


DHAKA (AFP) — Bang- 
ladesh’s main opposition 
leader has agreed to hold a 
televised meeting with Prime 
Minister Khaleda Zia to end 
the country's crippling poli- 
tical crisis, political sources 
said Sunday. 

Sheikh Hasina Wajed had 
previously said she would 
only hold talks as “equals” 
once Mrs. Khaleda had res- 
igned. 

“I am ready to hold talks 
with the prime minister to 
work out ways for forming a 
neutral caretaker # govern- 
ment in the interest of the 
nation as well as to ensure 
freedom of voting for the 
people,” Mrs. Hasina was 
quoted as saying by a spokes- 
man of her Awami League 
party. 

The meeting must be 
broadcast live cm state-run 
.television and radio, Mrs. 
Hasina said. 

Mrs. Khaleda, acting as 
interim prime minister after 
parliament was dissolved last 
month, has attacked opposi- 
tion demands for her resigna- 
tion as unconstitutional but 


He was the first North Ko- 
rean soldier to defect through 
the heavily fortified border 
since a Northern army com- 
mando was shot dead on the 
southern side of the DMZ in 
October. 

The defection coincided 
with a North Korean press 
report that the country's 
armed forces and civilians 
were on alert against possible 
provocations by South Ko- 
rean and U.S. troops. 

On Saturday, the North's 
mouthpiece Korean Central 
News Agency (KCNA) 
quoted Vice Marshal Jo 
Myong-Rok as “appealing to 


after the rally in a park led by 
the Japanese Congress 
against Atomic and Hyd- 
rogen Bombs. 

Police estimated the turn- 
out at about 140. 

“French nuclear testing 
and Japan's nuclear reactors 
are a series of things linked 
by plutonium,” the demon- 
strators said. Some of them 
later went to the French 
embassy in Tokyo to demand 
a halt to nuclear tessts at the 
South Pacific atoll of Murur- 
oa. 

A fast-breeder reactor pro- 
dues more plutonium than it 
consumes but questions ab- 
out its safety have led many 
countries to abandon projects 
to develop one. Another con- 
cern is the possible use of 


repeatedly urged her main 
political rival to negotiate. 

A senior leader of Mrs. 
Khaleda's ruling Bangladesh 
National Party (BNP) wel- 
comed Mrs. Hasma's propos- 
al saying: “It is definitely a 
good sign.” 

“Good sense is going to 
prevail over emotion... Cover- 
age of political events by the 
state media is absolutely 
under the control of the Elec- 
tion Commission now,” said 
BNP Assistant Secretary- 
General and Works Minister 
Rafiqul Islam Mia. 

The 20-month opposition 
campaign has led to 26 gener- 
al strikes this year, hurting 
the economy and threatening 
this volatile South Asian 
country's fragile democracy. 

The opposition has called 
for a 48-hour nationwide 
general strike from Jan. 3 and 
a road, railway and water 
blockade on Dec. 30 as part 
of its campaign. 

The Independent newspap- 
er said it appeared that Mrs. 
Hasina had “sprung a sur- 
prise” and a new strategy. 

“But whether this new bot- 
tom line would provide the 


officers.... to be no red alert 
with a high degree on revolu- 
tionary vigilance.” 

“The present situation 
prompts the officers and men 
of our people's army and our 
people to be on maximum 
alert,” the KCNA report 
said, warning that North Ko- 
reans would fight to the finish 
if “the enemy dare unleash a 
new war.” 

rdligerent? cfaietoric l£s 
been frequent across the 
DMZ this month, with both 
North and South Korean 
troops conducting massive 
winter training. 


plutonium to produce atomic 
bombs, and its environmental 
impact. 

The four Monju officials 
were given new posts, mostly 
lower in stature, at other 
facilities of the Power Reac- 
tor and Nuclear Develop- 
ment Corp. (DONEN) which 
operates the reactor at the 
plant by Isuruga Bay in Fukui 
near Kyoto. 

They included Tadao 
Takahashi, one of DONEN's 
seven directors. 

On Friday, the State Agen- 
cy of Science and .Technolo- 
gy, which oversees the state- 
affiliated DONEN. said the 
-plant’s management had kept 1 
secret a 10-minute videotape 
taken by its staff shortly after 
the leak. 


desired silver lining in the 
overcast political horizons re- 
mains to be seen,” it 
cautioned. 

Chief Election Commis- 
sioner Justice A.K.M. Sade- 
que, was not immediately 
available for comment. He 
has warned that unless 
national elections are held as 
scheduled on Feb. 7 the poli- 
tical situation will be “terri- 
ble.” 

The polls were rescheduled 
last week for Feb. 7 from Jan. 
18 after the ruling BNP and 
some 60 other minor political 
parties requested the change. 

Meanwhile, news reports 
said David Merrill, the Un- 
ited States ambassador in 
Dhaka, continued to meet 
senior government and 
opposition leader to end die 
country's political crisis. 

Security forces launched a 
drive against illegal weapons 
four days ago ahead of vot- 
ing. They had so for seized 
250 guns, 798 home-made 
bombs and arrested 2,115 
suspected “terrorists and cri- 
minals,” the Election Com- 
mission said.. 


India 
charges 
Latvians, 
Briton with 
sedition 

BOMBAY (AFP) — Five 
Latvians and a Briton have 
.been charged with sedition in 
-connection with- -the myste- 
rious air-drop of a large con- 
signment of weapons over 
eastern India last week, 
police here said Sunday. 

Officials in the eastern city 
of Calcutta said meanwhile 
that they believe the weapons 
were intended for an out- 
lawed Hindu sect, the Anan- 
da Marg, which is based in 
the area 

Manisb Gupta, home 
secretary of West Bengal 
state, told AFP that raids had 
been staged on the headquar- 
ters of the Ananda Marg, or 
“Happy Path,” in the West 
Bengal district of Puruliya, 
where villagers found the 
weapons Monday. 

The secretive Ananda 
Marg, which is based in the 
town of Anandanagar, 15 
kilometres from where the 
weapons came down, was 
banned 23 years ago for in- 
volvement in ritual sacrifice 
and most of its leaders 
arrested. 

The Press Trust of India 
said the raid by police and 
paramilitary officers on 
Ananda Marg Headquarters 
in Anandanagar Saturday 
night had not turned up any 
weapons. 

The mysterious consign- 
ment of arms, including more 
than 300 assault rifles, rocket 
launchers, arid-tank grenades 
and 20,000 rounds of 
ammunition worth up to S10 
million was found by villagers 
in Puruliya district Monday. 

Police suspect some 
firearms may be still missing 
and have warned villagers in 
the area to turn them in or 
face a house-to-house search. 

Police here said the six 
“mercenaries” on the trans- 
port plane forced to' land here 
by Indian Air Force MiG 
fighters Friday while on a 
flight for Karachi had confes- 
sed to dropping the consign- 
ment of weapons. 

They said the Russian- 
made AN-26 transport plane 
had been impounded and the 
six crew members charged 
with sedition, which carries 
the death sentence, and 
violating the arms act. 

Detectives are searching 
for a seventh member of the 
crew, a New Zealander iden- 
tified as K. Peter Davy, the 
owner of the Hong Kong- 
registered plane who gave 
airport police the slip after 
the aircraft was forced down. 

Bombay Police Commis- 
sioner Ramdeo Tyagi identi- 
fied the arrested crew mem- 
bers as Captain A. Klishn, O. 
Gaidash, I. Moskuitan, I. 
Timmerman and L Anti- 
menko all holders of Latvian 
passports. 


Anti-nuclear rally held in Tokyo 
against French tests, Japan reactor 


Bangladesh opposition leader agrees 
to talk to Khaleda in live broadcast 



Ah aerial view from an helicopter of the forest red bodies of 16 members of the Solar Temple 
in a remote mountainous region of eastern cult, after an apparent mass suicide (AFP 
France, where the gendarmes found the char- photo) 


Burned bodies of Solar Temple 
dead moved to French morgue 


SAINT-PIERRE-DE- 
CHE RENNES, France (R) 
— The burned bodies of 16 
members of the Order of the 
Solar Temple found in a re- 
mote forest clearing have 
been transffered to a morgue 
in Grenoble for autopsies, 
police said Sunday. 

Investigators said they 
hoped the post mortem ex- 
aminations would tell them 
whether the cult members 
willingly committed collec- 
tive suicide or whether some 
were murdered. 

Officials said evidence so 
far suggested the deaths were 
a repeat of an October 1994 
cult ritual in which 53 people 
died. 

Some of the 1994 dead had 
plastic bags over their heads 
and had been injected with 
drugs or shot, raising the 
question whether they were 
killed or took their own lives. 

The issue has never been re- 
solved, but friends and 
associates said at least some 
of the sunving sea members 
had been upset that they 
were excluded from last 
year’s mass deaths.; 

Throughout the night fore- 
nsic experts scoured the 're- 
mote plateau where the latest 
bodies were found, seeking 
dues. 

The dead, including three 
children aged two, four and 


six, were found Saturday af- 
ter an intensive hunt. 

Public Prosecutor Jean- 
Franco is Lorans told repor- 
ters that several weapons 
were found at the site. 

The dead were found in a 
mountainous, thickly wooded 
area. The bodies were laid 
out in a star-shaped pattern, 
feet pointing to a fire at the 
centre. 

The star formation was 
_ similar to one found when 23 
cult members died in the 
Swiss village of Cherry last 
year. 

Cult experts said pari of its 
lore was sun worship and 
laying the bodies out in this 
fashion meant dying in the 
shape of the sun, purified by 
fire. 

Mr. Lorans said the scene 
looked “like some kind of 
collective suicide.” 

“It was a painful, over- 
whelming sight,” said Andre 
Romey, mayor of the tiny 
village of Saint-Pierre-De- 
Cherennes, after seeing the 
bodies. “Ours is a small, 
tranquil tourist village. We 
don’t deserve this .kind . of 
publicity..'' _ . .. 

While French investigators 
worked at the site with help 
from three Swiss police in- 
spectors, police in Geneva 
began gathering physical de- 
scriptions and dental records 


of 10 missing cult members — 
eight of Swiss nationally and 
two French — who lived in 
Switzerland. 

The remaining six bodies 
were presumed to be those 
of French nationals who lived 
in France. 

‘The formal identification 
of bodies has not yet begun," 
Urs Recbsteiner, bead of 
security police, told reporters 
in Geneva. 

‘Teams of experts will first 
simply locate the exact scene 
of the crime, then analyse 
each body and proceed to an 
autopsy, which will take a 
relatively long time.” 

Among the presumed dead 
were Edith Vuamet, the wife 
of French 1960 Olympic dow- 
nhill ski champion Jean 
Vuamet, her son Patrick, his 
Swiss girlfriend and her .six- 
year-old daughter. 

Also believed dead were 
two French police officers, 
two architects, a nurse and a 
.homeopath from the Swiss 
Vaud Canton. 

The sea was believed to 
have disbanded after its lead- 
ers Jo Di Mambro and Luc 
Jouret were found among 
members who died at the 
Swiss villages of Granges- 
Sur-Salvan and Cbeiry in 
October 1994. Other mem- 
bers of the cult died in Cana- 
da. 


Cambodian prince exiled to France 


PARIS (R) — Prince Noro- 
dom Sirivudh, the half- 
brother of Cambodia's King 
Norodom Sihanouk, arrived 
in France Sunday to begin life 
in exile, relatives told Reu- 
ters. 

The 44-year-old Sirivudh, 
who agreed to go into exile 
rather than face trial on 
charges of plotting to assas- 
sinate co-Prune Minister Hun 
Sen, landed in Paris at about 
7:00 a.m. (0600 GMT) 
aboard an Air France flight 
from Singapore. 

On his arrival in Paris, 
Prince Sirivudh left the air- 
craft by a special exit with the 
help of French Foreign 
Ministry aides who had come 
to greet his flight so that be 


could avoid journalists wait- 
ing for him at the airport. 

“We are very happy that 
he has arrived,” his father-in- 
law Erik Aiffen told Reuters. 
Prince Sirivudh planned to 
stay with him while he was in 
Paris, Mr. Aiffen said, and 
the prince’s children were 
already at the house for the 
holidays. 

.frince Sirivudh has denied 
plotting an assassination but 
accepted -the exile proposal 
last week from King Siha- 
nouk, who said he feared that 
if his half-brother stayed to 
fight the charges he might be 
killed. 

Prince Sirivudh this week 
wrote to co-premiers Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh and 


Hun Sen, the man be was 
accused of plotting to kill, 
thanking them for allowing 
him to leave the country and 
vowing not to play any furth- 
er part in Cambodian poli- 
tics. 

He also pledged to steer 
clear of the opposition 
Khmer Nation Party run by 
bis friend, former Finance 
Minister Sam Rainsy, who 
has fondly criticised the gov- 
ernment. 

The king had written to the 
co-premiers asking that 
Prince Sirivudh be released 
into his custody after nearly a 
month in detention at the 
Interior Ministry and said his 
relative would “permanently 
leave Cambodia for France.” 


Akayev predicts big win in Kyrgyz poll 


BISHKEK (R) — Kyrgyz- 
stan voted Sunday in driving 
snow in the Central Asian 
state’s first contested lead- 
ership polls since independ- 
ence and President Askar 
Akayev predicted big support 
for his market reforms. 

Flanked by his family, a 
confident Akayev voted early 
in Bishkek and said he ex- 
pected to win 60 per cent of 
ballots cast by the 2.3 million 
electorate in this remote ex- 
Sovict republic. 

“The challengers are well- 
known, but I thin k their 
chances are very low,” the 
balding former physicist told 
reporters. 

“These elections are huge- 
ly important — they could 
change the course of our 
state,” Mr. Akayev, 51, 
added. 

Mr. Akayev has wide sup- 
port as a conciliator after 
successfully quelling ethnic 
riots in 1990 and defeating a 
coup a year later which coin- 
cided with the hardline 
putsch attempt in Moscow. 

He led Kyrgyzstan to inde- 
pendence in 1991 and has 
since kept the peace between 
the once-nomadic Kyrgyz — 
who make up 58 per cent of 
the population of this land- 
locked mountain state — and 
the large Russian and Uzbek 
minorities. 


Mr. Akayev is challenged 
by two top Soviet-era Com- 
munists — former Kyrgyz 
party leader Absamat Masa- 
iiyev and ex-parliament 
Speaker Medetkhan Sherim- 
kulov — both campaigning 
on similar platforms to woo 
those who have lost out from 
market reforms. 

“The social situation is 
very serious and we must get 
out of this blind alley,” Mr. 
Masaliyev, 62, said after vot- 
ing. 

“We Communists started 
economic reforms, but now 
reforms are moving on a path 
which is not in the interests of 
the people.” 

One pensioner congratu- 
lated Mr. Masaliyev at a chil- 
ly polling station in a Bishkek 
school. “There is no better 
system than socialism and 
there never will be,” the Rus- 
sian man said. 

But few voters were enthu- 
siastic about the challengers’ 
plans to recreate foe Soviet 
Union and keep the economy 
under state control. Nearly 
all of those spoken to backed 
Mr. Akayev. 

“We are free but in a 
difficult situation,” said 74- 
year-old Russian pensioner 
Klavdia Vlasova. “Tilings are 
expensive now but they are 
getting better.” 

Mr. Akayev stirred con- 
troversy by asking parliament 


to call the polls a year before 
the end of his five-year term, 
but the last objections were 
thrown out by the courts 
Saturday. 

He said the decision was 
final, adding, “in the United 
States could you question a 
Supreme Court decision?" 

Mr. Sherimkulov said he 
would fight the decision 
further. “If Akayev wins I’ll 
take him to the International 
Court,” he said. 

Heavy snow in Kyrgyzstan 
— over nine-tenths moun- 
tainous — could slow voting 
but is unlikely to drop turn- 
out below the 50 per cent 
required to make the polls 
valid, analysts say. 

Local election observers 
said they did not see any 
serious procedural violations. 
One foreign monitor did see 

some illegal family voting 

when one person casts ballots 
on behalf of relatives — 
which could end up raisin* 
the turnout. 6 


He said re 
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Brother sister, 
separated by 
adoption, meet 
at age 67, 68 

CHICAGO (AFP) — An 
American woman and her 
brother, adopted at the end 
of the 1920s by two families 
who concealed their roots, 
have met for the fim time 
after a long, painstaking 
search. Edith Shelby was 
born in 1927 and her brother 
George Richardson the fol- 
lowing year, the product of a 
mixed-race relationship. At 
the time, such relations and 
the resulting progency made 
for a scandal in Americas 
society. On Friday. Gemge, 
67. of Lockport. Illinois, 
travelled to the Chicago Air- 
port to greet his sister. Both 
burst into tears. “I’m 68 years 
old, and I never thought I'd 
have a brother in my Ufe," 
explained Edith, a retiree in 
Kissimmee. Florida, and a 
widow and the mother of an 
adopted son. She formerly 
lived in New York and work- 
ed for a telephone company. 
“I was surprised that I was so 
nervous." said George, mar- 
ried and father of six. A 
former employee at Caterpil- 
lar. he now heads a real 
estate company in Joliet. Illi- 
nois. George began his quest 
at age 12 when, upon the 
death of his adoptive mother, 
he discovered a box of -docu- 
ments concerning his adop- 
tion. An attempt to track 
down his sister went nowhere 
in the 1940s. A few months 
ago. George tried again, con- 
tacting the group that had 
brokered his adoption, the 
Children's Home and Aid 
Society. The group set aside 
its rules of confidentiality and 
helped lead him to Florida. 
The last step — a phone call 
to set up the reunion — was 
one of the hardest for 
George. Would his sister 
want to see him after all this 
time? Could he survive rejec- 
tion? Friday night in Chica- 
go. the answer was clear. 
“You couldn't ask for a bet- 
ter Christmas,” Shelby said 
between sobs. 

820m wagered 
on Japan grand 
prix horse race 

TOKYO (R) — Millions of 
Japanese punters wagered a 
record 82 billion yen ($820 
million) on Sunday's year- 
ending grand prix horse race, 
racing officials said. They 
said the sales of betting tick- 
ets for the Arima Kinen 
(Memorial) Race totalled 
81.990.894,000 yen. a record 
signal race sales of betting 
tickets in Japan. The pre- 
vious record of 78.8 billion, 
yen ($788 million) was set in 
the same race in 1993. At 
least eight people were slight- 
ly injured in a stampede 
which took place at an off- 
course bening office in Osa- 
ka, western Japan, after the 
2.5-kilometre race, a Fire 
Department spokesman told 
Reuters. The turf race, 
watched by a packed crowd 
of some 160.000 at. 
Nakayama Racecourse, out- 
skirts of Tokyo, was won by 
12-1 long shot Mayano Top 
Gun. a three-year-old colt 
which also won this year’s 
Japanese St Leger. 

Inflated salaries 
kill Carita 
beauty salon 

PARIS (AP) — Carita, the 
posh beauty salon catering to 
the rich and famous, is clos- 
ing its doors at the end of the 
month, no longer able to 
shell out fat checks to over- 
paid coiffeurs. “Too expen- 
sive. our hairdressers had be- 
come too expensive.” Carita 
| President Alain Michel told 
the daily Liberation. “When 
the best hairdresser brought 
j in 100 francs ($20) of re- 
venue, he cost me 128 francs 
($26).” A landmark on the 
Tony Faubourg Saint- 
Honore shopping street since 
it was founded in 1947. the 
salon has coiffed and pow- 
dered the likes of Jane Man- 
sfield. Brigitte Bardor, 
Catherine Deneuve. Ursula 
Andress. Natalie Wood — 
and even Marion Brando. 
The salon, which employs ab- 
out 40 hairdressers, is to 
reopen in six months in reno- 
vated quarters as an “anti- 
stress" centre, with the 
emphasis on massage and the 
latest health and beauty 
treatments. Mr. Michel’ 
blames the inflated salaries of 
his “star’’ coiffeurs for driv- 
ing Carita into the ground. 
Top hairdressers earn base 
salaries of about 25,000 
francs ($5,000) per month, 
plus a percentage of total 
revenues and flat fees for 
basic services such as hair 
cuts, permanents and dye 
jobs. With tips and fees- 
earned outside the salons in 
private homes and TV studies 
touching up anchors and spe- 
guests, the stars can 
txwst their monthly incomes 
1 00-000 francs 

($ 20 , 000 ). 
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TUs ffle photo shows Haiti’s former Prime Minister Rene- 
Prerai greeted by supporters in limbe, Haiti, during Us 
presidential election campaign. Hai tiN" electoral officials 


announced that Mr. Prewad 
elections (AFP photo) 


Preval takes Haiti presidency with landslide 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) — 
Rene Preval was declared the 
winner of Haiti's presidential 
election Saturday, swamping 
his opponents with a giant 89 
per cent of the popular vote, 
according to the official re- 
sults. 

Second to Mr. Preval, who 
represents the Laval as Party 
of outgoing President Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide, was inde- 
pendent candidate Leon 
Jeune with only 2.5 per cent 
and third was Victor Benoit 
of the Konakom Party with 
2.3 per cent. 

But Mr. Preval’s widely- 
predicted landslide was tem- 
pered by a meagre turnout of 
less than 28 per cent, accord- 


ing to the results released by 
the Provisional Electoral 
Council (CEP). 

The poor showing' in last 
Sunday's election has promp- 
ted Mr. Preval’s rivals to cry 
foul, and at least three of his 
13 opponents have gone on 
record to question the legi- 
timacy of the vote. 

Mr. Preval, in a concilia- 
tory speech following the 
official declaration, stud he 
respected both those who 
voted and those who did not. 

Addressing a news confer- 
ence by candlelight because 
of a power cut, Mr. Preval 
implied that those who stayed 
away were nevertheless the 
supporters of his party, but 


would have preferred Mr. 
Aristide to stay in power. 

“Some had reason to 
choose five years, and some 
had reason to reclaim the 
three years the putschists 
stole. (But) they are all for 
Lavalas," he said. 

Many Lavalas supporters 
bad called on Mr. Aristide to 
stay in office for three more 
years to make up for the time 
he spent in exile after being 
deposed- in a coup. But the 
constitution prevents him 
from standing for a second 
consecutive term. 

Haiti’s presidential elec- 
tion was monitored by teams 
of international observers 


Death toll in Indian fire reaches 400 


DAB WALI, India (R) — 
Anguished parents sear- 
-ched through rows of 
charred bodies for their 
children Sunday after a 
flash fire tore through 
school prize-giving in a 
small north Indian town, 
killing at least 400 people. 

“The number of deaths 
. is definitely going to go' 
up. We are receiving news 
1 of only. . deaths,'* senior 
district official ,V.C. 
Bhardwaj told Reuters at 
the packed Dabwali Hos- 
pital in Haryana state ab- 
out 250 kilometres north- 
west of Delhi. 

He said at least 400 
bodies had been reco- 
vered from the scene of 
the fire Saturday at the 
Rajiv Marriage Palace, a 
brick-walled and tent- 
topped structure used to 
hold wedding ceremonies 
and other functions in the 
town. 

At least 120 people 
were being treated at the 
hospital in Dabwali and 
other medical centres 
nearby for burns. 

Tractors from farms of 
the agricultural ly-rich 
area were used to trans- 
port bodies to the crema- 
torium where they were 
cremated with the help of 
truckloads of wood. A 


large farm near the cre- 
matorium was converted 
into a makeshift crema- 
tion site. 

Bangwarilal Angj, a 
senior official at the cre- 
matorium, said more than 
400 bodies had been cre- 
mated since 5 p.m. Satur- 
day. “We broke all (Hin- 
du) practices by cremating 
family members on the 
same pyre (instead of in- 
dividual ones),” be said. 

No one was in a mood 
to strictly follow religious 
laws, be said. Up to 200 
bodies, mostly of chil- 
dren, had not been identi- 
fied, he said. 

Officials made a public 
appeal to register the 
dead to help count the 
dead and missing. 

Mr. Angi was in Dab- 
wali to oversee relief op- 
erations to replace bis col- 
league Somnath Kamboj, 
who was among the dead. 

Rows of charred corp- 
ses, many little more than 
skeletons, lay on the grass 
outside the Dabwali Hos- 
pital Sunday. 

Mourning parents and 
municipal workers were 
wrapping the bodies in 
white cotton shrouds to 
take them to the crema- 
torium. 

Witnesses said the Day- 


anand Anglo Vedic 
(DAV) School prize- 
giving had almost finished 
when the blaze ripped 
through the tented hall. 
“Wrtmn three to four mi- 
nutes after the fire broke 
out, it was all over,” 
police official Naresh 
Kumar said. 

A jute bag trader, Om 
Prakash Goel lost. all his 
family members, hjs.vttfe, 
five children and two sis- 
ters.” “Why has God not 
taken me? 4 he asked. 

Police said they sus- 
pected a fault in an elec- 
trical circuit or the bur- 
sting of a cooking gas 
cyti nder had caused the 

Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao expressed 
shock. The Haryana gov- 
ernment declared three 
days of mourning and 
ordered an inquiry into 
the fire. 

Domestic news agen- 
cies aid some people had 
died in a stampede after 
the fire broke out, but 
witnesses said the Maze 
had spread so quickly that 
victims had no time to 
react. 

“The heat was so much, 
the children couldn’t even 
cry,” said Mr. Komar. 
“Only one fire engine was 


there as a precaution. By 
the time the fourth fire 
engine came it was all 
over.” 

Mr. Kumar said he had 
personally helped 30 chil- 
dren to safety. 

A local journalist said 
that 20 of the 25 teachers 
at the DAV School had 
died in the blaze. 

The United News of In- 
dia' '(UNI)’ said govern- 
ment jobs would be pro- 
vided to a family member 
of each dead victim. The 
state government would 
grant 100,000 rupees 
($2,860) to families of the 
dead, and 50,000 rupees 
to those serious injured. 

The venue, decorated 
with synthetic silk doth, 
had seating for 1,000, but 
many more had crowded- 
in. A police official said 
the synthetic doth had 
probably caused the fire 
to flare up. 

The fire disaster com- 
pared with one China last 
January, when a Maze in a 
cinema ball killed some 
323 people, inducting 288 
children, in the Xinjiang 
province. 

India’s last major disas- 
ter was in August, when 
350 people died in a trqm 
accident in the northern 
city of Ferozabad. 


Seoul prosecutors grill Chun’s relatives 


SEOUL (R) — South Ko- 
rean prosecutors have started 
grilling relatives of disgraced 
former President Chun Doo 
Hwan about alleged secret 
slosh funds he accumulated 
while in office, a Seoul pro- 
secution offidal said Sunday. 

An official at the Seoul 
prosecutors' office said pro- 
secutors Saturday called in 
Hong Sun-Du, Mr. Chun’s 
brother-in-law by marriage, 
over allegations be was in- 
volved m stashing away the 
retired army general's slush 
money. 

The official declined to 
give more information but 
state radio quoted prosecu- 
tors as saying Lee Chang- 
Sok, brother of Mr. Chun’s 
wife Lee Soon-Ja, was also 
grilled Saturday whether he 
helped Mr. Chun hide secret 
millions. 

' Prosecutors were. also 
quoted by the radio as saying 
other relatives by marriage of 
Mr. Chun — now in a police 
hospital and already charged 
in another case — were under 
questioning over similar 
allegations. 

Mr. Chun is alleged to 
have amassed 300 billion to 
400 billion won ($390 million- 
$520 million) during his 1980- 
88 term in office. 

Prosecutors said the actual 
amount Mr. Chun is alleged 
to have stashed away was 
smaller than what his succes- 
sor Rob Tae-Woo, in deten- 
tion on bribery charges, was 
admitted to amassing, but the 


value was “much higher" 
when inflation was taken into 
acoount. 

Mr. Chun is also alleged to 
have bidden a huge amount 
of illicit funds in real estate 
and bonds under the names 
of relatives. 

News reports have said Mr. 
Chun was expected to be 
indicted on bribery charges 
on Dec. 29. 

On Thursday Mr. Chun 
was indicted on separate 
charges of mutiny for master- 
minding a 1979 coup that was 
followed in May 1980 by tbe 
army’s massacre of pro- 
democracy rebels in the city 
of Kwangjn. Nearly 200 peo- 
ple were killed by official 
count but Kwangju residents 
say the death toil is much 
higher. 

Mr. Chun was expected to 
spend Christmas in the police 
hospital under heavy guard 
after being rushed from his * 
jail cell Wednesday night. He 
has been on a hunger strike 
since his arrest on Dec. 3. 

He has refused intravenous 
feeding, suffering dehydra- 
tion, malnutrition and low 
blood pressure, a hospital 
official said Sunday. “His 
condition is getting worse as 
he is still chinking only barley 
tea,” the official said. Mr. 
Chun is 64 years old. 

Late Saturday, he was 
questioned in the hospital by 
prosecutors over the slush 
fund allegations, the domes- 
tic Yonhap News Agency 
said. The questioning lasted 


only for 20 minutes because 
of his bad condition, h said. 

Along with Mr. Chun, Mr. 
Roh was also charged with 
playing a “key role” in the 
mutiny by pnlling troops 
under his command off the 
border with North Korea to 
back the putsch leaders. 

Mr. Roh had already been 
detained and formally 
charged with accepting $369 
million from 35 business con- 
glomerates after confessing, 
that he built up $54 million 
during his 1988-93 tenure. 
His trial on bribery charges 
started last Monday. 

Both were also charged 
with murder and attempted 
murder for attacks on super- 
ior officers and with ordering 
military units mobilised with- 
out authorisation. 

Mutiny and murder both 
carry the death penalty in 
South Korea, although poli- 
tical analysts believe the dis- 
graced former presidents will 
receive long prison sent- 
ences, likely to be commuted ■ 
after a few years. 

Current President Kim 
Young-Sara set the stage for' 
the mutiny indictments by 
ordering a special law aimed 
at punishing his two prede- 
cessors. Last week parlia- 
ment passed the law which he ' 
called for to open the door to 
legal action. 

Since Mr. Kim's order for 
the law, prosecutors have 
been grilling dozens of for- 
mer military leaders and for- 
mer cabinet ministers to find 


out their roles in the coup or 
look into the circumstances 
that led to the Kwangju mas- 
sacre. 

Meanwhile news reports 
said Sunday the daughter of 
detained former South Ko- 
rean President Roh Tae-Woo 
may be charged over the 
$192,500 she allegedly placed 
in U.S. banks in 1990. 

Mr. Roll's 34-year-old 
daughter, Roh So-Young, 
admitted under interrogation 
last week that she received 
the money from Mr. Roh 
during his visit to Seattle in 
December 1989, which fol- 
lowed a European tour via 
Switzerland. 

But she denied any know- 
ledge of Swiss bank accounts 
opened by her father. 

The questioning of 
Mr. Roh 's daughter was part 
of a probe to trace Mr. Roh’s 
suspected Swiss bank 
accounts on top of the $650 
million the ex-president 
admitted to raising while in 
office from 1988 to 1993. 

Prosecutors suspect the 
money Mr. Roh handed to 
his daughter came from a 
Swiss bank. But they are also 
looking into possibilities that 
Mr. Rob took the money 
from home or collected it 
from donations by business- 
men during his 1989 trip to 
Europe. 

“I understand the money • 
bad been withdrawn from a 
Swiss bank,” a ■ prosecutor 
told Yonhap News Agency. 


Pakistan 

expels 

Afghan 

diplomat 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — 
Pakistan Sunday ordered the 
Afghan consul-general in tbe 
northwestern city of Pesha- 
war to leave the country with- 
in 48 hours, accusing him of 


the offidal winner of tbe 


who pronounced the ballot- 
ing peaceful and without 
fraud. 

Mr. Preval inherits a 
deeply-divided country 
emerging from decades of 
brutal dictatorship and will 
have until the year 2000 to 
rebuild the country's shat- 
tered institutions and crumb- 
ling economy. 

The issue of maintaining an 
international security pre- 
sence beyond February, 
when a U.N. peacekeeping 
mandate expires, is one deci- 
sion requiring the incoming 
president’s swift attention. 

He' takes over from Mr. 
Aristide on Feb. 7. 


Russians report killing 
50 Chechen separatists 


A Foreign Ministry state- 
ment said Musa Khan bad 
been declared “persona non 
grata for his activities incom- 
patible with his status," a 
diplomatic jargon for spying. 

It gave no details of the 
alleged activities of the con- 
sul. Tbe action follows the 
expulsion of 19 other Afghan 
diplomats and 12 non- 
diplomats in September and 
October. 

Pakistan did not give 
reasons for the previous ex- 
pulsions, which were ordered 
after Afghan demonstrators' 
burned the Pakistan embassy 
in Kabul in September, killed 
an embassy employee and 
beat np the ambassador and 
other staff. 

The new expulsion was 
ordered three days after a 
carbomb m Peshawar killed 
42 people and wounded more 
than 100. 

Some police officials have 
said they suspect the bomb- 
ing could be the work of 
hostile Afghans in the city, 
but no one has been charged. 

Pakistan has not reopened 
its Kabul embassy since the 
September incident. Howev- 
er, earlier this month Pakista- 
ni Ambassador to Afghanis- 
tan Qazi Humayun opened 
an office in tbe eastern 
Afghan town of Jalalabad, a 
move regretted by Kabul. 

Pakistan’s relations with 
Afghanistan are now at their 
lowest point since President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani took 
power a few months after the 
fall of a pro-Communist reg- 
ime in Kabul in April, 1992. 

Tbe Afghan government 
accuses Pakistan of backing 
the opposition Taliban Isla- 
mic Movement, which has 
' besieged Kabul and is seek- 
ing to topple Mr. Rabbani. 
Pakistan denies the charge. 

Meanwhile Pakistani 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhut- 
to vowed to rid this country 
of terro rism , wink’ visiting 
hospitalised victims of last 
week’s carbombing, which 
left: about 60 people dead. 

Before meeting tbe wound- 
ed, Ms. Bhutto inspected 
Peshawar's central market 
where the bomb exploded 
last Thursday, the second de- 
vastating terrorist attack in 
Pakistan in five weeks. Some 
200 people were injured in 
the Peshawar bombing, 

Ms- Bhutto said the federal 
and provincial governments 
would spare no effort to trace 
the perpetrators responsible 
for the “national tragedy." 

Consoling an injured teen- 
aged boy whose father works 
in Saudi Arabia, Ms. Bhutto 
told him: “You should not 
consider yourself alone... I 
am with you.” 

The North West Frontier 
Province observed a day of 
mourning Saturday for the 
victims of the blast. 

According to rescue work- 
ers, ambulance services and 
news reports the explosion 
killed 60 people and injured 
about 200 others. 

However, the official 
media said the confirmed 
casualty toll was 42 dead and 
100 injured. 

On Nov. 19, the Egyptian 
embassy in Islamabad was 
destroyed in a suicide bomb-' 
ing in which 17 people were 
killed and 60 injured. Al. 
Jihad, a Muslim militant 
group from Egypt, claimed 
responsibility for the Novem- 
ber attack. 

However, no one has 
claimed to be behind the 
Peshawar bombing, and the. 
authorities have not directly 
blamed anyone or announced 
any arrests, although dozens 
of Afghans have been in- 
terrogated by investigators. 

The Afghan government- 
denied that saboteurs fodta- 
Kabul coh Id have been in-' 
volved in the blast 
In a separate development 
two people were wounded 
when police opened fire to 
disperse hundreds of Kash- 
miri youths demonstrating 
against the presence of 
Afghans in Muzafferabad, 
police and witnesses said. 

Tbe incident took place 
Sunday at Rawalakot, a town' 
near the border between 
Pakistani and Indian- 
controlled parts of Kashmir, 
as members of the Jammu 
and* Kashmir National Stu- 
dents Federation (JKNSA) 
staged the protest. 

Witnesses said police first 
lobbed tear-gas shells when 
the demonstrators started 
throwing rocks at the police. 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Russian 
forces said they had killed 
around 50 Chechen separat- 
ists in fighting near Vedeno, 
in the south of the Russian 
breakaway republic, Interfax 
News Agency reported Sun- 
day. 

Tire battle lasted seven 
hours Saturday, the agency 
said, without specifying Rus- 
sian casualties. 

-Fighting broke out when 
around 100 Chechens attack- 
ed a Russian reconnaissance 
unit in the mountainous re- 
gion, which is still held by the 
separatists almost a year 
since Moscow sent in its 
troops to crush an independ- 
ence bid. 

Tbe new fighting has flared 
in the Caucasus republic over 
the Dec, 17 local leadership 
elections, organised by Mos- 
cow and boycotted by the 
separatists.- 

Fighting was also con- 
tinuing Sunday in Gudermes, 
where Russian forces, after 
several abortive attempts, 
had succeeded Saturday in 
recapturing the railway sta- 
tion seized in a rebel offen- 
sive on Dec. 14. 

Russian forces freed - 130 
Russian Interior Ministry 


troops, the ITAR-TASS 
news agency reported. 

ITAR-TASS had reported 
earlier that 70 soldiers had 
been pinned clown. 

Chechen military Com- 
mander Aslan Maskhadov 
said the operation to seize 
Gudermes had been aimed at 
discrediting the Russian- 
organised Chechen lead- 
ership elections, which re- 
turned Moscow-installed 
Prime Minister Doku Zav- 
gayev to power. 

Russian forces have barred 
journalists from Gudermes, 
so that the only independent 
reports have been from 
fleeing residents, who have 
reported seeing about 100 
bodies strewn in the streets. 

Other fighting Sunday 
lasted more than two hours 
near Semovodsk, west of 
Grozny, on the border be- 
tween Chechenya and neigh- 
bouring Ingushetia, where 
separatists attacked a Rus- 
sian checkpoint, the army 
press service said. It did not 
report casualties. 

The army press service re- 
ported however that two 
Russians were killed and IQ 
wounded in the past 24 hours 
throughout the republic. 


Each side has habitually' 
exaggerated the loss*? 
adversary and minimised its 
own. 

Russian forces invaded' 
Checberiya on Dec. 11, 1994; 
to quell the separatist regime 
of Dzhokhar Dudayev. 

At least 30,000 people, 
mostly civilians, have been 
killed in the war despite a 
ceasefire agreed in June. 
Separatists have continued 
guerrilla operations and re- 
tained several bastions in the 
south. 

Refugees were reported to 
be flooding into the Chechen 
capital Grozny Sunday to 
escape fighting in Gudermes. 

ITAR-TASS News Agency 
quoted a senior official from 
the Moscow-installed 
Chechen government aA 
saying that several hundred 
refugees had already poured 
into Grozny from Gudermes. 

Two refugee centres - had 
been set up and first aid was 
being given to the wounded. 
First Deputy Prime Minister 
Sanaki Arbiev told the agen- 
cy. 

TASS said Russian troops 
were continuing an operation 
to clear Gudermes of separat- 
ist rebels. 
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Maurido Reyes, 19, one of the four survivors care unit of the Call University Hospital in 
of the crash of American Airlines Flight 965 Cali, Colombia (AFP photo) 
remains in critical condition at the intensive 
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Search for Colombia air 
crash victims almost over 


BUGA, Colombia (R) — 
Rescue workers Saturday 
almost completed their grim 
task of plucking bodies from 
the wreckage of a U.S. airlin- 
er that slammed into a moun- 
tain in .southwest Colombia, 
recovering 143 of tbe 160 
victims. 

. Officials said 70 bodies had' 
been identified so for. 

Rescue operations by heli- 
copter at tiie remote crash 
site, nearly 12,000 feet (4,000 
metres) up m the Andes,, 
were suspended at around 
5:00 p.m. (2200 GMT) due to 
thick fog. but will resume 
Sunday at daybreak, rivtide-' 
fence officials said. 

“We have now identified 
70 people, and it wasn't too 
difficult because most of 
them were intact," said Wil- 
liam Duarte, spokesman for 
the prosecutor general’s 
office. 

Rescue workers vowed to 
continue the search for the 17 
missing bodies who were on 
board the American Airlines 
Boeing 757 that ploughed into 
a mountain out,.de Cali 
Wednesday night. 

Only four people, and a 
small dog named “Milagro” 
or “Miracle” by a rescue 
worker who found her amid 
twisted parts of the plane’s 
fuselage Friday, survived the 
crash. The airliner was car- 
rying 156 passengers and a 
crew of eight. 

The four, whose survival 
doctors called exceptional, 
are conscious and expected to 
make a full recovery, Cali 
.University Hospital officials 
said. 

Three of them — Gonzalo 
Dussan, 37, from New 
Jersey, his six-year-old 
daughter Michelle, and 
Maurido Reyes, 19, a busi- 
ness student at University of 
Michigan, Detroit — should 
be able to leave hospital with- 
in two weeks, head of inten- 
sive care unit Luis Fernando 
Castro said. 

The fourth survivor, 
Liliana Mercedes Ramirez, ' 
21, was in critical but stable 
condition Saturday, Dr. Cas- . 
fro told Reuters. She under- 
went two operations to re-* 
move two thirds of her large, 
intestine she also suffered a 
fractured right leg. 

Ms. Ramirez, a finance 
student at Kansas City Uni- ‘ 
versity whose parents died in 
the crash, told her cousin 


Andrea the little she remem- 
bered from the accident. 

Sitting next to Reyes on 
row 16 in the central part of 
the aircraft, “she grabbed 
Maurido and they held hands 
tightly," when they felt the 
plane shaking, the relative 
told Reuters outside the in- 
tensive care unit. “When 
they came to, he used a yel- 
low towel to wave it at rescue 
helicopters." 

Reyes’ older brother, Juan 
Carlos, a 34-year-old surgeon 
who rescued his brother after 
rushing to the remote site of 
the crash, said that Maurido 
at first was unable to speak. 

• When he saw his parents at 
his bedside, he scribbled on a 
piece of paper: "Mom, 
Dad... I am scared. What 
happened to little Mer- 
cedes." 

Dr. Castro, the hospital 
offidal, said their survival 
was “probably a unique case 
in medical history after an 
aeddent of that magnitude.” 

At least 46 U.S. citizens 
are believed to have died in 
the crash of Flight 965, en 




route from Miami, which 
occurred four minutes before 
its scheduled landing at Cali, 
Colombia's third largest dty 
and headquarters of the Cali 
drug cartel. , 

The Colombian govern- 
ment has ruled out terrorism 
as the possible cause of the 
worst air crash in the coun- 
try’s history. - 

“There are no signs that a 
terrorist attack occurred 
against American Airlines 
Flight 965,” Foreign Minister 
Rodrigo Pardo said in a state- 
ment issued Friday night. 1 

He said authorities had 
confirmed that the plane was 
“several miles" off course 
when the crash happened in 
dear weather, but cautioned 
against wild speculation 
pending results of an official 
inquiry. 

Confirming local media re- 
ports, Colombia's Civil Avia- 
tion Authority head Alvaro 
Cala said the plane was 13 
miles (21 km) off course 
when h slammed into the San 
Jose Mountain. 
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MkbeOe Dossed, 7, remains in critical condition at the 
.intensive care unit of the Cali University Hospital la 
Colombia. She was one of the survivors of tire Boeing 757 jet 
which crashed into Mount San Jose near Buga, north of Call 
(AFP photo) 
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Xmas, on happier note 

T HIS YEAR’S Christmas is certainly a 
happier occasion, now that Israel has 
finally withdrawn its army from Beth- 
lehem and the Palestinians have assumed 
control over the city. Still, the liberation 
of the birthplace- of Jesus Christ would 
not be complete till all the geographic 
environs surrounding it and the other 
Pales tinian cities from which Israel is yet 
to withdraw are also free of Israeli 
occupation. As long as Bethlehem, Nab- 
lus, Tulkarem, Jenin and RamaOah re- 
main only liberated ghettos or enclaves, 
the Palestinian question which is admit- 
tedly the core issue in the Arab-Israeli 
conflict would remain unresolved. As 
long as the lifelines of the self-governing 
Palestinian areas remain at the mercy of 
Israeli troops, the situation is unlikely to 
augur well for the future. 

But if what has been achieved on the 
Palestinian front could be seen as only a 
part of a continuous process that would 
culminate in freeing all the West Bank 
and East Jerusalem, then the Palestinians 
would have a good reason to be optimistic 
and hopeful, in a prelude to full restora- 
tion of their rights over their homeland. 

With the Pales tinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) taking over in place in Beth- 
lehem, however, the leadership must 
demonstrate that it can deliver on its 
long-standing promise to keep order, 
security and stability not only during the 
religious celebrations marking Christmas 
but also in the months and years ahead. 
Bethlehem occupies a special and central 
place for Christiandom. The last thing 
that the PNA would wish to portray to the 
international community is that there is a 
threat to the Christian dimension and 
character of the city. 

The fact that Elias Freij is the mayor of 
the city and leader of his community is 
ample evidence that the Palestinian peo- 
ple offer a fine example of not only 
religious ^coexistence and tolerance be- 
tween Muslims and Christians but also 
deep-rooted bonds that withstood the test 
of time. There Is nothing more than the 
people can be proud of than their total 
and unequivocal rejection of all forms of 
discrimination. This has been the hall- 
mark of the Palestinian movement right 
from the start, and we therefore expect 
Bethlehem to serve as a shining example 
for what we expect in the immediate 
future and beyond. May this Christmas 
be the harbinger of not only a successful 
Palestinian self-rule but also national 
unification on every level. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


CONDEMNING AMERICA and the West far maintain- 
ing their sanctions on Iraq can do no good to the Iraqi 
people who are living a tragedy, said Saltan A1 Hattab, a 
writer in AJ Ra’i Sunday. For this reason, Jordan is 
transcending slogans and is dedicating its efforts to finding 
a way for lifting the sanctions and at the same time 
safeguarding the territorial integrity of Iraq, said the 
writer. We cannot leave the Iraqis to face death and we 
cannot shirk our responsibilities towards our kinsmen and 
therefore, we are calling on the various Iraqi factions to 
reconcile because without a general agreement among the 
various groups there can be no solution to the tragedy, 
added the writer. It must be stressed, said the writer, that 
Iraq remains threatened and facing disintegration, and our 
duty is to call on its people to opt for reconciliation and end 
their differences for the sake of protecting the nation and 
preventing its demise, said the writer. The Arabs who 
criticise Jordan's rail are turning their backs to Iraq and 
abandoning their brothers and sisters in that country and 
are in effect trying to escape from their duty, said the 
writer. He said that the Arab World should encourage 
reconciliation efforts because only through peace and 
dialogue can the opposition and the regime in Baghdad 
reach a satisfactory formula for the future of their country. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


Iraq, Jordan, gondoliers, 
and the bazaar of the bizarre 


THE QUESTION of whether or not Jordan should 
instigate and host a meeting of Iraqi opposition groups in 
order to try to help pave the way for better days in Iraq has 
not received the kind of analytical, long-term strategic 
analysis that it deserves, given the importance of the 
subject. The statements earlier this week by His Majesty 
King Hussein and members of the government that the 
meeting is not yet finalised should be taken as a signal for a 
constructive and honest debate about the pros and cons of 
such a meeting. - 

There are good and bad reasons for Jordan to host a 
meeting of the Iraqi opposition, but the bad reasons far 
outweigh the good ones, and should cause us to ponder 
this issue with great prudence. The possible reasons for 
hosting such a meeting from the perspective of Jordan, as 
far as I can tell, could include the following: 

It is in Jordan's and the Arab world's strategic interests 
to work for the unity of Iraq and to prevent its dismember- 
ment. 

It is our moral obligation to work for the wellbeing of 
Iraq by trying to end the suffering of the Iraqi people. 

It is in Jordan's economic self-interest to position itself 
favourably with the Iraqi people so that we benefit from the 
post-Saddam reconstruction of the counny. 

It is important to show the people of Iraq that they have 
not been forgotten and that their fellow Arabs are still 
seeking ways of coming to their rescue. 

It is in Jordan's long-term interest to work for an 
evolution towards a more humane and reasonable regime 
in Baghdad, because of our sincere wish to promote the 
human rights of all Arabs. 

It is in Jordan's long-term interest to work for an 
evolution towards a more humane and reasonable regime 
in Baghdad, so that we can derive geo-political and other 
benefits from the United States, the Gulf oil producers, 
Israel and others around the world who would like to see a 
new and more reasonable political leadership in Iraq. 

These reasons for hosting a meeting of the Iraqi 
opposition, are all flawed and weak reasons that should be 
dismissed by a more honest and critical analysis of the real 
pros and cons of the matter at hand. The reasons that argue 
against holding such a meeting, to my mind, are as follows: 

The Iraqi opposition is one of the least credible and 
ineffective political movements in the 20th century. It is 
unable to agree amongst its own component groups on a 
long-term political strategy for the country, has very little 
credible, on-the-ground capacity inside Iraq, and seems to 
have no chance of changing the present Iraqi regime. It is 
riddled with money and logistical support from foreign 
intelligence agencies,' and two of its key players — the 
leading Kurdish parties of Messrs Barazani and Talabani — 
spend more time fighting each other than working together 
for the future wellbeing of Iraq. One of the self-appointed 
leaders of the Iraq opposition. Ahmad Chalabi, is wanted 
in Jordan on criminal charges of financial fraud, and has 
been tried and found guilty by a Jordanian court. Some of 
the individual elements within the Iraqi opposition are 
credible, honourable and decent people, but collectively 
the opposition is a hollow bag. For Jordan to associate itself 
openly with this predominantly rag-tag band of exiles and 
opportunists would be more harmful to the Jordanian 
people than it would be helpful to The - Iraqi people: - 

Our humanitarian concern 1 and moral commitment to the 
people of Iraq is best served by working with others to try 
to improve the conditions inside Iraq. The fact that the 
Iraqi leadership has not listened to our good advice in this 
respect shonld prompt us to seek more effective, realistic 
and multilateral means of alleviating the suffering of Iraqis. 
If we want to host anything, we should host a series of 
international meetings of relief agencies, governments, 
humanitarian aid agencies and others around the world 
who can work together and with the Iraqi government to 
alleviate the worst suffering endured by Iraqis, especially 
the most vulnerable women and children. If it is true that 
the U.N. embargo against Iraq is not meant to hurt the 
Iraqi people, then our single most constructive contribution 
to the wellbeing of the Iraqi people would be to explore 
vigorously how we can translate this principle into action. 

Jordan has acted with much honour, compassion and 
law-abiding legality in its dealings with the people and 
government of Iraq in recent years. We tried unsuccessfully 
to prevent the Gulf war catastrophe through mediation, 
and we resisted attempts by others to have us dose our 
borders with Iraq because we wanted to remain as a legal 
conduit for food and medicine into Iraq. Our government 
has tried repeatedly to talk with the Baghdad regime and 
our people have expressed their support for die Iraqi 
people many times over. There is simply no need for 
Jordan to bend over backwards to try and prove its 
continuing concern for the Iraqi nation and people, 
because we have done that many times over in recent years, 
and our concern is not in doubt in any way. If we want to 
help, we should do so by focusing our energies on increased 
humanitarian relief as the only realistic opening in the short 
term — for which the Iraqi people will express their 
gratitude when they are free to do so one day in the ftiture. 

Our experience with Hussein Kamel should have been an 
important lesson about what happens when we allow 
ourselves to become too closely involved with the band of 
assorted political gondoliers who sail around the murky 
waters r? Iraqi politics, singing the tunes that will earn 
them money, political support, interviews on CNN and 
BBC, and other peculiar forms of false and delusionary 
assets in our contemporary bazaar of the bizarre. Jordan's 
initially dose association with Hussein Kamel has been 


It is in Jordan’s long-term in- 
terest to work for an evolution 
towards a more h uman e and 
reasonable regime in Baghdad, 
because of our sincere wish to 
promote the human rights of all 
Arabs. 


slightly embarrassing, perhaps even detrimental to our 
national credibility. A larger, more open Jordanian asso- 
ciation with the entire Iraqi opposition will compound this 
awkwardness many times over, bringing us few if any 
benefits and only further tensions domestically and re- 
gionally. 

The 'idea that by courting the Iraqi opposition and 
working for a better Iraqi governance system we will gain 
benefits from Arab. Israel. America and international 
quarters strikes me as insulting anddemeaningto Jordan, 
and politically naive. If we allow ourselves to be used for 
the interests of others, we will also be abused and 
abandoned when we no longer serve a utilitarian function 
in the strategies of others (remember how the Kurds in Iran 
and Iraq were used by Arab. Israeli, American and other 
governments in the 1970s and 80s; what has that achieved 
for them today?) If we try to play a role in reordering Iraq 
that is beyond our capabilities, it will only aggravate our 
already problematic relations with major Arab powers such 
as Egypt and Syria, who have already interpreted our 
policy as a Jordanian attempt to grab power and influence 
in Iraq, if not to restore the Hashemite throne there. 
Though we deny these alleged motives twice daily, the fact 
remains that our solo attempts to help the Iraqi people are 
both unlikely to succeed and will also worsen Jordanian ties 
with other Arab countries with whom we should be 
working to expand and deepen relations. 

A unilateral Jordanian drive to save Iraq is morally 
compelling and noble, but politically naive and unconvinc- 
ing. We are right to look for ways to help the Iraqi people 
out of their mess and to convince the Iraqi government to 
change its police state ways, but on our own we do not have 
the political power, financial resources or coalition of 
credible partners necessary to succeed. We would be better 
advised to focus our efforts on three parallel tracks: 

(A) Prodding the Arab states and people into working 
more diligently to save Iraq, by coordinating pan-Arab 
relief efforts that ran send humanitarian aid to the most 
vulnerable groups in Iraq. The biggest danger in Iraq today 
is the prospect of an entire generation of mentally and 
physically stunted chUdreiC &nd a growing number of their 
parents whose desperation^to survive' turns them towards 
criminality. Pan-Arab institutions have little credibility, but 
if ever there was a good cause to try to prod them into 
action it is the cause of providing humanitarian relief for 
Iraqi children and women. 

(B) Shaming the Security Council permanent members 
into separating their political embargo against the Iraqi 
government from their killer sanctions on the Iraqi people. 
The fact that Iraq has not accepted the existing U.N. offer 
to sell oil for food and medicine should prompt the U.N. 
and Iraq to seek other possible means of generating food 
and medicine for the neediest Iraqis. Jordan is well placed 
to lead a global lobbying effort that would explore creative 
and politically feasible new means of shaming- those states 
that control the Security Council into living up to their 
words about wanting to hurt the Iraqi regime and not the 
Iraqi people. 

(C) We ran best help the Iraqi people in the long term by 
providing an example of a sensible, participatory govern- 
ance system that is applicable in a constitutional and 
parliamentary monarchy such as ours as well as in a 
republic such as Iraq. Jordan does not have the power or 
resources to change the face of the Middle East through 
pressure politics, but it does have the capacity to serve by 
example. The best we have to offer is our endeavour to 
develop a governance system and political culture that are 
responsive, participatory, accountable and humane. Our 
greatest gift to Iraq is to keep working for the sake of a 
better, more dignified Arab future based on the concepts of 
realism, prudence, and the respect of the intelligence of our 
people. 

The question of what to do about Iraq requires serious 
and widespread debate in the Arab World! We in Jordan 
have a major role to play in instigating such a debate, but 
we should not make the mistake of thinking that we can 
address the issue single-handedly with a tattered band of 
Iraqi desperados in tow. We should reject the ridiculous 
suggestions of the sycophants, power groupies, influence 
brokers, and dreamers amongst us who would abuse our 
generous spirit to promote their own personal causes, at 
the expense of the wellbeing of the people of Jordan and 
Iraq. Saving Iraq is a national duty. Trying to do so by 
hosting a conference of the present Iraqi opposition is a 
mean and cruel illusion. 


The theory of conspiracy 


By G.H. Jansen 


THE AMATEUR video film 
on the killing of Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin calls 
■aloud, for answers to one 
question: Was there or was 
there not a conspiracy behind 
the murder which went 
beyond his confessed assassin 
Yiga! Amir and his circle? 

. That this is no Oliver Stone 
variation t. the conspiracy 
theory, o in his film. “JFK." 
is affirmed by an article in the 
popular and influential Israeli 
daily, “Yediot Ahranot,” 
published on Dec. 1. “Any- 
one who thinks that the discl- 
osures about the links be- 
tween the heads of Eyal (the 
extremist gang to which Amir 
belonged) and the Shabak 
(Israel’s internal security ser- 
vice) are all there is will be 
proved wrong.” 

What the video film shows 
at least is that there could 


have been a conspiracy. 

The film begins with ' a 
long-shot lasting 10 minutes 
or so of the parking lot 
attached to the Kings of 
Israel Square (now Yitzhak 
Rabin Square) where Rabin 
was killed immediately after 
a peace rally held in the 
square. It shows a figure clad 
in loose black clothes stand- 
ing around, loitering in fact, 
Yigal Amir himself. Not talk- 
ing to anyone and not being 
spoken to by anyone. 

This was an absolutely ex- 
traordinary circumstances, 
because that whole area was 
supposed to have been dosed 
off tb the public except those 
with spedal passes which 
Amir did not have. The park- 
ing area should have been 
completely empty of people 
other than the ministers' driv- 
ers and guards. But the film 
shows that it was full, with 
50-60 persons milling around. 
And yet no one, not a civilian 


or a polioceman or a soldier, 
asked the young man what he 
was doing hanging around 
suspidously on the fringes of 
what has become a very con- 
troversial event. 

At one point Amir is seen 
taking his ijase. leaning 
against a large flower basin, 
with his legs crossed, strange- 
ly insoudant, considering 
that he had on his person a 
deadly weapon, a pistol with 
dum-dum bullets, which even 
a most cursory search would 
have revealed. 

Was all this because Amir 
knew that his killing was 
going to be “an inside job” 
and that he was not going to 
be questioned or searched? 

The next suspidon-raising 
drcumstance is seen on the 
film when the bodyguard 
covering Rabin's back moved 
away sideways and to the 
front, leaving the premier’s 
back exposed with Yigal 
Amir in the knot of people 


surrounding Rabin, still un- 
challenged. He moved swiftly 
forward into this gap to shoot 
Rabin in the bade at point- 
blank range. 

Shabak ’s explanation for 
this removal of protection 
was that the guard was trying 
to look backwards to see 
whether Mrs. Rabin was fol- 
lowing her husband. Well, 
maybe. 

Then when Rabin was 
rushed, bleeding into his offi- 
dal car no one from his en- 
tourage was with him except 
his driver and one of his 
police guards. They took a 
wrong road to the hospital 
and bad to double back; then 
had to argue with a police- 
man at a roadblock; and 
when they eventually got to 
the hospital no doctors were 
in the emergency section ex- 
pecting this casualty; so that 
by the time Rabin received 
medical attention he had bled 
to death. 


Human Rights File 

By Dr. Waleed M. Sa’di 


Avoiding 
compliance with 
global treaties 

THE EASIEST way to get off scot free from international 
platforms or programmes of actions as the one adopted last 
month in Beijing on women is to enter reservations on 
certain controversial paragraphs that pre found repugnant 
to one’s religion or culture. This is exactly what the 
Jordanian and other delegations from the developing as 
well as the developed countries did at the World Confer- 
ence on Women when faced with language that appeared 
contrary to their traditions and norms. What emerged at 
the end. therefore, was a document that seemed to have, 
been adopted by the international community while- in 
reality it was an ineffective document due to the many 
reservations that rendered it toothless at the end of the day. 

Tire subject of reservations have preoccupied interna- 
tional jurists for along time, especially when more and 
more countries resort ro it when signing and ratifying 
international conventions and treaties in a bid to appear as 
a faithful adherent to such instruments. 

Still there is hardly a consensus till now among interna- 
tional lawyers on the effect of reservations, which have 
been mushrooming of late to an extent that led some to 
contend that they are no longer benign. On one hand, there 
is the concern that depriving states from entering reserva- 
tions would drive them away from becoming state parties to 
new and progressive international conventions. On the 
other, there is the equal concern that allowing them so 
many reservations would make a mockery of state commit- 
ments and obligations. So the best answer is to encourage 
governments to join human rights treaties by allowing a 
certain leeway to enter reservations, that do not relate to 
matters of great substance. 

The dilemma that the Jordanian delegation to the 
Beijing conference encountered right from the beginning 
was how to appear as supporters of equality between the 
two sexes yet insist, inter alia, that their inheritance rights 
may not be the same as called for by the Sharia. The 
delegation naturally entered reservations on all paragraphs 
that seemed contrary to Islam and Jordanian laws on 
matters that touched not only on inheritance rights but also 
on such issues as citizenship rights of children, freedom to 
travel and movement, the right to enter into a marriage 
contract and seek divorce and the right of women to have 
their own separate national identiy cards. 

Whereas Islam ordains that the inheritance of females 
must be inferior to those of males, there is nothing in Islam 
that prevents children from obtaining the citizenship of their 
mothers as is the case when children receive automatically 
the citizenship of their fathers. Likewise, there is nothing in 
Sharia that denies women the right to apply for and acquire 
an independent registration or the right to travel and leave 
one's country on an equal footing with men. 

In other words there are so many areas of existing 
discrimination between the sexes which can be eliminated 
without any prejudice to Islam. Any existing legislation 
contrary to the true spirit of our religion must therefore be 
immediately amended. 


Democrats will nm 
against Gmgrich 
in every race 


By Alan Efaner 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — In 
1996, virtually every Demo- 
cratic political candidate in 
every race in every state 
across the United States 
| will be running against the 
same Republican opponent 
. — Newt Gingrich. 

The Democrats believe 
that in Mr. Gingrich, the 
speaker of the U.S. House 
of Representatives, whose 
unpopularity ratings have 
readied 65 per cent in some 
recent polls, they have 
finally found an unbeatable 
weapon. 

And they are wasting no 
time in deploying it. 

In the race for the gov- 
ernorship of Kentucky ear- 
lier this month, Democrat 
Paul Patton seemed headed 
for defeat until he started 
running anti-Gingrich T.V. 
spots. 

Mr. Patton edged to a 
narrow victory, prompting 
his media adviser, tom 
Ochs, to say: “We assume 
Newt will be prominently 
featured next year in every- 
body’s races.” 

The _ strategy is being 
tested in a special election 
in California in December, 
where Democrats are trying 
to hold the House seat 
being vacated by retiring 
congressman Norm Mineta. 

Tne race began with Re- 
publican Tom Campbell 
over 20 points ahead of 
Democrat Jerry Estruth in 
the polls. Then Mr. Estruth 
started branding his oppo- 
nent as “One more vote for 
Newt,” and now the lead is 
down to 12 points with 36 
per cent undecided. 

Colorado representative 
Pat Schroeder, who 
announced on Wednesday 
that she was quitting Con- 
gress next year, said hitting 
Mr. Gingrich was the way 
for Democrats to win. 

“People have finally 
awakened and understand 
that Newt Gingnch is really 
the Republican Party, that 
everybody is either a femi- 
Newt or a Newtoid, and if 
they vote Republican they 
are getting Newt,” said Mr. 
Schroeder. 

Massachusetts Senator 
award Kennedy put that 
.reason into action Wednes- 


day when be issued a state- 
ment reacting to the news 
that William Weld, the 
popular Republican gov- 
ernor of his home' state, had 
decided to nm for the sen- 
ate next year. 

“The last thing Mas- 
sachusetts needs in 
Washington is another vote 
for Newt Gingrich," Sen. 
Kennedy said, ignoring the 
fact that Mr. Gingrich sits 
in the House, not the Sen- 
ate. 

Mr. Gingrich, the pugna- 
cious architect of the con- 
servative legislative agenda 
known as the Contract with . 
America and driving force 
in the effort to balance the 
budget, is beloved among 
highly ideological right- 
wing Republicans. 

But a backlash appears to 
be building against Repub- 
lican plans to balance the 
budget with cuts in popular 
medical insurance and 
other soda] programmes. 
They are identified with 
Mr. Gingrich, and Demo- 
crats portray them as heart- 
less. 

Further, many voters see 
him as petty and confronta- 
tional, and even his suppor- 
ters acknowledge he has a 
penchant for verbal gaffes 
that can make him look 
vindictive or silly. 

Mr. Gingrich made head- 
lines twice in the past two 
weeks with casual com- 
ments that gave gleeful 
Democrats more ammuri- 
tion. 

First he complained ab- 
out his treatment on Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton’s airplane 
On the flight to and from the 
funeral of assassinated 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin. He was parti- 
cularly upset about having - 
to disembark by the rear 
door. 

Then, Mr. Gingrich com- 
mented on a triple murder 
in Chicago, blaming the 
carnage on the welfare 
state. The bereaved famOy 
told him to keep his poUtus 
out of their private grief. 

Now he is also under fire 
for ethical violations. The 
bipartisan federal election 
commission Wednes day ac . 
t ? lse d a political organisa- 
tion he headed of illegally 
channelling funds to his 
0Wn reflection campaign. - 
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VQi H * B ethlehem marks 

. , ' (Continued from page 1) 

''USlIn ° aid, in reference to Mr. Ara- 
1 1 LP t Y - Bit. . 

\ I Wlfl pa 8 nms “O® abroad also 

}r4 J f*, I [j#ere overcome by joy. Those 

interviewed were on their 
^Q[1 a. 5 rst pilgrimage and so enable 
^*X \ a cotnapre it with previous 


Christmases under Israeli 
•* jccopation. 

... Carol McGirr, from Bri- 

. : " v '--*/jiii f said: Tm bemused. My 

* r : •« c ' 0 yis unexplained Jtis notas 
r \ ,r - -’ - u [%-, expected. There are more 

"j r , ■- S ^jeojrfe. I can say it’s out- 

-■ ■ .V-v»*w“g" 

’ Bethlehem is the sixth city 

> V>b the West Bank to come 
- — • ‘‘ '/■, "y/rnder Palestinian rule after 

^ ' Jericho, Jenin, Tulkarm, 
: . --c-' Nablus and Kalkilya. Mr. 

.. ./‘trafat’s self-rule beadquar- 

, . ' --r ;~: v.‘eis is in the Gaza Strip, 

' ' ''bonded over by Israel last 

V .. iv :v Jirab vfflagers reject prop- 
osal for return 

- V Meanwhile, Israeli mtnis- 
'• - - ers recommended on Sunday 
' • ■* _ v ;,i jiat the government allow 
_ ‘ - ‘i-, " otne Arabs to return to parts 

two villages they were 
-.'forced from half a century 
* ' - . ' V- s^igo but villagers rejected the 

‘ ' • >.^noposal. 

A ministerial committee 
appointed to check the mat- 
: -yer insisted tbe recommenda- 
tion did not create a prece- 
\ v. , lent for a Palestinian right of 
' ' -v. 'etum under future peace 
. . T -s _5leals. 

' • .--..y “A solution is coming 
:f/ : vhich will provide a limited 
' -'.‘Return, limited in area, li- 
.\- ; .7; l Vaited in the number of peo- 
kile,” Agriculture Minister 
y.&'ifaacov Tsur, a member of 
"4 he ministerial committee, 
■kold Israel Radio. 

According to the commit- 
ee’s recommendation, 
;‘; : >jound 60 hectares (150 
.r/us.j. : --iiicies) would be alloted to 

---v.-ebuild each of die Arab vil- 
. . T ->iges Iqrit and Kufr Birim 
■_ v^rnich, like hundreds of 
Withers were depopulated 
" - yben Jewish forces drove 
'v Vrab armies from the area in 
• : The 1948 Middle East war 

•-*::~faat saw Israel's establish- 
. ; jient. 

The original villages were 
ituated on about 1,200 heo- 

ares (3,000 acres). 

_ The committee also recom- 

lended that plots of land be 
" Ill Uocated solely to villagers 
I Is \\ j! fl!i*o beaded households in 
“■948 and two of their 


offspring, triggering angry 
reactions from villagers. 

“This is completely un- 
acceptable. We will not be 
government’s executioner, 
deciding who lives and who 
dies among our children, who 
returns and who doesn’t," 
Kamal Yacoub, a spokesman 
for the villagers' group, told 
Israel Radio. 

According to U.N. figures, 
which include natural in- 
crease, there are nearly three 
million Palestinian refugees 
from what is today Israel 
dispersed in the West Bank. 
Gaza Strip and surrounding 
Arab states. 

“They (residents of Iqrit 
and Kufr Biiim) can be re- 
turned without people telling 
us that this decision forces us 
... to return other refugees to 
other villages in other areas.” 
said Justice Minister David 
Libai. also a member of the 
committee. 

Part of the problem is that 
Israeli Jewish agricultural 
communities now sit on part 
of the villages* lands. 

Israel’s Channel Two Tele- 
vision showed Jews and 
Arabs almost coming to 
blows at one of the de- 
molished villages on Sunday 
over the land issue. Order 
was restored when police ar- 
rived. 

Mr. Tsur said of tbe up- 
coming solution: “Certainly, 
it is not a return to the 
agricultural sector, rather 
only residential.” 

Unlike most refugees, the 
presidents of Iqrit and Kufr 
Birim remained in what be- 
came Israel, dose enough to 
see their former homes — 
which Israel eventually de- 
molished in 1951 save for the 
village churches — every day. 

The villagers pressed 
Israeli governments for per- 
mission to return. There are 
3,000 people who want to go 
back. 

Israel, in a 1993 interim 
peace deal with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation, 
agreed to talk about dis- 
placed persons from tbe 1967 
Middle East war, a small 
percentage of the entire re- 
fugee population, but not 
those from 1948 whose fate is 
up for discussion only Mien 
final peace talks start in May. 

Israel has not shown wil- 
lingness for a mass return of 
the 1967 refugees even to the 
West Bank and Gaza, where' 
Palestinian self-rule is- being 
established. 
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1 Giflgrkitsrael optimistic 


, - 9 r \ (Continued from page 1) 

i ' 1 du . _ . . _ . , 

• Mr. Dayan said Syria s 

nore positive attitude was 
....... ...irompted by pressure to 

.. :i™.;nove ahead of next year’s 
sraeti elections arid nealisa- 
.pan of the weight of the 
' . . ‘."., _sraeli opposition and divi- 
. V.-Iions over peace with Damas- 
"us. 

“Syria came to the conchi- 
ion that our time is limited, 
;^ve have elections next year 
: ?’- : .- 37 ind if they want to make 
business they have to do it 

* : ' rjow ... and that the opposi- 
- - f^ion in Israel was not a game. 

' : "he nation is divided, pariia- 

_ .nent is divided,” he said. 

Israel was also ready to 
- _ _ . 'nake a complete withdrawal 

-- : a border security zone 

-- . -- -^Q Lebanon,” Mr. Dayan 
-v aid. He added that talks with 
-lyria would touch Damas- 
. - : us’s “arrangements” in 

;r. -ebanon. Damascus is the 
. -- aain foreign power broker in 

/ - ^'7'Tebanon where it maintains 

. -.1^5,000 troops. 

... - Tlass blasts U^. 

Meanwhile, Syrian De- 
' ‘ r-.-'ence Minister Mustafa Tlass 
’ . --'-Ejected Israeli demands for 
- ; n early warning system in 
r:' ; be Golan and criticised 
sraeli Biblical beliefs, saying 
. sraelis “believe that God 
. .. ,.-'nly created Jews and the 
:. '5st of mankind are animals.” 

■ “Rabin’s proposal for tbe 

* ’ : --iionitoring stations meant 

, _ : -aat he wanted to keep a 
ymbol of laaeli occupation 
.. rJ f Syrian land and that con- 
j . - ; xmed to ns that his intenti- 
- \.on was mabdoos.” 

. He also rejected wide- 

;pread concerns that the adv- 
. need Israeli economy will 

^■/-ominate the Arabs once a 
■- 7 .‘ '’eace settlement has been 
'...'chieved. 

I “If Israel believes that it 

VflU dominate the area, it 
- robably forgot that en- 
' .. ineers in the Arab Nation 
"... ntnumber its Jewish popula- 
■ -on.” 

• Mr. Tlass in an interview 


with AJ Aswaq daily, bitterly 
criticised the United States’ 
Middle East policy, which he 
said was aimed at “scatter- 
ing” the Arabs while 
“pampering” Israel, the A1 
Aswaq newspaper reported 
Sunday. 

He also lauded the Noy. 4 
assassination of Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin by a 
Jewish extremist and said the 
slaying “lifted off the Arabs 
and Muslims a scar of terror- 
ism.” 

“Rabin was not candid 
when he talked about 
peace.” Mr. Tlass said in the 
rare interview which was 
published Sunday. 

“In the future, I imagine 
that tbe United States, which 
has pampered the Jewish 
state, will cry ont loud from 
it/’ he commented. 

Mr. Tlass, lieutenant 
general and longtime close 
associate of President Assad, 
said the United States “has 
sought to scatter the Arab 
Nation... and it's playing all 
the cards now so that every 
Arab country will remain 
scared of the other.” 

He accused Washington of 
attempting to “marginalise ” 
Egypt’s role in the region and 
“restrain” Saudi Arabia. He 
blamed tbe United States for 
“pushing Iraq to go into war 
with Iran” in 1980. 

“And when Iraq became 
strong, tbe United States ex- 
aggerated that power,” he 
said. “When circumstances 
were opportune for it (Iraq) 
to destroy itself, the U.S. 
drew a path for it until it 
rushed into invading 
Kuwait.” 

Israel wants to keep 
ground surveillance monitor- 
ing stations on die Golan, but 
Syria i masts aerial surveill- 
ance is sufficient. 

“Spy satellites can monitor 
the area and spy on it day and 
night,” said Mr. Tlass, who 
accused Mr. Rabin of “using 
such an excuse to delay the 

negotiations.” 


Islamists lead in elections 


. (Continued from page 1) 

. .breed to call early elections 
,;ifter her right-left coalition 
. collapsed in September. 

. The RP, relying on ideolo- 
gical coherence and gras- 
sroots organisation, was 
seeking to build on die big 
gains of 1994, when it cap- 
tured Istanbul, Ankara and 


other cities in local polls. It 
has traded heavily on its anti- 
Western message and clean 
image. 

For her part, Ms. Ciller 
hoped to convert a customs 
union with Europe, sealed on 
Dec. 13, into votes for her 
-vision of a99 per cent Muslim 
but ' secularist Turkey 
anchored to the West. 


LONDON (R) — A negoti- 
ated peace settlement in 
former Yugoslavia and 
progress towards Middle 
East peace despite the 
assassination of Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin were political high- 
lights of 1995. 

Here is a chronology of 
the main events of the year. 

Jan. 17 — A powerful 
earthquake measuring 7.2 
on the Riphter scale strikes 
Kobe, central Japan, killing 
more than 5,000 people. 

Feb. 22 — Britain and 
Ireland unveil their 
“Framework Document” 
for a political settlement in 
Northern Ireland. 

Feb. 26-8 — British mer- 
chant bank Barings PLC 
collapses after trader Nick 
Leeson loses SI billion on 
Japanese shares and bonds 
in Singapore. Mr. Leeson is 
arrested in Germany on 
March 2, extradited to Sing- 
apore on Nov. 22 and jailed 
for six-and — a-half years 
on Dec. 2. 

Feb. 28 — Raul Salinas, 
brother of fonner Mexican 
president Carlos Salinas de 
Gortari, is arrested in Mex- 
ico on charges of master- 
minding the murder of a top 
ruling party official. 

Marai 20 — Elevan peo- 
ple die and more than 5,000 
are injured in a nerve gas 
attack on the Tokyo subway 
by the A urn Shmri Kyo 
religious sect. 

March 20 — Up to 35,000 
Turkish troops launch a 


1995 marked by Bosnia and 
Middle East peace moves 


three-pronged attack across 
the Iraqi border against 
Kurdish rebels, 

March 26 — Border con- 
trols between Seven Euro- 
pean Union (EU) countries 
disappear as the Schengen 
agreement comes into 
force. 

April 10 — Israel and 
Jordan exchange ambassa- 
dors following a peace 
agreement in October 1994. 

April 19 — A huge car 
bomb devastates a federal 
building in Oklahoma city, 
killing at least 167 people. 
Timothy McVeigh and Ter- 
ry Nichols are later charged 
with tbe bombing. 

April 22 — The Tutsi- 
dominated Rwandan army 
opens fire on Hutu refugees 
in tbe Kibeho refugee 
camp, killing 2,000. 

May 7 — Conservative 
Paris Mayor Jacques Chirac 
wins die French presiden- 
tial election. 

May 8 — Ceremonies 
held to commemorate the 
50th anniversary of the end 
of World War n in Europe. 

May 11 — A U.N. con- 
ference agrees to make 
permanent the 25-year-old 
nuclear Non -Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT). 

May 25 — The start of a 
major fi are-up in the Bos- 
nian war. NATO launches 
air strikes near Pale. The 
Serbs retaliate by shelling 
U.N. “safe areas”, killing 
68 in Tuzla. 

May 28 — Earthquake 
strikes the far east oil- 


producing town of Nefte- 
gorsk on Russia's Sakhalin 
island, killing about 2,000 
people. 

May 28 — Bosnian Fore- 
ign Minister Irfan Ljubi- 
jankic is killed when his 
helicopter is shot down by 
Serbs. 

May 31 — Bosnian Serbs 
take 372 U.N. peacekeep- 
ers hostage. Lord Owen 
resigns as European Union 
peace negotiator. 

June 14 — Chechen fight- 
ers launch a commando- 
style raid on the Russian 
town of Budennovsk, tak- 
ing hundreds of hostages. 
More than 120 people are 
killed. 

June 26 — Gunmen 
attempt to assassinate 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak in the Ethiopian 
capital, Addis Ababa. 

June 29 — Part of a 
department store in Seoul 
collapses, killing nearly 
500. 

June 29 — The U.S. 
space shuttle Atlantis suc- 
cessfully docks with the 
Russian space station MIR. 

July 9 — French com- 
mandos storm the Green- 
peace ship Rainbow War- 
rior after it enters an exclu- 
sion zone near the French 
nud car test site at Muroroa 
atoll. 

July 10 — Burmese 
opposition leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi is freed uncon- 
ditionally after nearly six 
years of house arrest. 


July 11 — Bosnian Serb 
forces overrun the U.N. de- 
clared “safe area” of Sreb- 
renica. Two days later most 
of enclave’s Muslim popula- 
tion have been moved out. 

Aug. 4 — Croatia laun- 
ches an offensive to regain 
the Krajina enclave, held 
by its Serb minority for four 
years, and achieves success 
within four days. 

Aug. 10 — Two sons-in- 
law of Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein, Lr. Gen. 
Hussein Kamel Hassan and 
Saddam Kamel Hassan, de- 
fect to Jordan. 

Aug. 28 — Two shells hit 
Sarajevo near the main 
market killing 37 and 
wounding 85 in the worst 
attack in more than a year. 

Aug. 29 — Georgian 
'leader Eduard Shevard- 
nadze escapes an assassina- 
tion attempt. 

Sept. 5 — France con- 
ducts tbe first in a series of 
underground nuclear tests 
on Mururoa atoll. 

Sept. 21 — Croat and 
Bosnian government forces 
end an 11-day offensive 
during which they reduce 
Serb-held territory in Bos- 
nia to about 50 per cent. 

Sept. 26 — Trial of for- 
mer Italian Prime Minister 
Giulio Andreotti opens. On 
Nov. 5, an Italian judge 
orders Mr. Andreotti, ac- 
cused of belonging to the 
mafia, to stand trial on mur- 
der charges. 

Sept. 28 — Israel and tbe 


Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) sign an 
agreement in Washington 
extending Palestinian rule 
to most of West Bank. 

Oct. 3 — Former Amer- 
ican football star OJ. 
Simpson is acquitted of 
murdering his ex-wife 
Nicole and her friend 
Ronald Goldman. 

Oct. 12 — Ceasefire 
agreed on Oct. 5 comes into 
effect in Bosnia. 

Oct. 20 — Belgian Willy 
Claes resigns from his post 
as NATO secretary gener- 
al. Spanish Foreign Minis- 
ter Javier Solana is con- 
firmed as his replacement 
on Dec. 5. 

Oci. 30 — In a referen- 
dum on independence, 
Quebec votes by a narrow 
margin to remain pan of 
Canada. 

Nov. 2 — South Africa’s 
fonner Defence Minister 
Magnus Malan and 10 other 
people are Charged with 13 
apartheid-era murders. 

Nov. 4 — Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin is 
assassinated as he leaves a 
Tel Aviv peace rally. 

Nov. 10 — Nigeria's rul- 
ing military council hangs 
nine activists including the 
Ogoni minority rights lead- 
er Ken Saro-Wiwa. 

Nov. 16 — The U.N. war 
crimes tribunal on fonner 
Yugoslavia charges Bosnian 
Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic and army chief 
Ratko Mladic with organis- 


ing a massacre in Srebreni- 
ca. They had already been 
charged on July 25 with 
genocide throughout Bos- 
nia. 

Nov. 20 — Aieksander 
Kwasniewski is declared 
winner of Polish presiden- 
tial election, defeating in- 
cumbent Lech Walesa. 

Nov. 21 — Tbe waning 
sides in Bosnia agree to a 
peace plan at U.S.- 
sponsored talks in Dayton, 
Ohio. 

Nov. 25 — Result of Irish 
referendum shows 50.28 
per cent in favour of lifting 
a ban on divorce, with 49.72 
per cent against. 

Dec. 5 — Sri Lankan 
troops complete the capture 
of Jaffna after five years of 
control by Tamil rebels. 

Dec. 11 — Israeli troops 
leave the West Bank town 
of Nablus at tbe end of 28 
years of occupation. 

Dec. 13 — Chinese dissi- 
dent Wei Jingsheng is im- 
prisoned for 14 years for 
pro-democracy activities. 

Dec. 14 — Leaders from 
former Yugoslavia sign a 
Bosnian peace treaty, for- 
mally ending Europe’s 
worst conflict since World 
War n. 

Dec. 17 — Communists 
make significant gains in 
Russian parliamentary elec- 
tions. 

Dec. 20 — A heavily 
armed NATO force takes 
over tbe United Nations' 
Bosnia peacekeeping role. 


While ASEAN advances, APEC is slowing down 


By Philip Bowring 

HONG KONG — The 
Association of South East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
continues to surprise the 
sceptics with its dynamism. 

Like all summits, the 
ASEAN one just ended in 
Bangkok had its fair share 
of empty rhetoric. But the 
group’s continued progress 
on trade liberalisation, 
adoption of a treaty ban- 
ning nuclear weapons from 
the region, and moves' to- 
wards eventual entry of 
Burma, Laos and Cambo- 
dia represented substantive 
advance in members’ 
attempts to broaden and 
deepen regional economic 
and political cohesion. 

All this stands in contrast 
to the Asia Pacific Econo- 
mic Cooperation (APEC) 
summit in Osaka last month 
which angularly failed to 
put any flesh on the 2020 
free trade agenda declared 
at Bogor a year earlier by 
an all-star cast headed by 
the leaders of the United 
States, China. Japan and 
Indonesia. 

The failure of- APEC to 


be anything more than a 
talking shop and photo 
opportunity is a warning to 
ASEAN not to try to be all 
things to all people, and a 
reminder that political and 
economic objectives are not 
always compatible. Indeed, 
the desire both to enlarge 
the body and, with the anti- 
nuclear treaty, give it a 
strategic dimension is seen 
in some quarters as possibly 
diverting energies away 
from its trade agenda — an 
ASEAN Free Trade Area 
by 2003. 

The Bangkok meeting 
had rather mixed results on 
the trade front. Liberalisa- 
tion of services is being 
speeded up, but there is no' 
real progress towards trade 
in form products. ASEAN, 
most of whose members 
have trade-oriented econo- 
mies, could fall behind 
some other regions, includ- 
ing Latin America, in trade 
opening. 

Vietnam's recent joining 
of ASEAN was desirable 
from the perspective of re- 
gional solidarity — particu- 
larly m relations with China 
— but, even with the 


adjustment allowances it 
will be given, Vietnam will 
be a drag on economic in- 
tegration. 

The next two candidates, 
Laos and Cambodia, are 
small enough, and already 
quite integrated with larger 
neighbours, not to be a 
problem when they join, 
probably in 1997. But Bur- 
ma — for which there is as 
’ yet no timetable — will be 
even more difficult to digest 
than Vietnam. 

Sceptics will say the Nuc- 
lear Weapons Free Zone 
declaration is of no more 
practical use than the dec- 
laration of a Zone of Peace. 
Freedom and Neutrality by 
the original ASEAN five in- 
Kuala Lumpur in 1971. 
Then as now, most mem- 
bers had close if informal 
military ties to America. 

However, by including 
members’ 200-mile exclu- 
sive economic zones In their 
definition of the nuclear 
zone, they have sent a par- 
ticular message to China, 
whose sea and island claims 
in the South China Sea ex- 
tend well into ASEAN eco- 
nomic zones. 


While ASEAN makes 
practical advances, APEC 
looks good on paper but is 
marginal to the real world 
of trade and investment in 
the regions it embraces. 
Proponents point to the 
progress made by most 
APEC members in bringing 
down barriers to trade and 
investment. They point, for 
instance, to President Jiang 
Zemin’s announcement in 
Osaka of a major trade 
liberalisation package. But 
APEC was not the cause of 
any liberalisation. 

In China's case, Mr. 
Jiang chose Osaka because 
it afforded him maximum 
publicity. It was not to hon- 
our APEC but to improve 
China’s chances of early en- 
try into the World Trade 
Organisation. Other liber- 
alisations are owed to the 
completed Uruguay 
Round, or to U.S. bilateral 
pressure, or to hopes .of 
joining the OECD (South 
Korea) and the WTO 
(Taiwan). Others are owed 
to the ASEAN Free Trade 
Area, or the North Amer- 
ican Free Trade Agree- 
ment, or just to enlightened 


self-interest. 

APEC's economic irrele- 
vance is underlined by the 
fact that Malaysia, which is 
heavily dependent on trade, 
is the least enthusiastic ab- 
out it. 

Mahathir Mohammad 
may be venting his irritation 
at U.S. opposition to his 
all-Asian East Asia Econo- 
mic Caucus proposal. But 
the Malaysian prime minis- 
ter is not one to throw away 
economic opportunities for 
his country. 

Others share Malaysia's 
scepticism but find it politic 
to keep quiet. Asian mem- 
bers mostly rake no notice 
at all of Latin American 
membership. 

APEC's other goals are 
equally vague, as perhaps 
indicated by U.S. Defence 

Secretary William Perry 
talking about the possibility 
of APEC becoming a secur- 
ity organisation. The truth 
is that the United Stales 
began by ignoring APEC, 
then saw a need to counter 
the EAEC and use APEC 
as a forum for free trade, 
rhetoric. Meanwhile, it pur- 
sues substantive issues 


either bilaterally or through 
the WTO. 

* The dreamworld quality 
of APEC aims was demons- 
trated by the discussion of 
agriculture in Osaka. The 
meeting eventually came up 
with a meaningless formula 
that all could swallow. But 
if even small groups like the 
ASEAN Free Trade Area, 
most of whose members are 
farm exporters, cannot 
agree on free trade, what 
hope is there in the vastly 
more diverse APEC? 

Does anyone seriously 
imagine that China, which 
has been obsessed with 
food security for millennia, 
will put its grain prices en- 
tirely at the mercy of inter- 
national markets? 

The lesson of the Osaka 
and Bangkok summits is 
that realistic trade agendas 
for all members of APEC 
will be either in the global 
forum of the WTO or in 
smaller arenas like AFTA. 
and NAFTA. That is as it 
should be. 

International Herald Tri- 
bune 


Unmasking the real face of ‘terrorism 


By Masha hid Husain 

THE ASSASSINATION of 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin has evoked 
diode and concern not just 
because be was a principal 
architect of Israel’s post- 
cold-war strategy towards 
the Arab World, but be- 
cause he was attempting to 
coopt the Palestine libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
into tbe joint containment 
of the “Islamic threat” 
posed by Hamas in the 
occupied territories and 
Hizbollah in Lebanon. 

The more obvious reason 
for near disbelief expressed 
in Western capitals and the 
Western media in the after- 
math of the killing is the 
identity erf its perpetrator. 
A right-wing Israeli assassi- 
nating his own prime minis- 
ter was not supposed to 
happen, given that current 
Western mythology holds 
that terrorism is synony- 
mous with the Arabs or 
Muslims. A recent issue of 
Newsweek magazi n e said in 
so many words that in the 
Middle East, at least in the 
American mind, the face of 
terror is usually wrapped in 
a kufiya, adding that terror- 
ism was also die kind of 
diing that Arabs did to each 
other. 

Interestingly, the shock 
and dismay expressed on 
the discovery that Rabin’s 
wamssin was a Jew is similar 
to sentiments expressed 
wheat those who bombed 
the Oklahoma building ear- 
lier this year turned out not 
k> be Muslims but right- 
wing Christian extremists, 
thereby disproving the con- 


ventional wisdom of most 
Westerners that terrorism is 
somehow the exclusive pre- 
serve of Muslims. 

Ironically, the assassina- 
tion of Rabin, who was 
Israel’s chief of staff during 
the 1976 war and defence 
minister during the earlier 
stages of the intifada, when 
he was tbe architect of tbe 
Israeli occupation army’s 
strategy of “breaking tbe 
bones of Palestinian chil- 
dren resisting the occupa- 
tion,” followed by a httie 
over a week tbe lolling in 
Malta of Fathi Shaqaqi, the 
leader of Islamic Jihad. 
Thankfully, as was tbe case 
in Oklahoma, the assassina- 
tion of Rabin was not the 
work of any Muslim, since 
that would have simply 
reaffirmed the perception 
in tbe West that t e rro ri sm 
and Islam are synonymous. 
On the contrary, as was the 
case in Oklahoma, the 
assassination of Rabin ha* 
underlined, and indeed ex- 
posed, the nature erf the 
real terrorist threat. Both 
outrages have belied the 
underlying racism in the 
perceptions, policies and 
arguments of those who 
have sought to identify 
Islam and the Muslims with 
“fundamentalism and ter- 
rorism.” 

Radsm In Western 
arguments 

The same radsm perme- 
ates other Western argu- 
ments on such issues as 
nuclear weapons, when tbe 
retention of nuclear 
weapons by the West is 
justified by reasons of 



Yigal Amir 

security deterrence, but the 
quest for tbe acquisition of 
such capabilities on tbe part 
of Muslims is presented as a 
threat which is underpinned 
by the unstated, but widely 
held, view in the West that 
similar weapons of destruc- 
tion in the hands of Mus- 
lims would be “irresponsi- 
ble,” and, therefore, pose 
an “unacceptable” threat to 
peace. 

The second aspect which 
has been exposed by the 
assassination of Rabin by a 
Jewish militant is the fact 
that Israel’s own creation 
has a basis in armed vio- 
lence and terrorism. This is 
a commonly known fact, 
which is not widely discus- 
sed these days, since, in 
Western parlance, such talk 
would not be “politically 


correct,” nor would it help 
to focus attention on the 
“Islamic threat.” 

Like a number of Israeli 
prime ministers before him, 
including Menachem Be- 
gin, who belonged to the 
terrorist group Irgun, or 
Yitzhak Shamir, who was a 
member of the infamous 
Stern . Gang, which was 
among those responsible 
for blowing up the King 
David hotel in Jerusalem, 
Rabin, too, got his military 
training during die run-up 
to the creation of Israel in 
the Hagannab. That streak 
of violence has been an 
integral component of 
Israel’s social fabric, most 
evident in its policies to- 
wards Palestinians like die 
assassination of PLO leader 
Abu Jihad in April 1988 by 


Israeli gunman or the illegal 
and forcible construction of 
settlements on territory 
occupied by Israel. 

For instance, the worst 
act of terrorism during tbe 
Arab-Israeli conflict was 
the Iriltiim fay an Israeli, 
Baruch Goldstein, of 29 
Muslim worshippers during 
Friday prayers at the mos- 
que in Hebron. And in file 
case of Rabin, the killer was 
not some demented deviant 
outride the Israeli main- 
stream, but a man who 
would normally be consi- 
dered very mudi a part of* 
it. 

Rooted in religion 

Tbe third aspect revolves 
around tbe entire question 
of terrorism rooted in reli- 
gion. At a recent seminar 
on tbe issue held in Paris on 
Oct. 30, which was 
attended by Jewish and 
Muslim religious leaders as 
well as academics, it was 
stated that “religious fana- 
ticism prompts more than 
20 per cent of international 
terrorist incidents and is 
largely responsible for the 
increasingly violent and 
ruthless nature of terror- 
ism.” The seminar referred 
to the escalation of terror- 
ism “especially where reli- 
gion is allied with nationa- 
ism — as in Bosnia, the 
Middle East or the Indian 
sub-continent.” 

Interestingly, in all the - 
three areas cited by the 
seminar, the Muslims have 
been victims of an aggres- 
sive fundamentalism that 
often uses force and terror 
as a weapon, as demons- 


trated by Jewish ter ro rism 
in Israel, the demolition of 
tbe Babri Mosque and the 
killings of Muslims in Bom- 
bay during December 1992 
and January 1993, as well as 
Serbian Christian ethnic 
deansing of Bosnian Mus- 
lims which has inducted the 
use of rape as a weapon. 
U.N. safe areas like Srebre- 
nica and Zepa were deliber- 
ately allowed to fall since 
they were perceived to be 
“indefensible,” resulting in 
die execution 8,000 Muslim 
men in tbe former alone.” 
Like Oklahoma earlier 
this year, or the Tokyo 
underground poison gas 
killings, where 11 died and 
over 5,000 were injured, 
the recent assassination of 
Rabin should serve as an 
eye-opener for the West: 
The roots of terrorism in 
contemporary society are 
not confined to Muslims. It 
is time for the West to shed 
its self-righteous image that 
“our people cannot ao such 
vile tnings; it has got to be 
Muslims or Arabs/' 

The reality is that as the 
trade record in the United 
States, the Middle East, 
Bosnia or South Asia 
underlines, Muslims have 
frequently been tbe victims 
of terrorism perpetrated by 
non-Muslims. Rabin’s 
assassination has again 
brought home this ugly 
reality, and Western gov- 
ernments need to ponder 
bow best to combat this 
threat, rather than giving it 
a religious colouring as has 
been done so often in tbe 
recent past. 

Middle East Intanathmai 





Higher gas output from Risheh 
can raise coverage of electric 
power needs to 20 per cent 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The pending 
production of an addition J 
10 million cubic feet daily of 
natural- gas from the Risheh 
gas field could cover up to 20 
per cent of Jordan’s electric 
power needs and save the 
government up to $21 million 
annually. Director of the Pet- 
roleum Exploration Depart- 
ment at the Natural Re- 
sources Authority (NRA) 
Khaled Sheyyab said Mon- 
day. 

Currently, daily produc- 
tion of natural gas from the 
Risheh field — approximate- 
ly 28 million cubic feet daily 
— supplies between 12 and 
IS per cent of Jordan's elec- 
tric power needs, but earlier 
this week, chairman of the 
nascent government-owned 
National Oil Company said 
that further exploitation of 
the Risheh field could boost 
production by approximately 
10 million cubic feet daily, 
bringing production to 40 
million cubic feet. 

Gas from the field is chan- 
nelled to four turbines, with a 
capacity of 30 megawatts 
each, that supply the national 
electricity network and cur- 
rently generate between 95- 
98 megawatts of electricity. 

“We can add another tur- 
bine if we boost production 
to 45 million cubic feet per 
day/' said Mr. Sheyyab, 
“which is entirely possible 
after we connect the other 


wells in early 1996." 

According to Mr. Sheyyab, 
one well in south Risheh and 
another in Risheh 's current 
production area are ready to 
connect to the turbines, and a 
third well, again in the south- 
ern area “looks promising.” 

The National Oil Company 
will continue to prospect for 
natural gas in the Kingdom in 
cooperation with foreign oil 
and gas companies, he said, 
but the remainder of Jordan's 
electricity needs will continue 
to be supplied by fuel oil. 

“We now consume fuel oil 
at 1.5 million cubic metres,” 
said Mr. Sheyyab, “1.1 mil- 
lion cubic metres of which is 
used for electric power gen- 
eration.” 

Nearly half of the total 
volume consumed — 770,000 
cubic metres — is imported 
from Iraq. “If we exploit and 
use 45 million additional 
cubic feet (of gas), then we 
would save $21 million,” he 
said, adding that, “the 
amount of gas consumed for 
electric power generation in 
1994 is equivalent to 217,000* 
cubic metres of fuel oil, 
which costs $21 million by 
international standards.” 

It is estimated that by rais- 
ing the extracted volume of 
gas to 300 million cubic feet, 
Jordan could be self- 
sufficient in generating eleo 
tricity. Mr. Sheyyab said that 
it was too early to tell 
whether or not self- 
sufficiency was a realistic out-. 


look since demand for natu- 
ral gas is increasing sharply. 
He said the NRA expects 
demand for the resource to 
reach 270 million cubic feet 
per day by the year 2000 and 
by the year 2005, it estimates 
that demand will reach 415 
million cubic feet. 

“We dp hope, though, that 
by increasing exploration 
activities and by applying 
new technologies in coopera- 
tion with the foreign com- 
panies we can recover more 
reserves that are sufficient to 
meet our need,” be said. 

To date, three foreign oil 
companies have signed va- 
rious agreements with the 
NRA to prospect for oil and 
gas in the Kingdom: In 
September, the American 
company Trans Global 
signed an agreement of 
understanding to prospect for 
oil in the Dead Sea and Jor- 
dan Valley areas; second 
American oil company, 
Andarko, signed a letter of 
intent to start prospecting 
near Risheh: and this week, 
the NRA signed a memoran- 
"dum of understanding with 
the Malaysian company Pet- 
ronas for prospecting in the 
Sartaan district in the north- 
eastern part of the Kingdom. 
NRA Director Fakbri 
Daghestani said that the com- 
pany will shortly sign a profit- 
sharing agreement before 
prospecting operations com- 
mence. 


Israeli government approves 
sweeping bank reforms 


TEL AVIV (R) — The 
Israeli government Sunday 
approved sweeping reforms 
requiring the country's 
powerful banks to sell off a 
substantial part of their 
assets, a treasury spokesman 
said. 

The reforms have far- 
reaching implications for the 
concentration of economic 
power in Israel as well as for 
privatisation of the banking 
sector.- ,l ' : 

i A ’*ey measftre ; requires 
banks to reduce '-Holdings in 
any non-finandal company to 
a maximum 20 per cent by 
1999, one year later than a 
government-appointed com- 
mittee had originally recom- 
mended. 

The banks must also re- 
duce their non-finandal hold- 
ings as a percentage of total 
capital to 15 per cent by 2002. 


again a one-year extension 
over the original recom- 
mendation. 

They will be allowed to 
hold an additional five per 
cent in foreign-based and 
owned non-finandal assets, 
as proposed by Finance 
Minister Avraham Shohat. 

In theory, the reforms app- 
ly to all banks but in practise 
the state-owned Bank 
HapoaJim and Bank Leumi 
are the only, ones that hold 
significant . non-financial 
assets. 

The extension of the timet- 
able was aimed at appeasing 
investors bidding for a con- 
trolling stake in Bank 
Hapoalim, Israel’s largest 
bank. 

Bank Hapoalim will be 
forced under the reforms to 
divest itself of either a 25 per 
cent stake in Koor Industries 


or a 34 per cent holding in 
Clal, two of Israel’s leading 
conglomerates. . 

The two groups bidding for 
Hapoalim had called on the 
government to soften the me- 
asures, indicating they would 
otherwise reconsider their 
bids. 

One group is comprised of 
Qaridge, the Israeli invest- 
ment arm of Canada's 
Charles Bronfman, investor 
George Soros, Ted Arison of 
Carnival Cruise Lines and 
Goldman Sachs. 

TTie other is led by Israeli 
businessman Eliezer Fiscfa- 
man and includes Bear 
Stearns. 

The reforms will prevent 
banks from having veto pow- 
er over business decisions in 
their non-financial holdings. 


THE Daily Crossword by Jay Sullivan 


ACROSS 
1 Sustain 
6 Wail 

10 Biblical miracle 
site 

14 Gallows 
necessity 
- 15 Western sch 

16 Automatic 
weapons 

17 Occasionally 

1 9 Clock sound 

20 Chemical 
suffix 

21 Ruby and 
Sandra 

22 Scoundrels 

24 Lucille Ball, for 
one 

26 Mortgagor's 
secunty 

27 Canine 
comment 

28 Two-footed 
31 Castor and 

Pollux 

34 Mikado’s Lord 
High 

Executioner 

35 Pair 

37 Large cat 

38 Part of a TV 
broadcast 

39 Take a breather 

40 Seaweed 

41 Divisible by iwo 

42 Jousting fields 

43 Nicaraguan 
opposition 

45 Daisy — 

46 Telegrapher’s 
symbols 

47 Violins 

51 Chewy candy 

54 Machete 

55 Feedbag morsel 

56 Big bird 

57 Generally 

60 Anecdote 
collections 

61 Little squirt 

62 Andes country 

63 Haven 

64 Singing brothers 

65 Art item 

DOWN 

1 Circle or ear 
predecessor 
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Ail rights reserved 

2 Eremite's 
companion‘d 

3 Browbeaten 

4 Country letters 

5 Depicts 

6 Silent 

7 Name in 
publishing 

B Brew 

9 Mikado's son 

10 Settled 

1 1 Black Sea 
neighbor 

12 Pleasant 

13 Invites 
18 Heedless 
23 Originally 

25 Firm 

26 Compare 

28 Foretells 

29 Some votes 

30 Persist 

31 Resort 

32 Powder, 
briefly 

33 Jason's ship 

34 Pueblo 
ceremonial 
chambers 


Yesterday’s puzzle strived: 
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36 Shakes, for 
short 

38 Back bone 
42 Vita" 

44 Digit 

45 Temperate 

47 Type sets 

48 Lemur 

49 Bird of prey 


50 Hard alloy 

51 Catch 

52 Cry of 
disbelief 

53 Trepidation 

54 Curse 

58 Expression of 
good taste? 

59 Eureka! 


Council satisfied with supplies 
of foodstuffs, stability of prices 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Higher Supply Council Sunday 
voiced satisfaction with 'the 
measures and steps taken by 
the Ministry of Supply* to 
provide basic food items, and 
to ensure prices of others supply 1 
items. 

Meeting under the chair- 
manship of Supply Minister 
Adel A1 Qudah, the council 
decided to set up a mini 
committee to prepare a work- 
ing paper on the future supp- 
ly policy to be presented to 
the council during its next 
session, which will be held 
befort the onset of the fasting 
month of Ramadan on or 
around Jan. 21. 

Mr. Qudah briefed the 
council on the ministry's 


efforts to provide enough 
supplies of the basic subsi- 
dised food items, including 
bread, rice, sugar and pow- 
der milk (Halibna). The 
minister said his ministry has 
coordinated with the general 
federation of Jordanian 
Chambers of Commerce and 
the General Union of Food- 
stuff Importers to import 
sufficient quantities of food 
items and sell them to the 
public, according to the 
Ministry of Supply prices dur- 
ing the fasting month of 
Ramadan. 

In a related development, 
a special committee entrusted 
with fixing and monitoring 
prices of table eggs met under 
the chairmanship of Mr. 


Qudah and reviewed the cur- 
rent prices of table eggs. The 
committee maintained the 
current prices of eggs, and 
called on retailers to adhere 
to these prices. 

Commenting on the cur- 
rent egg prices, Samih 
Momani, director general of 
the Egg Producers and 
Marketers Society said the 
Jordanian market consumes a 
total of 50 to 60 million eggs a 
month. Mr. Momani ex- 
pected a drop in the prices of 
eggs in Ramadan, attributing 
such a drop to the low de- 
mand for eggs in that month. 

Mr. Momani maintained 
that prices of eggs in Jordan 
are low, if compared with the 


prices in the neighbouring 
countries. He noted that 
poultry farmers sustained big 
losses since 1990. because ex- 
ports had ceased since then. 
Mr. Momani said Jordan 
used to export 100 million 
eggs a month to Iraq and 
Arab Gulf countries. 

He said the current egg 
price includes a profit margin 
for farmers, noting that it will 
in no way compensate for- 
mers for their past losses. 
Member of the society. Sulai- 
man Irteimeh. noted a drop 
in the egg-farms due to suc- 
cessive losses, saying that the 
number of farms has dropped 
from 256 to 150 due to a rise 
in fodder prices, and lack of 
export markets. 


Japan to boost aid 
to developing countries 



TOKYO (AFP) — The 
Japanese government Sunday 
settled an argument over 
state budget plans with a 
record-low increase of 3.5 per 
cent in its aid to developing 
countries. 

. After last-minute negotia- 
tions, the finance and foreign 
ministries agreed to set 
Japan's official development 
assistance (ODA) for the 
next fiscal year at about 1.15 
trillion yen ($11.3 billion), 
government officials said. 

The annual increase rate 
for Japan's ODA was im- 
proved from an original plan- 
ned 2.8 per cent to 3.5 per 
cent, but still comes in a 
record low for the third con- 
secutive year. it stood at 4.0 
per cent in the preceding 
fiscal year. 

“I believe we have given 
adequate consideration to in- 
ternational contributions de- 
spite the tough (financial) 
situation,” Foreign Minister 
Yohei Kono told a news con- 
ference after meeting Fi- 
nance Minister Masayoshi 
Takemura. 

Mr. Kono said the revised 
allocation would help the 


3 . 5 % 

government fulfill its five- 
year ODA target of $70-75 
billion for fiscal 1993-1997. 

On Monday, the cabinet of 
Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Mura yam a was scheduled to 
adopt bills on a big-spending 
budget of 75.1 trillion yen 
(5736 billion) for the year 
beginning on i%pril 1. 

The bills will then be sub- 
mitted to parliament for 
weeks of debate expected to 
be heated up by the govern- 
ment's derision on Tuesday 
to use public funds to limit 
the fallout from massive los- 
ses of housing loan com- 
panies. 

The budget plans included 
a record 21 trillion yen in 
government bond issues to 
offset a decline in revenue, 
stimulate the econmy and 
clean up the massive bad debt 
of the seven failed housing 
loan firms. 

The finance minister told 
another news conference that 
the draft budget, due out 
Monday, represents only a 
transitional stage for solving 
the daunting task of rehabili- 
tating state finances. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergei? 







“Body piercing is very popular. You 
should get your lips pierced so I can 
padlock your mouth between meals." 


Jordan seeks 
to renew vital oil 
contract with Iraq 


AMMAN (AP) — A team of 
Energy Ministry officials left 
for Iraq Sunday to renew an 
annual contract under which 
Baghdad supplies the King- 
dom with all its oil needs of 
some 80,000 barrels a day. 

Officials said the team is 
headed by tbe ministry's 
secretary general, Ahmad 
Bashir, and includes repre- 
sentatives of the Jordan Pet- 
roleum Refinery and the fi- 
nance ministry. 

Jordan plans to buy 3.3 
million tonnes of crude oil. 
120,000 tonnes of liquefied 
gas, 300,000 tonnes of diesel - 
oil and 800.000 tonnes of fuel ■ 
oil from Iraq next year, Ener- * 
gy Minister Sameeh Dar- 
wazeh has said. 


Tbe minister, who visited 
Baghdad in September to 
negotiate Jordan's oil needs, 
said the figures were five per 
cent more than this year be- 
cause of envisaged increase in 
demand in the kingdom. 

Jordan received 55,000 
barrels of crude oil and 
25,000 of fuel oil from Bagh- 
dad every day with the tacit 
approval from the U.N. 
Security Council, which im- 
posed crippling trade sanc- 
tions on Iraq after it invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990. 

Jordan says the supplies 
are in settlement of an esti- 
mated $1.1 billion debt incur- 
red by the Iraqi government 
during and after its 1980-88 
war with' Iran. 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hunrl Arnold and Mika ArgJrion 



5CULFTOI? C. AN 
U5E THIS TO 
Hl$ 

MASTERPIECE. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer: HIS 


I 


y -y -W 




Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: STOOP TEASE DISMAY VERIFY 
Answer What she thought of the printer's work — 
IMPRESSIVE 



Andy Capp 



HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR MONDAY. 
DECEMBER 25, 1995 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19 ) 
Try not ro irk a family tic in ty 
morning today, and tonight it 
would be well to build up the 
trust of good friends and feDow 

associates. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You have to be tactful hr com- 
municating with others m the 
morning today, and later tbs 
evening be careful of co mmir fa , 
yourself in practical ratten; 

GEMINI: (May 21 to Jane 21) 
Don't do anything which ootid 
jeopardise your security in the 
morning today, and later tough 
try not to irk a friend. Don't 
repair any property. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Your judgement any 
not be very good in the morning 
today, if you try to push a private 
affair. Tty to save more money 
for the lean times. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A 
private concern could caose yon 
to act unreasonably. Use more 
care in gening your appearance 
enhanced by shopping in tbe 
right locations. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) A- friend could be dp. 
appointing in tbe morning today 
or vice versa, so keep poised and 
then you can express yourself 
nicely. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) You may be worried 
about a credit affair, but keep 
mum and later you may find it 
difficult to gain some special aim' 
also. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Don’t go running 
around aimlessly in tbe mo rnin g 
[ today, and later this evening you 
can get some problematical affair 
nicely solved. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Don't delay tbe 
payment of some just and press- 
ing obligation which must be 
attended to today or you wffl 
regret it later this evening. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Don't disagree with 
one who does not Eke your ideas and 
also keep quiet if 'you do ’not 
agree with the ideas of your 
mate. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Keep rooted to 
your career activities and don’t 
iet delays of others disturb you, 
and then a partner can be very 
supportive of you. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You may get irritated at the 
depressing mood of your mate, 
but be silent and it will soon 
change. A fellow associate could 
be annoying. 

'Bfrtbstone of December: Tur- 
qootse — Zircon 
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ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You can easily get an associate at 
this time to gently cooperate with 
you in expressing some fine ta- 
lent you may possess. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 

At this time you find tbe ri 
way to have more accord at 
home with your family, so get 
busy at it and you will have antra 
appreciation. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
State your aims dearly today to 
allies and experts and gain their 
full cooperation in order to 
them best for your success. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Be more concerned with 
finances and property today if 
you are going to gain die aims 
which are uppermost in your 
mind. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Get 
those ideas m operation which 
can help you to gain your finest 
aims and become more affluent 
in your present duties. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Don’t fuss over tiresome 
details at this time. Use k lftpis < 
which can further your interests ^ 
considerably. Show more affec- 
tion. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) You cow comprehend 
tbe ideas of good friends who 
have been trying to get you to 
follow a new course of action for 
success. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Get your talents 
io tbe attention of bigwigs today 
sothat you can become more 
successful. Get some dvic activi- 
ties completed. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) You can make 
those changes you have in tekoA 
since new interests can move 
more interesting and profitable 
for yon a; this time. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Your hoodies a* 
good at this time and can help 
you to advance more quickly in 
your career, so follow them mid 
you win be successful 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
Febr uary 19) Be with succe ssf ul 
persons in right walks of life at 
this time and try to emulate them 
for your own advancement and 
prosperity. 

HSCES: (February 20 to March 
Get your suiTouodings toned 
up today so that you can be more 
comfortable in them. Avoid one 
who is a trouble maker. 

Birthstone of December: Tor- 
‘proae — Zircon 
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Jordanians rally behind campaign to boycott coffee 


By Giulia Atad 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanians 
seemed to have positively re- 
sponded to the campaign 
raised by the National Socie- 
ty for Consumer Protection 
(NSCP) to boycott coffee, 
according to Ahmad Hnsban, 
deputy president of the 
NSCP. 

M The campaign is very suc- 


cessful, and it will continue 
till all merchants respond to 
onr appeal,” said Mr. Hus- 
ban. 

Mr. Hnsban added that 
NSCP has received letters 
and calls of support from 
individuals, companies, hos- 
pitals, political parties and 
main institutions announcing 
that they have started boycot- 
ting coffee in response to die 
campaign. 


“We received letters from 
the University of Jordan 
announcing that they stopped 
offering coffee in their 
cafeteria/* Mr. Hnsban 
added. 

Mr. Hnsban said that some 
merchants also responded to 
the NSCFs appeal and called 
for dialogue with the society. 

“This is a very positive 
turning point which proves 
that those merchants were 
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affected by the boycott, 7 ’ said 
Mr. Husban. 

He added that the NSCP 
will open an honour list for 
the merchants who are will- 
ing to reduce their prices, 
adding that their names will 
be published in the newspap- 
ers to attract consumers to 
them. 

The NSCP will later hold a 
reception to honour those 
merchants, according to a 
statement by the society. 

According to a source, the 
Prime Ministry, has also par- 
ticipated in the campaign and 
is only offering tea and herbs 
instead of coffee in its offices. 

The coffee-boycott cam- 
paign has started in light of 
what the NSCP described as 
“the minimum reduction” on 
coffee prices agreed to be- 
tween the Ministry of Supply 
and coffee importers last 
week. 

The decision to lower cof- 
fee prices was taken by the 
Ministry of Supply and coffee 
importers in light of the signi- 
ficant international reduction 
of coffee prices eight months 
ago. 

The coffee price reduction 
only included "robusta” 
beans which have been de- 
scribed by a coffee retailer as 
“low grade coffee.” 

The president of NSCP, 
Mohammad Obeidat had told 
the Jordan Times that over 
the last eight months, coffee 


merchants have made 60-70 
per cent profit at the expense 
of Jordanian consumers. 

The NSCP had called for 
the quality of “Extra” beans 
be lowered to JD 3 per kilog- 
ramme, and “robusta” be lo- 
wered to JD 2.25. 

While Abdul Karim Skafi a 
coffee merchant told the Jor- 
dan Times that even though 
coffee prices went down on 
the international market, 
merchants still have to pay 35 
per cent in customs. Thus, 
they cannot reduce their 
prices to the level required by 
the NSCP, he said. 

He added that all mer- 
chants have reduced prices of 
robusta beans to JD 3.5 per 
kilogramme, the price re- 
quired by the Ministry of 
Supply. “After customs, we 
.make a profit of 40 piasters 
per kilogramme, and if prices 
go down any further we will 
incur a loss, 7 ' he said. 

As for the “Extra” beans, 
which were not included in 
the price reduction, Mr. Skafi 
said that some merchants m 
western Amman are taking 
advantage of the consumer 
by raising the prices of this 
kind to JD 6-7 per kilogram- 
me. 

This situation, according to 
Mr. Skafi, has prompted the 
controversy. 

Other coffee retailers such 
as Farouki, Ablia Abeila and 


Shahin, have reported an in- 
crease in sales saying that the 
campaign did not affect them 
at all. 

Nevertheless, the Jorda- 
nian Women’s Union (JWU) 
launched a campaign calling 
on all women to boycott cof- 
fee as a support to NSCP. 
The union have distributed 
an appeal which Ojini Had- 
dad, president of the 
women’s committee for con- 
sumer protection at the 
JWU, said have received a 
positive response. 

“Some people have 
already started boycotting 
coffee before getting the 
appeal and others did not 
know about it but responded 
positively to the campaign 
which will continue untO cof- 
fee prices go down,” said Ms. 
Haddad. 

Gting the success of the 
campaign, Ms. Haddad said 
that offices at major commer- 
cial buildings have stopped 
offering coffee. She said that 
although the government has 
also responded to the cam- 
paign, the response is not 
enough. 

“The government has the 
authority to take measures 
regarding this matter,” she 
added. 

This is the first time a 
campaign for a boycott is 
launched in the history of the 
Kingdom. 
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Big shot of radiation makes 
cheap whisky smooth 


OSAKA, Japan (R) — Using 
doses of radiation strong 
enough to kill 250 people, 
Japanese scientists say they 
can make bad wine taste 
good and cheap whisky 
smooth. 

And they predict this kind 
of food irradiation could be 
legalised worldwide in as lit- 
tle as five years. 

“It's funny,” said Hiroshi 
Watanabe, joint head of re- 
search at the Japan Atomic 
Power Company’s (JAPC) 
research facilities in Takasa- 
ki, just north of Tokyo. 

“If you irradiate good wine 
or whisky, they taste terrible. 
But if you expose bad wine 
and cheap whisky to gamma 
rays. they, taste much better,” 
said Mr. .Watanabe, 53. • - 

Irradiation, he said, work- 
ed on cheap liquor because it 
was poorly made, in the case 
of wine, or imperfectly 
blended, in the case of whis- 
ky. 

“With whisky, what the 
radioactivity does is promote 
tiie blending process and that 
takes away any aftertaste," 


he told Reuters. 

“With wine, you end up 
discolouring it a bit, but by 
promoting fermentation you 
take away the bitter after- 
taste of cheap wines and 
make it much smoother." he 
said. 

Researchers expose whisky 
and wine to 2,000 joules of 
radioactive gamma rays, said 
Mr. Watanabe, adding that it 
takes just eight joules of gam- 
ma rays to kill a person. 

The main drawback with 
irradiation, he said, was that 
it remains illegal in most 
countries, and that many con- 
sumer groups oppose it, in- 
sisting it increases the risk of 
cancer. 

“Right now, even in 
-France and Holland," Where : 
food irradiation is common, 
many companies shy away 
from irradiating products be- 
cause they fear consumers 
will link them to nuclear pow- 
er and radiation, and turn to 
other brands,” he said. 

Still, Hitoshi Itoh, 55, co- 
head of research at the Japan 
Atomic Power Company's re- 


search facilities in Takasaki, 
predicted food irradiation 
could be legalised worldwide 
in as little as five years. 

. “Food irradiation is likely 
to take off globally in 2,000,” 
he said. 

“By then governments 
across the world hope to ban 
the use of methyl bromide — 
the chemical now used to 
prolong the life of and kill 
harmful bacteria in food pro- 
ducts — because of the dam- 
age it does to the ozone layer, 
and after that’s banned, the 
only viable option is irradia- 
tion,” he said. 

Mr. Itoh spoke after 
attending a food irradiation 
conference in Vienna, Au- 
stria; sponsored by the. 
U.N.’s World” Health Orga- 
nisation and the International 
Atomic Energy Agency. He 
said the United States, Bri- 
tain, France and China were 
pushing hard for an early 
introduction of irradiation, 
and that with their support, 
its legalisation was a formal- 
ity. 
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Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th circle, Amman . 
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Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

[fn Um Uthaina, 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, , 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments and i 
villas * 

Fumished/unfumished for i 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel: 810605, 810609, 810520 
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Deluxe Villas 
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in Amman 
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Sashimi 

Sushi 


Fcr Res. 312397 - 3141^5 
r .‘-‘cca St Dao'.id Center 


NEW YEAR 

CAIRO 
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Amman (Abdali) 685195 
(Jmuwil 622151 z^hzhh 
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Restaurant 



Lunch Dinner 
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5th Circle - 692672 


MAURICE AKKAV7I 
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. Men’s Wear 
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hi . 8647 2 1 
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★ GIFTS 

★ HOME ACCESSORIES 

★ FURNITURE 


Sweifieh - Behind Cairo Ba: 




french 


Abdoun - Tel ; 319564 
Mobil Phone - (0791 2933: 





RENT A CAR 


We tty . 


Main office 

King Abdullah Gardens 

Tel. 699420 




Head Office 

Tel. 06-684771 / Fax 684973 
Aqaba Office 
Tel. 03-316265 /Fax 316265 
Emergency Call 24 Hours 
079/21526 

ShmiSani King Abduitah Gardens 
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Beat 


A review oi news irom the Arabic press 


Government’s portfolio of shares is 
less than JD1 billion 

■irir The government's investments in shares of public 
shareholding companies are less than JD' 1 billion, in case 
shares owned by the Social Security Corporation, esti- 
mated at about JD 650 million, are excluded on the 
grounds that the corporation is not a go v e rnment institu-. 
tion but a fund for future generation. Accordingly, the 
government’s portfolio was only about JD 600 million in 
tiie third quarter of this year arid the transferring of these 
investments to die private sector would take time, the 
minister of industry and trade has said. He pointed out that 
tiie Ministry of Hanning is currently preparing a memoran- 
dum about tiie privatisation procedure to be presented, 
discussed and adopted. Noting that it would be uneconomic 
and unscientific to dispose of the shares at once to avoid 
negative effects on prices, the minister indicated that the 
government’s portfolio includes shares of strategic import- 
ance. The minister said there are shares in large key 
companies, adding that if the government decides to sell, it 
would be only at the appr o pri ate time and in an accurate 
way. Shares of companies considered of strategic import- 
ance should remain in national hands even if their 
ownership and mangement took a commercial aspect, be 
added. Toe rest of tiie companies can be retinqinsbed by 
the government without much discussion but also at a 
suitable time and in an appropriate way (A1 Aswaq). - 

Insurance against fire accounts 
for 6.6 per cent of total premiums 

Insurance against fire is the least feasible type of 
insurance since it only covers a small portion of the overall 
volume of premiums earned by insurance companies. Hie 
latest figures show that premiums from fire insurance 
amounted to JD 10 million last year out of JD 66 in total 
premiums earned. In 1993, the premiums collected from 
tiie fire insumace totalled JD 9 million. The main clients 
for this type of insurance are factories and vital economic 
establishments (A1 Aswaq). 



Cairo Amman Bank 

Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(December 18-Decembere 22, 1995) 

AMMAN — The U.S. unit depredated modestly against 
the market and sterling last week, while appreciating 
marginally against the yen. It ended the week 0.40 per cent 
lower against the mark, 0.42 per cent lower against sterling 
and 0.28 per cent higher against the yen. 

The dollar wintessed substantial losses r against other 
major currencies Monday. Reports indicated that tiie 
on-going debate between the Congress and the U.S. 
administration over the U.S. budget, in addition to Russian 
parliamentary election results. were among the factors that 
contributed the most to the dollar's decline. Reports also 
indicated that growing fears that tiie two sides might not 
- reach an agreement soon had a negative impact on the U.S. 
bond and stock markets. Uncertainty over whether the 
Federal Open Market Committee (FOMC) would lower 
interest razes the next day. also pressured the dollar. 

The U.S. unit rose sharply against the mark and 
modestly the yen Tuesday, while stabilising against sterl- 
ing. The dollar appreciated on the back of U.S. bond and 
stock market rallies after the Fed eased its monetary policy, 
causing tiie federal funds rate to decrease by 0.25 per cent 
to 5.50 per cent through open market operations, while 
keeping tiie discount rale unchanged at 5.25 per cent. 
Analysis also indicated that the FOMC decision came 
despite the debate over the U.S. budget deficit, which 
proved that the committee takes its decisions according to 
price pressures and economic growth factors prevailing in 
the U.S. economy, and is not influenced by political 
factors. 

The dollar retreated against the mark and the yen 
Wednesday, however, while rising a bit against sterling. It 
lost ground as debate continued between the Congress and 
tiie U.S. administration over reducing the U.S. budget 
deficit. Reports indicated that traders were pessimistic that 
an agreement would be readied after the Congressional 
Republicans refused a compromise to reopen parts of the 
federal government operations, which kept 260 thousand 
federal workers out of work. 

While the U.S. unit appreciated against other major 
currencies Thursday, it witnessed moderate losses against 
the mark and sterling at tiie end of the week. Reports 
indicated that the dollar's retreat was attributed to profit- 
taking ahead of the Christmas holiday. Comments by a 
Bundesbank official, who warned that further easing of 
US. monetary policy would fuel inflation, also contributed 
to the dollar’s decline. 

The U.S. unit, thus, ended the week at 1.4376 marks, 
1023 yen and at $1.5430 to the pound. 

New York Closing Rale for Major Cvrrendes Against 

VS. Dollar 
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Ajax top 1995 scene 


PARIS (AFP) — Ajax Amsterdam com- 
pleted their metamorphosis from top club in 
Europe to the best club in the world in 1995 
when they beat Brazilians Gremio to lift the 
Intercontinental Cup. 

That 4-3 win on penalties, following a 0-0 
'draw in Tokyo on Nov. 28, stretched their 
unbeaten run to 66 matches in all competi- 
tions and propelled them from Dutch super- 
stars to world beaters. 

Off the pitch, a fair share of controversy 
was also present in 1995 when Eric Cantona 
was banned for kung-fu kick, Patrice Loko 
a went off* the rails, a German player failed a 

- drugs test, and Dynamo Kiev were banned 
from the European Champions Cup. 

Gremio, with more of physical game than the 
aesthetic-skill of neighbouring Brazilian clubs, 
were not expected to beat Louis Van Gaal's 
. side and Ajax confirmed their favourites' 
status with their usual brand of entertaining, 
attacking football. 

And, by late December, Ajax had still not 
lost a Dutch league game since a 2-1 loss to 
Willhelm II on May S, 1994 — the last day of 
the 1993/94 season. 

Of course victory in the European Cham- 
pions Cup final on May 24 in Vienna — 
Ajax's first triumph since winning three years 
running from 1971-1973 — pushed five-times 
champions AC Milan into the background. 

Ironically Frank Rijkaard, one of a Dutch 
trio who masterminded Milan's 1989 and 1990 
European Cup wins, switched roles and excel- 
led for Ajax this time. 

Rijkaard's angled pass through the Milan 
defence was instrumental in creating Patrick 
Kluivert’s 83rd minute goal for a 1-0 win. At 
18, Kluivert was the youngest ever scorer in a 
Champions Cup final. * 

Meanwhile, Gremio won the Copa Liberta- 
dores, equivalent of the European Champions 
Cup, for the second time with a 4-2 aggregate 
~ scoreline over Colombia's Nadonal of Medel- 

- lin. 

Like Brazil's 1994 World Cup winning 
team, Gremio's strengths were organisation 
••• - and physical power rather than the flair-based 
v -sides more traditional in Brazil. 

. '■ Gremio's most impressive win came in the 
quarter-finals when they pipped favourites 
-. Palmeiras 6-5 on aggregate. 

In the 1994/95 season in Europe, a new 
. sweep of the brush brought through Black- 
bunt Rovers, Juventus, Real madrid. Nantes 
. and Borussia Dortmund as the winners of the 
major leagues. 

. * Madrid clinched their 26th major title — 
their first since 1990 — to end Barcelona's run 
of four consecutive wins Spanish league wins. 

Real's 2-1 victory over second-placed De- 
portivo La Coruna, watched by 105,000 fans 
at the Bemabeu stadium, clinched the title. 

Chilean Ivan Zamorano hit the winner 10 
minutes from time after Brazilian Bebeto had 
equalised Jose Amavisca’s opening goal. 
Borussia Dortmund won their fourth Ger- 
• man title, their first in 32 years, by beating 
Hamburg 2-0 at home, while Werder Bremen, 

- leading by a point and with better goal 
difference, fell 3-1 at Bayern Munich. 

Dortmund coach Ottmar Hitzfeld could pat 
himself on the back with victory, particularly ‘ 
as strikers Stephane. Chapuisat, Karlheinz 
Riedle, and Denmark's Flemming Povlsen 
were ruled out through injury late in the 
season. 

Juventus heralded a new era in Italy to win 
their first title in nine years and become only 
the fourth team to complete the league and 
Cup double. 


Juventus beat Parma 4-0 in Turin to clinch 
the league, and won 3-0 on aggregate against 
the same opponents to win the Italian Cup. 
But Parma at least managed a UEFA Cup 
win, with a 2-1 aggregate success over Juven- 
tus. 

The Turin club thanked rejuvenated veter- 
an Gianluca Vialli and new find Alessandro 
Del Peiro, who they nearly sold to Parma, for 
their success. 

Roberto Baggio was out injured fox half the 
season, and was even unloaded to AC Milan 
at the end of the year, proving Juventus could 
do without the World Cup star. 

Names won their first league title in 12 
years, and seventh in all, but the successful 
squad was on the verge of dismantling. 

Defensive midfielder Chrsitian Karembeu 
went to Sampdoria, Patrice Loko moved to 
Paris Saint Germain, and even Reynald Ped- 
ros, who eventually stayed, at first said he was 
looking for new pastures. 

Nicolas Ouedec was injured during the 
early part of the 1995/96 defence of the title, 
and, not surprisingly, Nantes had a disastrous 
start to the season. 

The people of Blackburn had been waiting 
even longer for a league title. Not since before 
the World War I, and not for 81 years, had" 
they become the premier team in England. 

They won by a single point to prevent 
Manchester United from winning three years 
running. 

■ Blackburn, coached by Kenny Dalglish, 
drew at Liverpool, but thankfiilly Harry 
Redknapp's West Ham held Manchester Un- 
ited at 1-1 to enable Dlaglish to become only 
the third manager to win with different clubs. 

Herbert Chapman (Huddersfield Town and 
Arsenal )and Brian Cough (Derby County and 
Nottingham Forest) were other two. Dalglish, 
of course, also led Liverpool to the title 
during the 80s. 

Blackburn's fellow English club Arsenal 
were also trying to create a record and 
become the first club to successfully defend 
the European Cup Winners Cup. 

But a spectacular goal by Nayim, formerly 
of Arsenal's arch-rivals Tottenham Hotspur, 
in the dying seconds of the final earned Real 
Zaragoza a 2-1 win. Earlier John Hartson had 
cancelled out Juan Esnaider’s opener for 
Zaragoza. 

1995 had also been a year of scandals which 
inevitably rock such a high-profile sport. 

Eric Cantona's Kungfu kick on a Crystal 
Palace fan on Jan. 29 earned him a world- 
wide ban till Sept. 30 and £20,000 fine. 

It also led to criminal charges against the 
Manchester United star, and his punishment 
was to do community service as a football 
coach. 

Patrice Loko, who had just signed for PSG 
from Nantes, went on a rampage across Paris 
in July caused by personal problems. He was 
arrested for drunkenness outside a nightclub 
where he had allegedly been yelling at cars. 

Later, it was alleged he even exposed 
himself to a female police inspector. 

Dynamo Kiev were also banned from Euro- 
pean competition for two seasons for attemp- 
ting to bribe Spanish referee. Antonio Lopez ■ 
Nieto with mink' tx)ats 'arfd 'prostitutes 4n a " 
European Champions Cup match against 
Greek dub Panathinaikos. 

And former German international striker 
Roland Wohlfarth was banned by the league 
for taking drugs. The 31-year-old Vfl Bochum 
player tested positive for a stimulant at an 
indoor tournament in Leipzig. 



Members of the San Diego Chargers leave the Giants Stadium in East Rutherford (Reuters 
field as fans pelt them with snowballs after photo) 
they defeated the New York Giants 27-17, at 


Chargers, Colts clinch playoff berths 


EAST RUTHERFORD. 
New Jersey (R) — The San 
Diego Chargers- overcame a 
17-3 halftime defirit and a 
boorish barrage of ice snow- 
balls from unruly fans to beat 
the New York Giants 27-17 
on Saturday and cljnch an 
NFL playoffs berth. 

Joining the Charges into 
the post-season parade were 
the Indianapolis Colts, who 
beat the New England Pat- 
riots 10-7 on Cary Blanc 
hard's 30-yard field goal with 
5:51 left to book their first 
trip to the playoffs since 
1987. 

In Saturday's other NFL 
game, the playoff-bound De- 
troit Lions mauled the Tam- 
" pa Bay Buccaneers 37-10 to 
_ stay in the running for the 
Central Division title. 

At Giants Stadium, Shaun 
Gayle’s 99-yard interception 
return with 5:44 left in the 
fourth quarter snapped a 17- 
17. tie for the Chargers (9-7), 
who closed the season with 
five wins to keep alive their 
chance for another trip to the 
Super Bowl. 

The defending AFC cham- 
pions pulled it out despite 
losing starting quarterback 
Stan Humphries in the first 
quarter due to a sprained 


neck and concussion suffered 
in a jarring hit by Giant pass 
rushers Michael Strahan and 
Jamal Duff. 

Unruly spectators nearly 
caused the referee to declare 
the NFL’s first-ever forfeit 
with their snowball-throwing 
but the Chargers decided 
their fate on the field with an 
inspired comeback in the 
second half. 

Two touchdown drives af- 
ter intermission, each requir- 
ing a fourth-down conver- 
sion, brought San Diego even 
at 17-17. 

Rodney Culver ran two 
yards on a 4th-and-l from the 
Giants 13 to set up Aaron 
Hayden’s eight-yard touch- 
down run in the third quarter 
that closed the gap to 17-10. 

The crowd at the Meadow- 
lands pelted the Charger 
sideline with snowballs for 
most of the second half. 

After Chargers equipment 
manager Sid Brooks was hit 
in the face and knocked out 
briefly by a snowball, referee 
Ron Blum warned the fans 
over the public address sys- 
tem the game would be for- 
feited if the snowball- 
throwing continued. 

“The whole thing — en- 
dangerment of the players 


and officials on the field, the 
coaches on the sideline — 
were a concern," said Blum. 

“To be honest, I was very 
close to forfeiting the game.” 

Fourteen people were 
arrested and more than 100 
were ejected for hurling 
snowballs. 

“I was concerned for the 
safety of our players," Char- 
gers coach Bobby Ross said. 
"That's an embarrassment 
for the NFL." 

Giants coach Dan Reeves, - 
whose team finished 5-11, 
said: “The snowballing was 
classless. I told the referee 
that if he had to call it, to do 
so." • 

At Tampa Bay, linebacker 
Tracy Scragging returned a 
fumble 81 yards for a score 
and Brett Perrimafi added a 
91-yard touchdown reception 
for the red-hot Lions (10-6) 
who stretched their winning 
streak to seven. 

Detroit's victroy put press- 
ure on the Green Bay Pack- 
ers, who need a win at home 
against the Pittsburgh steei- 
ers Sunday to clinch the Cen- 
tral Division title. If the 
Packers lose, the Lions win 
the division. 


Newcastle 
go 10 
points 
clear 

LONDON (AFP) — New- 
castle manager Kevin Keegan 
could hardly hide his delight 
at the display of David Gino- 
la after the Frenchman had 
inspired the 3-1 win over 
Nottingham Forest which 
leaves them 10 points clear at 
the head of the Premiership 
title race on Saturday. 

Ginola, playing in an un- 
familiar central striker's role,, 
scored his first home goal for 
the club soon after Ian Woan 
bad cancelled out Rob Lee’s 
llth-minute opener. 

The French ace then teased 
and tormented the Forest 
side — a matador confronting 
a bull — before Robert Lee 
sealed victory with his eighth 
goal of the season 16 minutes 
from time. 

“I don’t know if he used 
super glue, but tbe ball 
seemed stuck to David's 
feet,” drooled Keegan. “He 
never looked like he wouldn’t 
go past people at any stage in 
the game. 

“I have to say that it is his 
best game for os. In other 
games he’s been brilliant for 
45 minutes and been a genius 
for 10 or 15, but today he was 
a threat for the whole 90. 
Some of the things he did 
were exceptional.” 

Lee, confined to bed with 
flu for much of this week, 
took his season's goal haul to 
eight with a double strike 
as Kevin Keegan's title chas- 
ers moved 10 points clear of 
nearest rivals Manchester 
United, who visit Leeds on 
Sunday. 

Tottenham missed the 
chance to leapfrog Manches- 
ter United and go second 
when they let slip a two-goal 
lead over bottom club Bol- 
ton, who clinched their first 
away point of the season in a 
2-2 draw. 

Scott Green and Icelandic 



Manchester City’s Michael Brown (right) clashes with Chelsea's Ruud Gullit during the Premier League game at Maiae 
Road (Reuters photo) 


international Gudni Bergsson 
netted in the 76th and 79th 
minutes respectively after 
Teddy Sheringham, with his 
15th goal of the term, and 
Chris Armstrong, with his 
eighth, had given Spurs the 
advantage. 

Liverpool went third after 
coming from behind to beat 
Arsenal 3-1 at Anfieid with 
the help of a Robbie Fowler 
hat-trick, the fifth of his 
career, taking his season’s 
tally to 18 with strikes after 
40, 59 and 78 minutes. 

His impressive show 
helped Liverpool to the three 
points after Ian Wright had 
opened the scoring for 
Arsenal from the penalty 
spot after seven minutes. 

Anfieid manager Roy 
Evans saluted his 20-year-old 
striker, saying: “I am not 
trying to force Terry Ven- 
ables and I know Robbie is in 
bis mind. His last two per- 
formances will have helped 
him and — like the Dutch 
striker, Patrick Kluivert — he 


has shown that if you are 
good enough, you are old 
enough." 

Arsenal manager Bruce 
Rioch was bitterly dis- 
appointed with the manner of 
the defeat and is planning to 
rebuild the walls around 
Highbury. 

He said: “We were out- 
played in the second half. We 
have got to get back to being 
a dub that is ready to chal- 
lenge for the title. 

“We need to change one or 
two personnel at Arsenal. 
That might take the next 
three to four years." 

Brazilian international 
Juninho produced a sparking 
display to help Middles- 
brough move into fifth spot 
with a 4-2 victory over West 
Ham at the Riverside Sta- 
dium. 

He had a hand in all three 
of his side's first-half goals — 
scored by Norwegian Jan 
Aage Fjortoft, Neil Cox and 
Chris Morris. 

Assistant manager Viv 


Anderson said: “Juninho 
could have had a hat-trick. 
We will have to work on his 
finishing but his overall play 
was excellent." 

Queens Park Rangers and 
Coventry clinched welcome 
wins to increase the pressure 
on Manchester City, who 
slumped 1-0 at home to 
Chelsea. 

Despite winning their 
Bosman-inspired decision 
allowing them to field four 
foreign players City manager 
Alan Ball admitted his gam- 
ble of having three centre- 
forwards misfired. 

Ball said: “I tried to play 
with three cenrre forwards — 
and when you do that you 
need them to stick the ball in 
the back of the net. They 
didn't do that — they missed 
three sitters in the first 10 
minutes.” 

For QPR. Kerin Gallon's * 
54th-minute goal sealed their 
first win in 12 attempts — 1-0 
over Aston Villa — and ■ 
moved them above Alan 


3all's side. 

Coventry moved to within 
a point of City by reponfing 
only their third victory of the 
term. 2-1 against Eveiton at 
Highfieid Road. 

Noel Whelan, their recent 
£2- million (SS-million) buy 
from Leeds, scored an 84th- 
minute winner on his home 
debut after Paul Rideout had 
cancelled out David Bust's 
opener for the Sky Blues. 

Fellow stragglers Wimble- 
don salvaged a point at home 
to Blackburn, with Robbie 
Earle's S3rd-minute effort 
sealing a 1-1 draw after Alan 
Kimble's own goal had put 
Rovers in front. 

A disappointed Blackburn 
boss Ray Harford said: “We 
were too wasteful in the first' 
half when we should had the- 
game well won. 

“You know- you won't get 
90 clear minutes against 
Wimbledon and they rfiafly' 
came back at us. But i thought - 
we had weathered the 
storm." • 


Becker 
will not 
play in 
Atlanta 

HAMBURG (AP) — 
Reigning Olympic* doubles 
tennis ebampion Boris 
Becker has said he won’t 
defend his title at the sum- 
mer games m Atlanta next 
year. 

“I will definitely not play 
at the Olympic Games in 
Atlanta, neither in singles 
nor doubles. I have person- 
al reasons," Becker told 
Sat 1 television at their 
Hamburg studios. 

The three-time Wimble- 
don champion who turned 
28 last month, was taping 
the interview in advance 
for a show entitled “Boris 
Becker Personally, ” which 
the commercial TV Station 
plans to air late Friday 
evening. 

Becker won the Olympic 
doubles championship at 
the 1992 Barcelona Games 
with countryman Michael 
Stich sharing the honour. 

“With Wimbledon and 
(he U.S. Open, I would be 
travelling eight weeks in a 
row,” Becker said of the 
Olympics. “I can’t do 
that.” 

Becker has said in the 
past while he still enjoys 
playing tennis, he relishes 
the time spent with his wife 
Barbara and son Noah 
Gabriel, who was born Jan. 
18. . 

Ranked No. 4 in the 
world, Becker is also the 
current ATP World cham- 
pion after defeating world 
No. 1 Pete Sampras in the 
finals in Frankfurt last 
month. 

Becker said be had a long 
talk with his co-champion 
partner Stich last week. “If 
I would have played in 
Atlanta, then only together 
with him, and I would have 
gladly done it.” 

“What Michael does 
now, he wiji have to say 
himself,” Becker said. 

Stich is still recovering 
from a serious ankle injury 
he suffered while playing at 
a tournament in Austria 
preceding the ATP Cham- 
pionships. He has said he 
hopes to be ready for the 
Australian Open next' 
month. 


Spurs beat Rockets; Bulls win 13th in a row 


SAN ANTONIO (R) — Av- 
ery Johnson seized his oppor- 
tunity on Saturday to help the 
San Antonio Spurs spank the 
NBA champion" ' H&uston 
Rockets 110-95 for ?fi$r fifth 
successive win. 

Sean Elliott scored 26 
points and Johnson added 25 
and 11 assists in a well- 
rounded attack as the Spurs 
beat the Rockets for the sixth 
time in seven regular season 
contests sandwiched around a 
Western Conference finals 
loss to them last season. 

The Spurs moved within 
V'i games of the Rockets in 
tbe Midwest. Sam Cassell led 
Houston with a career-high 
33 points. 

In Chicago, the dynamic 
duo of Michael Jordan and 
Scottie Pippen claimed 
another victim as the NBA- 
best Bulls overcame a slow 
stasrt to beat the Utah Jazz 
for their 13th win in a row. 

Chicago fell behind 20-10 
but used their defence to 
charge back and maintain a 
perfect 13-0 home mark. Jor- 
dan scored 30 points and 
Pippen pumped in 28 points 
for the 23-2 Bulls. 

Karl Malone led the Jazz 
with 22 points, but was held 
scoreless over the last 16 mi- 
nutes. John Stockton, the 
only other Jazz player in dou- 
ble figures, had 10 points. 

In New York, Patrick Ew- 
ing scored 40 points as the 
New York Knickcs rebound- 
ed from an embarrassing loss 
to defeat the Toronto Rap- 
tors 103-89. 

New York, beaten 111-90 
Friday by the Orlando Magic, 
broke open a two-point game 
with a 7-0 run in the fourth 
quarter. 

Rookie Damon Stouda- 
mire had 25 points for Toron- 
to. 

In Detroit, Penny Hard- 
away scored 16 of his 22 
points during a third-quarter 
run as the Orlando Magic 
pounded the Pistons 94-79. 

Nick Anderson also had 22 
points for Orlando, while 
allan Houston finished with 
19 points for Detroit, who 
had won three in a row. 

In Charlotte, the Hornets 
held the Miami Heat to seven 
points int he second quarter 
on the way to an 87-75 vic- 
tory. 

Larry Johnson led Charlot- 
te with 22 points. Kevin Wil- 
lis scored 22 points for 
Miami. 

In Cleveland, Terrell Bran- 
don nailed a five-foot running 
jumper in the lane as time 
expired to lift the Cleveland 
Cavaliers to a 97-96 victory 
over the Indiana Pacers. 

After Ricky Pierce’s jum- 
per put Indiana ahead 96-91 
with 1:40 remaining, con- 
secutive tip-ins by Chris Mills 



and Michael Cage narrowed 
the deficit to 96-95 with 30 
seconds to play. 

Pierce then missed on a 
layup and Brandon came 
away with the ball and drove 
down the court to hit the 
winning shot. 

Mills scored a career-high 
27 points for the Cavs. 


At Minnesota. Isaiah Rid- 
er scored 26 points and Tom 
Gugliotta had 20 points and 
12 rebounds to lead the Min- 
nesota Timberwolves to a 
111-98 victory over the Dallas 
Mavericks, giving coach Flip 
Saunders his first NBA win. 

Saunders replaced Bill 
Blair as head coach last Mon- 


NBA 

Charlotte 
Cleveland 
Orlando 
New York 
New Jersey 
Minnesota 
Chicago 
San Antonio 
LA Clippers 
Milwaukee 
LA Lakers 
Seattle 


RESULTS 

87 Miami 

97 Indiana 
94 Detroit 
!03 Toronto 

98 Philadelphia 
ill Dallas 

100 Utah 
1 10 Houston 
107 Denver 
1 15 Atlanta 
102 Portland 
118 Washington 
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98 
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99 
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day and lost three close 
games before notching the 
win. 

In Philadelphia, P.J. 
Brown scored IS points to 
lead the New Jersey Nets 
over the Philadelphia 76ers 
98-8o in their first meeting 
since thier six-player trade. 

In Portland, Cedric Cebal* 
los scored 23 points and 
Anthony Peeler and Vlade 
Divac each added 19 points 
as the Los Angeles Lakers 
handed the Trail Blazers 
their fifth straight defeat 102- 


In Denver. Loy 
scored 21 points to 
players in double fi 
[he Los Angeles 
Mat the Denver Nug 


Clippers won for just- 
the third time in 16 games. 
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Tomorrow’s another day for Olympic towns 


ATLANTA (AFP) — The 1996 Atlanta Olympics passed 
the one-year-to-go mark juggling a shrinking budget, 
sminng donmtones. irate international sports officials and 
sorely dissatisfied ticket applicants. 

At the time, several new Olympic venues passed their 
firet international tests with flying colours and details of 
Olympic year events such as the torch relay were unveiled 
with great fanfare as Atlanta Games supremo Billy Payne 
maintained his relentlessly optimistic stance. 

•‘It’s an impossibility that these Games will not be a 
resounding success," Payne said, a view he was called upon 
to repeat as often as a mantra in 1995. 

Revised budget figures released in October showed less 
sponsor money than expected, more ticker revenue than 
projected and a break-even budget with little margin for 
error. 

Organisers have contracts or money in hand for 86 per 
cent of the $1.58 billion budget, leaving $227 million 
unaccounted for. 

The revised figures left the Olympic contingency fund, 
once projected at $116 million, at only $30 million. 

Sponsorship funds had been expected to produce $513.4 
million but are now projected to pay off with only about 
$128.1 million. 

Ticket money was anticipated to bring in $261.2 million 
in binds, but that source is expected to bring $422 million 
now. Higher than expected demand is one reason. 

But that high demand led to one of the Games’ biggest 
black eyes so far — when tens of thousands of ticket 
applicants, including parents of Olympic swimming cham- 
pion Summer Sanders — sent in hundreds of thousands of 
dollars with their applications only to come up empty in the 
lottery. 

ACOG managed to find a silver dollar lining.' By hanging 
.onto the refund cheques for six months they earned 
millions in interest. 

Of these who got tickets in the lottery, many ended up 
with events they did not request, fuelling anger that four 
million tickets, many for premier events such as athletics, 
swimming and opening and closing ceremonies, were 
reserved for corporate sponsors, politicians, international 
VIPs and individual Olympic patrons. 

There were also more immediate problems. 

Work on the 85,000-seat Olympic stadium, the show- 
piece of the Games, was stopped for two days after builder 
Jack Falls died when a light tower where he was working 
collapsed and sent him plummeting 50 feet. 

The accident was later ascribed to a design flaw in the 


towers. 

Atlanta organisers also had to fend off criticism of the 
sailing venue by officials of the International Yacht Racing 
Union. 

Internationa) equestrian officials are battling with Geor- 
gia state agricultural authorities over quarantine options 
for horses who show exposure to a tick-borne disease. 

But the mysterious problem of the sinking dormitories 
was solved and the two buildings, which are to house some 
8,000 athletes and officials, ruled safe even though their 
foundations had sunk six inches in one case and nine in the 
Other. 

The rowing venue received good early reviews from 
competitors at the U.S. national championships, as did the 
acquatic center which hosted the Pan Pacific Games. 

“We realise there will be increasing attention on many of 
our programmes — transportation, medical, accreditation 
and security," Payne said at the one-year mark in July. 
“The time has come." 

The time remained more comfortably far off for organis- 
ers of the 2000 Summer Gaines at Sydney and the 1998 
Winter Games at Nagano. 

Sydney officials saw their promises of a “Green Games" 
under attack by environmentalists, who said toxic pollution 
at the proposed Homebush Bay site was more severe than 
previously thought. 

Organisers moved quickly to counter the claims, and on 
the upside Sydney signed a record 71S million U.S. dollar 
deal for the American television rights to the Games, and 
signed up its first corporate sponsors IBM and Telstra. 

Nagano organisers warned the International Olympic 
Committee that the 1998 Games might end up in the red if 
the IOC failed to increase Japan's share of sponsorship 
money to offset the rise in the yen. 


Salt Lake City won the 2002 Winter Games by a massive 
margin in the first round of voting, ahead of Ostersund 
(Sweden), Sion (Switzerland) and Quebec City (Canada). 


The third year of the Olympiad closed with the NBC 
television network taking a $2.3 billion gamble on Olympic 
gold to come, signing a deal worth that much with the IOC 
for the U.S. rights to the 2004 and 2008 Summer Games 
and the 2006 Winter Games. 

NBC had already beaten Rupert Murdoch's Fox network 
in bidding for the Sydney Games, and apparently wanted to 
prevent a future super-bid from Murdoch. 

NBC Sports president Dick Ebersol said: “We have 
carried on a love affair with the Olympics," he said. “It was 
only right at this point to get married and open a joint 
checking account.” 


Graf pays Christmas call on jailed father 


BONN (AFP) — The family 
• of tennis champion Steffi 
Graf has made a quick pre- 
Christmas visit to cheer up 
her father Peter, in jail pend- 
ing investigations into' tax 
evasion allegations, Bild Am 
Sonntag reported Sunday. 

World number one Steffi, 
her mother Heidi and brother 
Michael paid a 45-minute call 
Friday on Peter Graf, de- 
tained in Mannheim since 
August 2, the paper said. It . 
was -the first family reunion 
since Peter Graf was reman- 
ded. 

Steffi, who has just under- • 
ne a foot operation, tear- 
By embraced her father and 
promised to pay however' 
much it took to win his re- 
lease on bail, Bild reported. 
The paper added she was not 
allowed to bring along a 
Christmas present. 

Peter Graf, 57, is spending 
Christmas behind bars after a 



World No. I Steffi Graf, under strain following the arrest 
of her father on tax fraud charges, carries a heavy load 
as she leaves a practice session (FBe photo) 

-Mannheim judge rejected a release. Judicial authorities 
demand by his lawyers for his will review the case for bail 


on December 29. 

Bild quoted sources close 
to the investigation into Steffi 
Grafs tax affairs as saying 
that Peter Graf was likely to 
reappear before a tribunal 
hearing in February. 

Graf, who administers his 
superstar daughter’s earnings 
put at around 180 million 
marks ($130 million), is sus- 
pected of withholding details 
of her foil earnings from tax 
authorities since she turned 
professional in 1982. 

The 26-year-old player is 
believed to have paid just 10 
million marks in tax during 
that period. 

Steffi herself is still herself 
under investigation, but Eer 
Spiegel magazine said it is 
unlikely she will be formally 
accused as tax officials work- 
ing on the case believe her 
father withheld from her in- 
formation on the state of the 
player's finances. 


Fiorentina hold leaders Milan 


ROME (R) — Fiorentina 
forced a 2-2 home draw with 
AC Miland in Italy's table- 
topping clash on Saturday af- 
ter goals from George Weah 
and Roberto Baggio had 
twice put the Serie A leaders 
in front. 

With third-placed Parma 
slipping to a surprising 1-0 
home defeat to Vicenza and 
Roma enjoying a rare win 
against champions Juventus 
in Turin, the outcome left 
Miland one point ahead of 
Fiorentina. 

Liberian Weah gave Milan 
die perfect start with a back- 
header off Croat Zvonimir 
Bo ban's 12th minute comer. 

Within a minute, the home 
side drew level as Franco 
Baresi's last-ditch tackle on 


Argentine Gabriel Batistuta 
unwittingly left Anselmo 
Robbiati with an open goal. 

In the 54th minute, Bag- 
gio, playing on the ground 
where he started his career, 
looked to have clinched the 
winner with a penalty, but 
Francesco Baiano turned 
home Rui Costa's 73rd mi- 
nute free kick to maintain 
Fiorentina’s unbeaten home 
record. 

Roberto Murgita's 57th mi- 
nute header brought Parma's 
11-match unbeaten run to a 
halt and gave Vicenza their 
first win at Parma in 47 years. 

Argentine Abel Balbo 
played a big role as Roma 
romped to their first victory 
over Juventus in Turin for 13 
years. 


On the brink of halftime, 
he turned home a loose ball 
after Angelo Peruzzi failed to 
hold Luigi di Biagio's long- 
range effort. 

Then, with his side down to 
10 men after Marco Lanna’s. 
dismissal. Balbo pressured 
Ciro Ferrara into an own- 
goal - 

Dutchman Aron Winter 
and Giuseppe Signori both 
scored twice as Lazio moved 
into fourth spot behind Par- 
ma with a 5-1 victory over 
Atalanta at the Olympic sta- 
dium. 

Intemazionale's England 
midfielder Paul Ince was sent 
off after clashing with Cag- 
liari's Marco Sanaa, who also 
received his marching orders. 

Marco Branca scored a 


hat-trick for Inter in the 4-0 
triumph. He was on target in 
the 24th, 29th and 68th mi- 
nutes. 

Fiorentina’s clash with 
Milan was billed a showdown 
between Weah, tipped as 
1995 European footballer of 
the year, and Batistuta, the 
top division's joint leading 
scorer with 10 goals. 

Both were decisive in the 
space of two minutes — first, 
Weah with his spectacular 
header, then Batistuta with 
the forceful run that set up 
Fiorentina’s instant equalis- 
er. 

Until Baiano’s opportunist 
equaliser, Baggio, yet to cap- 
ture his best form since join- 
ing Milan from Juventus, 
threatened to steal the show.' 


GOREN BRIDGE 

Wrm OMAR SHARIF & TANNAH HIRSCH 
READ THE SIGNS 


Nonh-Souih vulnerable. South 
deals. 
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The biddinK has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

2 * Pass 2v Pass 

2* Pass 3* Past 

3T Pas* 3s Pass 

4* Pais Pa» Pass 

Opening lead: Ace of * 

One of the first maxims we were 
taught i$: "When in doubt, lead 
trumps." That is probably the worst 
reason in the world far a trump 
lead. Unless you have a specific tar- 
get in mind, almost any other lead 
is better. 

South's iwo-club opening bid was 
artificial and forcing, and North's 


first two bids were negative. There- 
after. the auction was natural, with 
South describing a powerful two- 
suiter and NorLn promising no 
more than a preference for spades. 

The normal opening lead might 
seem to be the queen of clubs, but 
West had a valid reason for choos- 
ing a trump. When opener bos 
shown n two-suited hand and you 
hove one of 'he suits controlled and 
the other becomes trumps, it is a 
good idea to prevent declarer from 
raffing losers on the table. 

Had West led a club, declarer 
would have won and banged down 


the ace of hearts, followed by a low 
heart. Even a belated shift to ace 
and another tramp would permit 
declarer to raff a heart in dummy, 
and the only losers would be two 
hearts and the ace of tramps. 

With the heort suit well under 
control. West set out to limit dum- 
my's ability t o ruff. After the lend of 
ace of tramps and another, declarer 
had no play. West won the second 
.heart and persisted with o trump 
and. in the fullness of time, the 
defenders raked in three heart 
tHcks and the ace of trumps for a 
one-Lrick set. 
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Pete Sampras 


Monica Seles 


An amazing year for Pete 
Sampras; a surprising one for Seles 


BY THE time his body final- 
ly gave out at the Davis Cup 
final in Moscow, cramped 
and fatigued and sore all 
over, Pete Sampras had put 
the last touches on an amaz- 
ing year. 

An American cham- 
pionship. A third straight 
Wimbledon. A third U.S. 
Open title. A third consecu- 
tive No. 1 ranking at year's 
end. 

He became the first player 
to earn $5 million in a year, 
the biggest money winner in 
tennis history with $21.7 mil- 
lion. 

Beyond all those achieve- 
ments, though, Sampras re- 
vealed a depth of character 
perhaps more important than 
any of his considerable skills 
on court. 

His year began with the 
devastating diagnosis in Au- 
stralia that his coach, and 
good friend, Tim Gullikson, 
had inoperable brain tumors. 
Sampras played through his 
tears in an emotionally wren- 
ching match against Jim 
Courief and reached the final 
before falling to a near- 
perfect Andre Agassi. 

Throughout the year, Sam-’ 
pras shuttled to Gullikson's 
home in the midwestem Un- 
ited States between tourna- 
ments, watching him go 
through radiation treatment. 
But Sampras handled the 
strain maturely, winning 
Wimbledon again at 23 and 


dedicating the victory to Gul- 
likson, who watched from 
home. 

As Sampras steeled him- 
self, so too did Steffi Graf 
show remarkable strength in 
a year she called the best of 
her career. 

Graf didn't complete a 
Grand Slam, as she did in 
1988. But she won every ma- 
jor event she played — the 
French, Wimbledon and the 
U.S. Open — plus the WTA 
Tour championship, she won 
47 of the 49 matches and 
banked S2.5 million. 


defeat in the U.S. Open 
against Monica Seles, who 
played brilliantly in only her 
second tournament since 
being stabbed 2 V: years ear- 
lier by a fan of Graf. 

Seles, co-ranked No. 1 
with Graf, surprised herself 
and everyone else by winning 
her first event, the Canadian 
Open, and came within one 
dubious call on a serve oF 
beating Graf in straight sets 
in New York. Seles served a 
ball she thought was an ace 
on set point in their first-set 
tiebreaker, and skipped to- 


TENNIS REVIEW 


As dominant as she was, 
Graf suffered mightily all 
year with back and foot in- 
juries and with a tax inves- 
tigation in Germany that sent 
her father-manager, Peter, to 
jail. 

“It's an incredible end to 
an unbelievable year," Graf 
said after taking the WTA 
title in five sets over fellow 
German Anke Huber. *Tve 
definitely passed a few bar- 
riers that I didn’t think I 

could I went to the French 

and U.S. Opens not very well 
prepared, not playing very 
many tournaments. Physical- 
ly, because I haven't been 
able to train. I haven't been 
really ready." ' 

She was as ready as she had 
to be to daw back from near 


ward the sideline as if she'd 
won. But a linesman called it 
wide, and a rattled and tiring 
Seles wound up dropping the 
set and amteh. 


UNITED NATIONS 

■li.llll i, <-■ IU> 


A sore knee sustained from 
too much practice and too 
many matches on hard courts 
in her brief comeback caused 
Seles to pull out of the other 
tournaments she had planned 
to play after the open. But 
she’s planning to resume her 
career in January at the Au- 
stralian. 

The dominance of Sampras 
and Graf throughout the year 
overshadowed superb years 
by other players, espedally' 
Agassi and TTiomas Muster. 

Agassi held the ATP tour's 
No. 1 spot for 30 weeks after 
gaining h for the first time in 
April. He was the tour’s most 
consistent player until his 
chest injury later in the year, 
winning a career-high seven 
titles in 11 finals and finishing 
No. 2 for the second year in a 
row. 
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We promise you 
liveliness & abundance !! 


As time goes by - 
f 935 is Over 

Turn To Bottor Titnos ... Turn To Turino J 
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Reservation ( Umtod Capacity ) 863944- 818090 -Swfflyh 



CINEMA ■ TEL: 634144 

PHILAPELPHIA 

CINEMA TEL: 699238 

PLAZA 

CINEMA TEk 677420 

CONCORP 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL: 618274 - 618275 

Pierce Brosnan 
as 

James Bond 007 
in 

GolpenEye 

Shows: 1230. 3:30, &Q5, 8:30. 10:30 p.m. 

* The 

Heartbreak Kid 

Shows: 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

* Santa Clause 

Shows; 12:30,3:30.5:00 

CONCORD “1” 

Val Kilmor & Nikol Kidman ..in 

Batman Forever 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:30 

CONCORD “2" 

Jack Nlckolson..in WOLF 

Shows: 6:00, 10:30 p.m. 

Silvester Stallone.. .in 

ASSASSINS 

' Shows: 3:30, 8:30 p.m. 

MUSA HUAZIN 
" Sumaa” 

HI Citizen 

daily at 8:30p.m. 
Written & directed by 
Mohammad . Shawaqfeb 


UNRWA HQ AMMAN 
VACANCY NOTICE NO. 60/95 

THE UNITED NATIONS RELIEF & WORKS 
AGENCY FOR PALESTINE REFUGEES IN 
THE NEAR EAST REQUIRES AT ITS 
HEADQUARTERS IN AMMAN: 

SECRETARIES, GRADES 07-11 . 

VN#HQ(A)-60/95 

FIXED TERM THREE YEARS 

Monthly take home for grade 07 (JD245), grade 
08 (JD266), grade 09 (JD 289), grade 10 (JD312), 
grade 1 1 (JD339); plus monthly provident fund for 
grade 07 (JD59), grade 08 (65), grade 09 (JD70), 
grade 10 (JD76), grade 11 (JD82) payable at end 
of service; plus dependency allowance; 
compulsory medical insurance. 
REQUIREMENTS: Full secondary education; 
completion of a post secondary secretarial course 
of at least one year's duration; excellent typing 
and Word Processing skills, ability to operate PC 
applications such as Word Perfect, WinWord, 
Paradox, Lotus, Quattro Pro: at least 5 to 1 1 years' 
experience in secretarial work; fluency in English 
and Arabic. Excellent knowledge of the 
professional aspects of work are required, 
preferably gained at work in an international 
organization. 

N.B.: External candidates who applied before 
and were invited for a test or interviews are 
requested not to apply again; candidates should 
mention on their application for which GRADES 
they wish to be considered. 

Interested candidates should submit applications 
on UNRWA Personal History Forms not later 
than 20 January 1 996 to: 

The Office of the Coordinator 
Atn.: Personnel Officer 
UNRWA Headquarters Amman 
P.O.Box 140157 (Wadi Seer) 
Amman 11814 Jordan 
UNRWA welcomes applications equally from men 
and women. Full consideration will be given to 
disabled candidates whose disability does not 
mitigate the effective performance of the duties of 
the job. 

Priority will be given to fully qualified registered 
Palestinians. 


Nabil & Hieham’s Theatre ) 

TEL: 625155 ■! 


Shows begin on Dec. 19, 1995 and 
continue on Tuesdays. Wednesdays 
and Thursdays (three days a week) 
only. The programme continues 
until the start of the holy month of 
Ramadan. The Show is entitled: 

“Ahlan Tatbie” 
Welcome Normalisation 

For reservation call 625155 1 
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Israel says it is time 


for peace with Gulf 


CAIRO (Agencies! — Israeli 
Foreign Minister Ehud Barak 
said in Cairo Sunday the time 
had come for oil-rich Gulf 
Arab states and the Maghreb 
countries to make peace with 
Isfael. 

“I believe that the time is 
ripe for the Gulf states and 
the Maghreb countries to 
make peace with Israel but 1 
don't know when they will 
find the right time,” Mr. 
Barak told a joint news con- 
ference with Egyptian Minis- 
ter Amr Musa. 

He said Egypt, which en- 
joys good relations with Gulf 
states, would have a role to 
play by “influencing them to 
join, the peace process and 
establishing relations with 
Israel.” 

The Jewish state, which 
has successively made peace 
with Egypt, the Palestinians 
and Jordan, is eager to estab- 
lish ties with Gulf states to 
boost its trade and end 47 
years of economic boycott 
imposed by the Arabs since 
Israel was created. 

Peace talks with Syria and 
Lebanon have picked up 
momentum recently with 
Israel and Syria giving opti- 
mistic signals for a break- 
through. 

“We hope to reach peace 
with the Syrians and the 
Lebanese but I cannot really 
make any prophecies, it is too 
early to know the real readi- 
ness of the other side.” Mr. 
Barak said. 

He added: “We expect 
President Assad to be crea- 


tive, flexible and to approach 
every subject in a broad 
minded way. We are ready to 
do the same with Syria. We 
feel warmer response coming 
from Syria but ... we will 
have to wait and see what will 
come out of the negotia- 
tions.” 

Mr. Musa, who along with 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak had talks with Mr. 
Assad on Saturday, said the 
Syrian leader was keen on 
reactivating the peace process 
with Israel. 

“We see there is progress 
in the general climate, in the 
new proposal on the Israeli- 
Syrian peace track. There is 
optimism in this direction," 
Mr. Musa said. 

Mr. Assad, speaking in 
public for the first time since 
Syria and Israel decided to 
restart their talks, told a news 
conference on Saturday that 
Israel was showing “more 
openness and greater flexibil- 
ity.” 

Syria and Israel are set to 
resume their negotiations in 
the United States on Dec. 27. 

Four years of on-off nego- 
tiations between Israel and 
Syria have failed to resolve 
differences over terms for an 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights, seized by the 
Jewish state in the 1967 Mid- 
dle East war. 

The talks have been stalled 
for six months since Syria 
refused to pursue military 
discussions with Israel, 
angered by an Israeli demand 


-to leave an early-warning sta- 
tion behind Syrian lines after 
withdrawal. 

Mr. Barak arrived in Cairo 
on Saturday night on a two- 
dav visit and is expected to 
meet Mr. Mubarak before 
leaving Monday. 

Meanwhile, Egypt wel- 
comed an implicit commit- 
ment by Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres to renounce 
his country's nuclear 
weapons after peace is estab- 
lished in the Middle East. 

Mr. Musa said he discussed 
the issue with his Israeli 
counterpart here Sunday af- 
ter Mr. Peres said Israel 
would give up the nuclear 
“option" after a comprehen- 
sive peace was concluded. 

“It was generally favour- 
able," Mr. Musa said of 
Peres' announcement last 
Thursday, which stuck by the 
Israeli policy of neither con- 
firming nor denying that the 
country possessed nuclear 
weapons. 

“I believe that this is a 
good and viable opening but 
still precision is needed,” said 
Mr. Musa. 

Mr. Barak said, “the 
Israeli position has not 
changed." 

“We have a lot more ur- 
gent and immediate problems 
on our agenda: “To go ahead 
with (peace ralks with) tbe 
Syrians and Lebanese and to 
establish diplomatic relations 
between Israel and the 
Maghreb" countries of North 
Africa. 


Yemen welcomes mediation 


in Red Sea islands dispute 


SANAA (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh on 
Sunday welcomed the media- 
tion of Ethiopia and Egypt to 
solve a row between Yemen 
and Eritrea over control of 
Red Sea islands and said he 
wanted to resolve the dispute 
peacefully. 

• Mr. Saleh, in a meeting 
with Ethiopian Foreign 
Minister Seyoum Mesfin on 
Sunday, said Yemen’s stand 
was “firm in rejecting a resort 
to force and sticking to dia- 
logue to solve the differ- 
ence,” the official Saba news 
agency reported. 

Ethiopia and Egypt have 
offered to mediate in an 
effort to solve the dispute. 

An Egyptian envoy met 
-Mr. Saleh Saturday. 

- Mr. Mesfin said he ex- 
„pected a “quick resolution” 
the conflict between Ye- 
men and Eritrea. 

"T "Mr. Mesfin told Saba agen- 
cy that the “situation is ripe 
for -a peaceful solution to the 
conflict, which can only be 
resolved through dialogue.” 
.Before he left Yemen, Mr. 
Mesfin said he “deeply be- 
lieved a quick resolution” to 


the conflict would be 
reached. 

In a conciliatory gesture, 
Eritrea said Sunday it had 
contacted the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
to coordinate the release of 
195 Yemeni soldiers taken 
prisoner during a battle for 
the disputed island of Hanish 
A1 Kabir. 

This meets one of Yemen's 
conditions for the opening of 
talks after Eritrean force cap- 
tured the island Dec. 18 after 
a three-day battle in which 
nine soldiers were killed. 

Yemen has demanded the 
release of prisoners and the 
withdrawal of Eritrean troops 
from Hanish AJ Kabir ahead 
of any negotiations on the 
status of the strategic island. 

Jean-Francois Sangsue, a 
ICRC official, told AFP in 
Asmara that he had arrived 
at the Eritrean capital from 
Addis Ababa to oversee the 
prison transfer. 

“We have offered our ser- 
vices. I am here to confirm 
the offer by the Eritrean au- 
thorities to free the prison- 
ers,” Mr. Sangsue said. “It is 
too. early , to enter into the 


details.” 

Yemen’s Deputy Prime 
Minister, Abdel Wahab.- AI 
Ansi, said during a visit to 
Qatar that his government 
would prefer to resolve the 
territorial conflict in bilateral 
negotiations and not take the 
case before the International 
Court of Justice. 

He told the official Qatari 
News Agency that bringing 
the issue before the court in 
the Hague would be a “long" 
process. 

"We want to resolve the 
problem through bilateral 
negotiations, and if we don't 
achieve this, we can then turn 
to international justice,” said 
Mr. Ansi, who also stressed 
the “need for cooperation 
between the two countries." 

According to Sunday's edi- 
tion of the Yemen Times,’ 
Mr. Mesfin has proposed a 
three-point plan invoMng the 
release of Yemeni prisoners 
to tbe International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross, the 
evacuation of the Hanish 
archipelago by both sides and 
arbitration by tbe Interna- 
tional Court of Justice in the 
Hague.. 



JORDAINIAN-ISRAELI TALKS: Forein Minister Abdul Karim Al Kabariti (right) holds talks with Israeli 
Deputy Foreign Minister Eli Dayan (centre) who arrived in Amman earlier in the day. The meeting was 
attended by Israeli ambassador to Jordan Shimon Shamir fPetra photo) 


Iran slams funds for anti-Iran action 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iran 
condemned as “outright ter- 
rorist operations” moves in 
the United States to fund 
covert action against it, the 
Iranian News Agency IRNA 
said on Sunday. 

It quoted Iran's Foreign 
Ministry Spokesman 
Mahmoud Mohammadi as 
slamming what it described as 
the allocation of funds by the 
U.S. House of Represena- 
tives for operations against 
the Islamic republic. 

“The decision amounted to 
Outright terrorist operations 
and was against international 
law,” he said. 

It was apparently referring 
to U.S. House of Repre- 
sentatives Speaker Newt 
Gingrich’s intervention ear- 
lier this month in U.S. con- 
gressional budget negotia- 
tions to push for a new covert 
action programme to des- 
tabilise the Iranian govern- 
ment. 

He demanded about $18 
million in funding for the 
action, the U.S. daily Los 
Angeles Times had reported. 
The Clinton administration 
and Republican leaders in the 
Senate had opposed the 


proposal because they be- 
lieved it would be ineffective. 

The Senate on Wednesday 
passed a bill to tighten sanc- 
tions against companies' 
which trade with Iran or 
Libya in ofl and gas sectors. 
Iran's chief judge dismissed 
the new sanctions, saying 
other states would pursue 
their own interests. 

The bill would invoke iden- 
tical sanctions on Iran’s pet- 
roleum industry. Hie Clinton, 
administration has approved 
the bill’s Iranian language but 
has not decided about the 
Libyan sanction, an amend- 
ment to the original bill. Both 
countries are on the U.S. 
state department list of coun- 
tries that export terrorism. 

Approval of the bill came 
Wednesday night on a voice 
vote, with no debate. The 
measure now goes to tbe 
House of Representatives, 
where similar bills are pend- 
ing. 

Libya has been since the 
mid-1980s a target of U.S. 
restrictions on Americans 
working there. 

In April 1992 the United 
Nations put Libya under in- 
ternational sanctions restrict- 


ing diplomatic relations and 
barring arms sales and air 
travel, later extended to cov- 
er most equipment for 
Libya's oil industry. The 
U.N. Security Council acted 
at the behest of the United 
States and Britain to punish 
Col. Muammar Qadhafi for 
refusing to surrender for trial 
two suspects in the Pan Am 
bombing. 

A device exploded aboard 
the jumbo jet Dec. 21, 1988, 
over Lockerbie, Scotland. 
The resulting crash killed 259 
crew and passengers, includ- 
ing many Americans coming 
home for Christmas, and 11 
Lockerbie residents on the 
ground. The United States 
and Britain indicted two Li- 
byans alleged to be agents of 
Qadhafi on charges they car- 
ried out the attack. 

“Libya pays for its spon- 
sorship of terrorism with its 
oil money,” said Sen. 
Alfonse d’ Amato, the new 
bill’s sponsor. “Therefore it 
is only logical that we deprive 
Libya of the means to fund 
these actions.” 

Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, 
sponsor of the Libya amend- 
ment, said he was motivated 


by the need “to see that the 
terrorists charged with the 
terrorist bombing are 
brought to justice. 

“Tliis is a significant step, 
and it is especially appropri- 
ate that the Senate has taken 
this action on the seventh 
anniversary of that despic- 
able atrocity." 

It was unclear how effec- 
tive the bill might be even if it 
becomes law. 

Anthony H. Cordesman, a 
Washington expert on Mid- 
dle East security, said its 
effect would be mostly sym- 
bolic because firms could 
easily avoid the proposed 
sanctions. 

As an example, he said a 
Swiss bank could easily form 
a subsidiary to invest in 
Libya, thus avoiding U.S. 
sanctions on tbe bank itself. 

Mr. Cordesman said the 
law would also be subject to 
challenge from governments 
objecting to official U.S. ac- 
tion against firms operating 
legally under their own gov- 
ernment’s laws. This issue of 
U.S. “extraterritoriality” on 
other questions' has troubled 
relations with many coun- 
tries. 


Faulty signals behind Egypt’s train crash 


CAIRO (R) — Stalled con- 
trol system and faulty signals 
made two crowded trains 
crash in thick fog, killing 75 
people, the train drivers were 
quoted on Sunday as saying. 

Egyptian newspapers 
quoted both drivers, detained 
for four days for questioning, 
as saying a signal just outside 
Badrasheen station had given 
one of the trains a green light 
while the other was stopped 
at a crossing. 

Thursday’s crash was the 
worst to hit Egypt’s accident- 
prone railway system for over 
15 years and highlighted the 


poor safety record of level- 
crossing systems. 

Eyewitnesses in the town 
of Badrasheen, 28 kilometres 
south of the capital Cairo, 
said the early-morning train 
taking about 120 workers 
south to the town of Beni 
Suef rammed a train to 
Assiut City from behind at 
high speed. 

One carriage rode up on 
top of tbe others and two 
derailed, one of them onto 
wooden stalls by the side of 
the track. 

Mohammad Metwali Oth- 
man, the driver of the first 


train, said his control systems 
had made tbe train stop auto- 
matically at the signal in spite 
of it giving him a "go” signal, 
the newspapers reported. 

“The driver of the second 
train felt the train's signalling 
system was stalled on leaving 
the station so he discon- 
nected it," the Al Ahram 
daily said. 

“He passed three 
semaphore which gave him 
green signals until he reached 
the fourth semaphor, at 
which the first train was stop- 
ped, but it also gave him the 
green light.” 


Police say the first train, 
travelling to Assiut, had ab- 
out 220 people aboard. The 
trains should have been ab- 
out five minutes apart but the 
Assiut train had slowed down 
because of the fog, police 
Colonel Mohammad Ibrahim 
said. 

Residents said the stretch 
of track around Badrasheen 
was notoriously dangerous, 
with 43 people killed in a 
head-on collision near the 
local station in 1992 and 18 
killed in 1993 at a collision 
two stations away. 


First U.S. attack helicopters head for Bosnia 

Sarajevo rivals told to evacuate frontlines 


10 killed 
in Kabul 


Egypt’s journalists 
approve press law 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Serb and government forces 
in the Bosnian capital have 
been given specific orders to 
.^evacuate front-line zones as 
.palled for by Bosnia's peace 
y\aa, IFOR officials said Sun- 
-day. 

.-..The rival forces that have 
fought each other for nearly 
;four years must withdraw 
-from certain points along the 
■front lines by Wednesday, 
irhe stipulated seven-day 
.period since NATO forces 
'took over in Bosnia. 

-Maps weve presented 
-Saturday to senior officers of 
"the Bosnian government and 
Bosnian Serb armies at a 
; meeting with General Robert 
' Rideau, the* Implementation 
IForce (IFOR) commander in 
“the French sector, which cov- 
■ers' the capital. 

. “The main point of (Satur- 
' day's) joint military commis- 
;sion was to outline the zones 
-that have to be vacated by 
'military forces by (Dec. 27). 
'Following preliminary work 
it .was formally presented to 
the parties. It seems to be 
'accepted (by the parties)," 
* IFOR spokesman Lieutenant 
Colonel Mark Rayner said. 
*\ IFOR spokesman Colonel 
"Richard Pemot said forces 
.would withdraw from “tren- 
1 ches, look-out posts, bunkers 
-and certain buildings.” 

LTbe pullouts will be the 
first since the start of 
NATO's peace enforcement 
operation, although French 
IFOR troops have already 
removed or bulldozed check- 
points around the capital that 


enabled the Serbs to choke 
the city for 44 months of 
siege. 

The withdrawal precedes 
the full pullout of Bosnian 
Serb armed forces from large 
parts of the capital that are 
due to revert to government 
control. Linder the Dayton 
accord signed this month by 
the leaders of Bosnia's war- 
ring sides, this withdrawal 
must be completed 45 days 
after the transfer of authority 
to NATO, Feb. 3. 

Col. Pemot said French 
troops would move into the 
specified areas to monitor 
compliance with the first de- 
dline, which expires 11:00 
a.m. (1000 GMT) Wedne* 
day. 

“The Serbs and the Bos- 
nians have their obligations, 
and we wait to see what they 
will do," Col. Pemot said. 

The front lines affected by 
the orders, he added, were to 
the northeast of the dry, as 
well as Stup, Ilidza and 
Sarajevo’s airport, lying to 
the south and west of the 
capital, and lines bordering 
Grbavica, a southern dty 
suburb held by the Serbs. 

For the Bosnian Serbs in 
these areas, this initial pro- 
cess could spark the mass 
expodus threatened by many. 
Serbs in areas due to revert to 
government control have 
warned they will not stay and 
live under Sarajevo’s rule but 
leave and torch their homes 
as they go. 

U.N. aid offidaJs said Sun- 
day that there was no evi- 
dence yet of a mass move- 


ment. “It’s very confused,” 
UNCHR spokesman Kris 
Janowski said. “Some people 
may be leaving with their 
furniture and then coming 
back. It does not have a mass 
character. People are prob- 
ably going to stay with their 
relatives. It is not a situation 
where you will have 
thousands of people stranded 
without help." 

Meanwhile, U.S. army 
helicopters left Hungary for 
Bosnia for the first time on 
Sunday to protect other 
NATO aircraft helping to 
keep the peace in Bosnia. 

Three AH-64 Apache 
attack helicopters and five 
UH-60 Black Hawk transport 
helicopters left a staging area 
in Kaposvar, Hungary to take 
up stations in the northern 
dty of Tuzla. 

The Apaches, designed to 
destroy tanks and armed with 
hellfire missiles, rockets and 
cannon, will provide aerial 
firepower while the Black 
Hawks will carry supplies and 
troops and evacuate people 
needing medical care. 

. Commanders warned air 
crews before takeoff to be- 
ware of surface-to-air (SA) 
missiles whose radar con- 
tinues to “paint” NATO air- 
craft in violation of the peace 
accord signed this month to 
end war in the Balkans. 1 

“If you are painted by SA 
radar, then that is considered 
hostile intent,” Lieutenant- 
Colonel Alan Swain, com- 
mander of the Apache batta- 
lion normally based in Ger- 
many, told the pilots in a 


pre-flight briefing. 

Rules of engagement for 
“Operation Join Endeavour” 
allow the Apaches to try to 
knock out any anti-aircraft 
radar stations that lock on to 
allied aircraft. 

Captain Michael Mahony. 
leading the task force Com- 
manche into Tuzla, in- 
structed the Black Hawks 
being escorted by tbe 
Apaches to take evasive ac- 
tion if they encountered small 
arms fire from the ground, as 

happened to NATO aircraft 
Friday. 

“The Apaches will take 
care of whatever has to be 
taken care of,” said Capt. 
Mahony, from Warwick, 
Rhode Island. 

Capt. Mahony also told 
pilots to keep their aircraft 
close together when flying 
over Bosnia. "We want to 
keep it as close as possible 
because of the small arms 
fire,” he said. 

As pilots loaded bullets 
into the 9mm pistols they 
carry, Capt. Mahony warned 
them not to land in open 
fields in Bosnia if they en- 
counter mechanical problems 
for fear of land mines. 

Pilots in the 4th aviation 
brigade have said small arms 
fire from the ground poses 
one of the most significant 
threats to their aircraft. 

When fully deployed, the 
brigade will patrol separation 
zones to ensure compliance 
with the treaty, bring their 
firepower to bear on viola- 
tors, and feny troops and 
supplies. 


shelling 

KABUL (AFP) — Ten civi- 
lians were wounded, three of 
them seriously, in nightime 
rocket barrages on two re- 
sidential areas of Kabul, wit- 
nesses and hospital staff said 
Sunday. 

A young mother and her 
five children living in a cen- 
tral area of the capital were 
among the injured, leaving 
the woman and two children 
in . critical condition, doctors 
said. Four other people were 
injured in a southern suburb 
during the night. 

A salvo of four Soviet- 
made BM 21 rockets, which 
hit two family homes in the 
city-centre Saturday evening, 
were fired by the Taliban 
militia who are besieging the 
Afghan capital, army sources 
said. 

The family injured in the 
attack on central Kabul was 
living in a dank basement of a 
half-built house in the plush 
suburb of Wazir Akbar 
Khan, where foreign diplo- 
mats, aid agency workers and 
journalists based here live. 

Two rockets punched their 
way into the concrete struc- 
ture, landing in the room 
where the mother and her 
young family were settling 
down for a night's sleep, rela- 
tives said. 

A six-year old boy was left 
paraplegic by the blast in 
which his spinal cord was 
shattered by a jagged piece of 
shrapnel. 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian 
journalists approved after a 
stormy meeting Sunday a 
draft for a new press law to 
replace one approved by the 
government last May which 
they said violated freedom of 
expression. 

Trucks carrying anti-riot 
police surrounded the jour- 
nalists' union downtown 
headquarters as hundreds 
gathered for their fourth 
meeting . since the crisis 
erupted to discuss means of 
forcing the government to- 
cancel the controversial law. 

Many speakers accused the 
government of wasting time 


and breaking a promise that a 
committee which President 
Hosni Mubarak formed in 
July to draft a new press 
legislation would finish its 
work in three months. 

Mr. Mubarak agreed to 
form the committee made up 
of legal experts and journal- 
ists as a compromise to calm 
tiie anger over the new press 
law. 

The head of the journalists' 
un|on and pro-government 
writer, Ibrahim Nafie. said he 
hoped the union’s draft press 
law would be adopted by the 
government-formed commit- 
tee. 


Court refuses Vanunu 


request to go to Rome 


JERUSALEM (R) — Israel’s 
supreme court rejected on 
Sunday a request by jailed 
technician Mordechai Vanu- 
nu to return to Rome where 
secret agents seized him in 
1986 for passing secrets to a 
British newspaper, army 
radio said. 

Israeli radio stations said 
journalists were ban-ed as 
Mr. Vanunu entered the 
Jerusalem courtroom 
escorted by dozens of guards. 

After the closed-door hear- 
ing, he was returned to his 
cell in a prison in Asbkelon, 
southern Israel. A justice 
ministry spokeswoman said 
the three-judge panel re- 
jected both of his requests. 
She declined to elaborate. 


appointment of new 
Prime Minister SI 
Peres, who as prime n 
in 1986 ordered Mr. 
nu’s kidnapping from 
to Israel. 

Foreign reports sa 
Vanunu was lured to 
from London by ja In 
blonde Israeli secret 
named Cindy. 

Mr. Vanunu has t 
isolation since his cor 
for espionage and trel 
a secret trial. A coui 
enced him to 18 yean 
in 1986 for giving the I 
Sunday Times sm 
photos of Israel’s E 
nuclear complex. 



'Antarctic snow 
polluted by 
nuclear fallout’ 


TOKYO (AFP) — Antarctic 
snow that fell in 1968 was 
gravely polluted with the 
radioactive substance tritium, 
presumably due to four U.S. 
atmospheric nuclear tests in 
1963. a press report said Sun- 
dav. The Tokyo-based 
National Institute of Polar 
Research found the level of 
tritium in the 1964 layer of 
Antarctic snow at 500 times 
usual concentrations, the 
newspaper Mainichi re- 
ported. The finding has sub- 
stantiated the theory that 
atmospheric nuclear testing 
in the Northern Hemisphere 
affected the entire globe, the 
newspaper said. Tritium is a 
radioactive isotope of hyd- 
rogen with atoms three times 
the mass of ordinary light 
hydrogen atoms. It is re- 
leased’ by nuclear blasts. The 
newspaper said scientists 
from the institute took snow 
samples from 1985 to 1991 on 
trips" between the Japanese 
Antarctic base camp of Sho- 
wa and an outpost dome 
some 1,000 kilometres (625 
miles) to the south. They dug 
five metres (16.7 feet) into 
the snow near the dome to 
take samples dating back ab- 
out half a century. The sam- 
ples dating to the 1960s and 
earlier showed tritium con- 
centrations of less than 10 TU 
I tritium unit), or the level 
expected in the normal 
atmosphere. But the 1963 
samples registered about 50 
TU and the 1964 samples 
1.500 TU. The level fell back 
to normal in the 1970s. the 
newspaper said. The 1964 
samples of snow were col- 
lected in 1985 and it was 
presumed to have registered 
5.000 TU when it fell from 
the sky. according to esti- 
mates based on the process of 
tritium disintegration. 
Mainichi said. 

Oldest mom 
planning for 
another baby 

LONDON (AP) — An Ita- 
lian woman who set an appa- 
rent record by giving birth at 
62 is planning to beat that by 
giving birth again at 64. a 
British newspaper reported 
Sunday. Rosanna Della 
Corte gave birth to a baby 
boy in July. 1994. at age 62. 
which is believed to be the 
world age record for giving 
birth. That birth' was super- 
vised by controversial Rome 
Doctor Severino Antinori. 
who arranged the artificial 
insemination with her hus- 
band’s sperm and a donor's 
egg. Dr. Antinori. who has 
not yet operated on Mrs. 
Della Corte. said he planned 
a birth for next year when she 
is 64. Mrs. Delia Corte. who 
named her son Riccardo after 
a teenage son who had died 
in an accident three years 
earlier, told the Sunday Ex- 
press she wanted another 
child “so that when 1 and my 
husband die, Riccardo will 
not grow up alone." Euro- 
pean politicians have said the 
idea of lS-year-olds with 80- 
year-old mothers is uncon- 
scionable. and Germany, Ita- 
ly and France have banned 
advanced-age births in reac- 
tion to Dr. Antinori's work. 
"I have chosen England be- 
cause it accepts the new re- 
search I do and it is a very 
open and intellectual place,” 
Dr. Antinori told the Ex- 
press. Dr. Antinori set the 
previous record by supervis- 
ing the birth of twins to a 
59-vear-old British woman on 
Christmas Day. 1993. That 
binh prompted then-Health 
Secretary Virginia Bottomley 
to propose setting an age 
limit for mothers, and some 
British politicians still hope 
to do so. 

British madness 
for Christmas 
cards soars 




. iccoru 

with Royal Mail hand! 
billion cards this year 
million more than las 
postal officials said 
works out to more t 
cards for every man, 
and child in Britain, in 
750.000 addressed tc 
Claus, weighine a .1 
*- 9.000 tonnes. "Not - 
just to sen stamps 
those cards. Royal ] 
offering to take back 
m2* cards after the h< 
then sell them to pa 
cycling outfits for £10 
tonne. That is half the 
price for waste pape 
tne proceeds eoing tc 
conservation. " 



